
 

Introduction to the Book of Colossians 
 

The ancient city of Colossae was built on a major trade route through the 
Lycus River Valley in the Roman province of Asia Minor (southwest corner of 
modern-day Turkey).  
 

There the Colossians manufactured a beautiful dark red wool cloth 
(colossinus) for which the city became famous. But Colossae’s importance 
as a business center diminished significantly around 100 BC, when the 
neighboring city Laodicea was founded and became commercially active. 
  

This letter, written by the apostle Paul and co-authored by Timothy was 
sent to Christians living in Colossae; around A.D. 60-62. It begins by saying, 
 

Colossians 1:1-2 NIV, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
and Timothy our brother, To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful 
brothers and sisters in Christ: Grace and peace to you from God our Father.” 
 

Now, it’s important to note that before the Apostle Paul wrote this beautiful 
letter, he’d never met these, Christians in Colossae.  
 

Colossians 2:2 NIV, “I want you to know how hard I am contending for you 
and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally.” 
 

And Paul’s currently in a situation that makes it impossible to get to them; 
he’s sitting 1000 miles away in a Roman prison writing letters to churches.  
 

This helps explain the personal greetings he includes at the end of this letter.  
 

Colossians 4:16-18 NIV, “After this letter has been read to you, see that it 
is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the 
letter from Laodicea. Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the ministry 
you have received in the Lord.” I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 
Remember my chains. Grace be with you.”  
 

So back to the beginning. Paul had just received a report from a Colossian 
disciple named Epaphras who he led to Christ during his 2+ years 
ministering in Ephesus. It’s likely Epaphras planted the Colossian church and 
was one of its main leaders. But Epaphras heard about his mentor’s plight, 
left Colossae and went to Rome to serve Paul during his imprisonment (Paul 
mentions this in his letter to Philemon).  
 



Inevitably, while serving Paul, Epaphras gives Paul a report on the Colossian 
church: about the spiritual progress he has seen and the false teachings 
making their way into it, one of which is the denial of Jesus’ deity. 
 

Colossians 1:7-8, “You learned it [the gospel] from Epaphras, our dear 
fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and who also 
told us of your love in the Spirit.” 

 

So, along with letters to Laodicea, Ephesus, and Philemon, Paul writes 
this letter, and sends it back to Colossae. He sends these letters with two of 
his fellow workers named Tychicus and Onesimus (Col. 4:7; Phil. 1:10–12).  
 

Onesimus was sent with his letter to Philemon (difficult encounter) and 
Tychicus with letters to the Ephesians and the Colossians. The Colossians 
were tasked with making sure they got the letters to Laodicean church.  
 

All these letters were written to help these believers know and understand the 
truth about the gospel. And because of his care and concern, we have these 
letters today to help us understand the truth about Jesus and the gospel. 
 

Colossians 1:25 NIV, “I have become its [the church’s] servant by the 
commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its 
fullness.” 
 

Colossians 2:2-3 NIV, “My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and 
united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete 
understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God.” 
 

So, Paul, in this little book, describes Jesus with some of the loftiest 
language in all the New Testament.  
 

That’s one of the reasons we’re studying it right now. In the midst of our own 
culture, there’s a lot of confusion about Jesus. There’s a lot of intermingling 
of views about Jesus. People borrow a little from this and a little from that. 
Their views come from movies, media, books and philosophical suppositions 
that all over the map, and same kids of influences had surfaced in Colossae. 
 

So, I want to encourage you to read this little 4 chapter book a couple 
times each week for the next 3 months in order to fully absorb it. 
 

Colossians 1:1-2 NIV, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
and Timothy our brother, To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful 



brothers and sisters in Christ: Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father.” 
 

Paul was not writing this alone but with “Timothy our brother.” Paul 
understood the importance of partnership in ministry. Timothy was not an 
apostle but was extremely close to Paul.  
 

Having introduced himself and Timothy, Paul greets the congregation as 
“God’s holy people.” 
 

The word “holy” means to be “set apart” by God. We are not holy by our 
own efforts to please God but we are transformed into a holy people by a 
holy God. We are holy by virtue of our position in Christ who is holy. 
 

