
 

Week 2/12 in our Study of Book of Colossians 
 

As I said last week…Epaphras gives Paul a report on the Colossian church: 
about the spiritual progress he’s seen and the false teachings they faced. 
 

Since the day Epaphras made this issue known to Paul, he and his team had 
been praying for the church. We see this prayer in Colossians 1:9-14. 
 

Let’s start by reading just the first verse in this incredible prayer. 
 

Colossians 1:9 NIV, “For this reason, since the day we heard about you, 
we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you 
with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding 
that the Spirit gives…”  
 

False teachers had come into this little church, claiming to have a deeper, 
fuller knowledge of the things of God. They came with an elaborate religious 
system, a mixture of Jewish tradition and Greek philosophy, which 
confused them with regards to God’s will and work in their lives. 
 

So, they prayed that God would fill these believers with the knowledge of 
His will. That this knowledge of what God wanted for them as they lived 
their lives would come as a result of divine insight (wisdom and 
understanding) that only the Holy Spirit could give them. 
 

What is really interesting is, that for us as humans, knowledge must always 
precede understanding and wisdom. We receive knowledge, work through 
understanding what we know and then apply it - wisdom is the proper 
application of understood knowledge. But here, the knowledge of His will 
springs out of the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives. 
 

And that’s what Paul and his co-workers pray for. That in light of all the 
wisdom and understanding that false teachers were pressing upon them 
about God’s will - that the Spirit would fill them with the knowledge of 
God’s will; a spiritual wisdom and understanding versus a human one. 
 

With that reason for prayer expressed, Paul tells them the why, followed by 
strong teaching to combat a rules and regulations-oriented approach to life. 
 

Colossians 1:10 NIV, “…so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and 
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God…” 



 

When we know God’s will, only then are we able to live lives worthy of the 
Lord and please Him in every way.  
 

We cannot disconnect a life worthy of the Lord and pleasing to Him from 
the wisdom & understanding of the Spirit of God to what His will is for us.  
 

That’s going to look a lot different than a life lived based on some else’s 
wisdom and understanding of God’s will. Greek and Jewish wisdom based on 
rules and regulation was confusing them. We see that in chapter 2. 
 

Colossians 2:20-23 NIV, “…why, as though you still belonged to the world, 
do you submit to its rules: “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”? These 
rules, which have to do with things that are all destined to perish with use, are 
based on merely human commands and teachings. Such regulations 
indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, 
their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any 
value in restraining sensual indulgence.” 
 

So, with that in mind, let’s return to verse 10 and talk about this this phrase: 
worthy of the Lord. 
 

Colossians 1:10 NIV, “…so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and 
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God…” 
 

The word worthy. It is key to understanding what Paul is saying here about 
the way we approach living life as Christ followers. 
 

In Bible days, gold and silver were weighed on a simple scale. One side of 
the scale carried a weight of known value. The gold or silver was poured out 
on the other side until it balanced.  
 

The amount necessary to achieve this balance (was called “axiõs” – the word 
translated “worthy” here. It means weighing as much as or of like value. 
 

God desire for us is to live lives worthy or in axiõs of the Lord. In other 
words, He desires for us to live lives that are equal in worth or value to His 
weight or His value and thus please Him in every way. 
 

So what does a life that pleases Him look like?  
Well, it is a life that balances out, weighing equivalent in value of the Lord! 
 



We are called to follow Him! We aren’t following anyone else, we’re following 
Him. It isn’t a life focused on the destination, it is a live focused on the one 
we are following. Jesus taught this in John 14. Paul’s teaching Jesus 101. 
 

John 14:2-4 NIV, “My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, 
would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me 
that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am 
going. [the eternal destination]” 
 

John 14:5-7 NIV, “Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?” [the path or way to the destination] 
“Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father [the eternal destination] except through me. [the path or way to 
the destination] If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From 
now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
 

John 14:8-10 NIV, “Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be 
enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I 
have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I 
am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do 
not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who 
is doing his work.” 
 

Drop down to John 14:12 NIV, “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me 
will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things 
than these, because I am going to the Father.” 
 

The Spirit of the Lord was upon Jesus, filling Him with the knowledge 
of God’s will, so that God could do good works through Him: to proclaim 
good news to the poor, freedom for the prisoners, recovery of sight for the 
blind, to set the oppressed people free [Luke 4]. We’re called to walk in 
balance with Him – to do life His way - let God do works through us. 
 

Through us in Jesus and Jesus in us, God makes available to us His will, His 
wisdom and understanding so that we can live a life worthy of the Lord 
and please Him in every way – as He works through us by His Spirit. 
 

Now, with that in mind, What does that look like?  
 



Colossians 1:9-10 NIV, “…We continually ask God to fill you with the 
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 
gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every 
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God…”  
 

He fully informs us of His will through the Spirit who gives us wisdom 
and understanding, SO THAT: we might live in balance with who we 
follow: What’s that look like? Well, first, it causes us to… 
 

1. BE PRODUCTIVE. 
 

When we surrender ourselves to Him and He makes us productive; to live 
worthy or in an equivalent way that the Lord lived; Letting God work through 
us to bear fruit. 
 

Galatians 5:22-23 NIV, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  
 

Hebrews 13:16 NIV, “And do not forget to do good and to share with others.” 
 

Healthy relational interactions are so very important. That’s what the Spirit 
produces in the life of the believer. They love better, they bring joy to a 
relationship, they foster peace where conflict emerges, they find patience 
in troubled times until calmer ones come, they show kindness and 
goodness to those who need it and stick to-it-ive-ness when friendships go 
through challenges. They are gentle and self-controlled with their words 
and actions when interacting with people facing with painful situations. 
 

All these are good works that God produces in us when Spirit gives us 
wisdom and understanding and fills us with the knowledge of His in 
tough situations –and we share what God has given us with others! 
 

1 Timothy 6:18 NIV, “Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share.” 
 

Titus 3:14 NIV, “Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what 
is good, in order to provide for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives.” 
 

Let me make an important point here. The work we do far less important than 
the fruit it produces. DON’T