They were in Christ and in Colossae. Just as you and I are in Christ in 
Hampden, or wherever you live. 
 

We’re called to live out our position in Christ in the context of where we live 
and work. Faithful believers are also public witnesses in word and deed. 
 

Because we belong to Jesus, our lives (what we say and what we do) must 
reflect our faith in Jesus.  
 

Paul didn’t use the customary Greek greeting “hail or greetings,” which can 
mean something like “hey” or “what’s up?”  
 

Instead, he chose the word that means “grace,” which is a one word greeting 
for “undeserved favor.” Hey everyone, God’s favor, which is totally 
undeserved be on you and give you peace. Grace always precedes peace.  
 

Grace is what God provides. Peace is what we enjoy because of that 
provision. If someone does not have peace in their life, it may be because 

they’ve not yet experienced God’s grace. 
 

And how do we experience God’s grace and then peace? Back up… 
“… in Christ: Grace and peace to you from God our Father.” 

 

In Jesus we find the grace and peace from God that we need to live. 
 

Now, as we look at the verses following Paul’s greeting, it’s a passage built 
around the subject of thanksgiving. Paul is overwhelmed with thankfulness 
as He writes, chained inside a prison cell. His gratitude lifts him out of his 
surroundings, and into a loftier place. 
 



Colossians 1:3-5a NIV, “We always thank God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people—the faith and love 
that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven...” 

 

The very first thing we notice is that Paul is: 
 

1. Thankful for Colossians 
 

Even though Paul needs to address some problems at Colossae, he begins 
by expressing his thankfulness to God for the church.  
 

Paul isn’t the only one thankful. He uses the pronoun “we” to emphasize 
the corporate nature of his ministry. He wasn’t alone in his thankfulness 
and prayer time. While in Rome, others with whom he worked and travelled 
with, were attending to his needs. They too heard the church report from 
Epaphras and were giving thanks to God. They had invested a lot of time in 
prayer for them as a church (“We always thank God”) and now they were 
hearing wonderful news. 
 

Epaphras focuses on a triad of virtues these followers of Jesus at Colossae 
were exhibiting: their faith, their love, and their hope.  
 

This is very similar to what he wrote in 1 Thessalonians 1:3: “We continually 
remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your 
labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  
 

The mention of these three virtues isn’t just a literary greeting formula thrown 
in for effect, it’s a genuine recognition that exciting spiritual growth is 
happening in the Colossian church. This is what church planters long to see 
in followers of Christ.  Each word is profoundly significant. 
 

verses 3-5a: “We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
and of the love you have for all God’s people—the faith and love that spring 
from the hope stored up for you in heaven...” 
 

Faith is mentioned first because it is the starting place for everything else 
in the Christian life.  
 



And it isn’t so much a praise for their faith in and of itself, as if they possessed 
a commodity. No, this praise was for a faith, a trust, a confidence placed “in 
Christ Jesus.” That testimony of faith made it’s way to Paul in Roman.  
 

Who are the people who have been praying for you? Ever wonder what a 
report on your spiritual progress would sound like to them? News spreads.  
 

And this vertically directed faith produced a horizontal expression: love. 
Because of God’s love, expressed through Jesus, they were able to love. Not 
just some of God’s people…(that is easy – right?) “all” God’s people.  
 

And this love isn’t just a gushy mushy feeling of love. This love is agape love, 
which has sacrifice as its key character displayed in actions.  
 

Galatians 5:6 NIV says, “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself 
through love.” 
 

Love is really faith in motion. 
 

Truth faith always produces love. You can tell when someone exhibits 
genuine faith in Christ because it is demonstrated by unconditional love for 
all people – as imperfect as they may be. 
 

Love is the greatest characteristic and the greatest commandment of the 
Christian faith. Are you exhibiting it in your life today? 
 

Our shared faith and mutual love result in our common “hope that is stored 
up for you in heaven.”  
 

Colossians 1:5 NIV, “the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up 
for you in heaven...” 
 

Why have faith in Christ if there is no hope for a glorious future? 
Why love others if it doesn’t matter in the end? 

There is hope stored up in Heaven for genuine faith in Jesus. 
 

It isn’t just a hope of heaven. It is a hope stored up in heaven and waiting 
for us there. Hope is stored up for us like a treasure. God guarantees our 
salvation in eternity. Jesus is our hope and He is there waiting for us. 
 

I see people all the time who have no hope. There is nothing worse than 
seeing someone grieve because they have no hope. Dead and gone. 
 



Paul was thankful for the Colossian’s spiritual growth and he knew that 
spiritual growth was a result of… 
 

2. The Truth of the Gospel 
 

The truth of the gospel is what changes us! When we embrace the truth in 
this message of the gospel (Good News – Good Tidings) it changes you. 
 

It is a truth people need to hear about! If you don’t talk about it with others 
you rob them of the same life changing power it has had on you!  
 

Colossians 1:5-6 NIV, “…the faith and love that spring from the hope stored 
up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true 
message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel 
is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been 
doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s 
grace.” 
 

There is no other truth worth as much as this truth. What message are you 
proclaiming? What seems to be at the heart of what you talk about with 
others? Politics, finances, success, business – all good things – but they 
don’t have the same eternal value that the gospel has! 
 

And the Gospel came from God to be proclaimed throughout the whole 
world. It isn’t just for the Jew. It isn’t just for you in your community. It is for 
the world. God’s will is that it would transform our world – that it would produce 
these virtues everywhere. God so loved the world, He gave His son. 
 

Paul is rejoicing because this gospel is having this effect “all over the world.” 
The Gospel produces life and growth. It should never stop causing growth 
in the world just as it has and is causing growth among you.  
 

When the gospel is heard and believed, lives change radically. I can 
personally attest to this in my own life. And what is the central message of 
this good news? THE UNDERSTANDING OF GOD’S GRACE. 
 

I said earlier, “you can tell when someone exhibits genuine faith in Christ 
because it is demonstrated by unconditional love for imperfect people.” Why? 
Because as recipients we understand God’s grace. 
 

The Gospel is the grace of God. You and I cannot earn acceptance before 
God. Salvation is by grace alone through faith. None of us deserve His 



love. Why? Because we understand that we are broken by sin and 
selfishness. None of us can earn His love. If we could then the message of 
the gospel is all about us.  
 

You would have to jump through certain hoops or follow some rituals and 
regulations to earn it. We don’t love our kids like that do we? I hope not! We 
just love them no matter what. That is the nature of God like love too.  
 

One of the false teachings in the church of Colossae was this and so Paul 
establishes that the gospel is the good news of grace. We receive what we 
don’t deserve, not when we’re good enough, but when we recognize that 
we’re bad enough to be disqualified from it.  
 

Of all the world religions, Christianity alone offers salvation without demands 
for pious works. The gospel of grace is truly good news. It brings faith, 
love, hope, and a desire to share it with others. 
 

God’s plan has always been to use human instruments to bring forth the 
gospel to a dying world. Epaphras was faithful in sharing the Good News. He 
wants us to be faithful to Him and to the gospel of grace. Are you? Am I? 
 

Action Steps 
 

1. Be thankful when you pray. Instead of praying, “Lord, please give me…” 
let’s begin our prayers like this: “Thanks, God for all that you’ve done.” 
2. Identify one person you have a hard time loving. Ask God to help you 
love this individual. Ask Him to change your heart and teach you how to love. 
3. Determine this week to share God’s grace with at least one person. 
Invite them out for a coffee, talk about life and your faith, invite them to church. 
4. Take the next step in your journey of faith and growth. Perhaps you 
need to plug into a small group or on a serve team (Sasha/Website/Discover 
Class) or maybe you need to take the first step by responding to the gospel 
message and putting your faith in Jesus for forgiveness of sins! Some of you 
have already committed your life to Jesus but need to make that public by 
following the Lord in baptism. Today is a good day to take a next step!  
 

To help you seal the deal on your next step, pray along with me this morning 
in your heart where the next step you need to take relates to you. 
 


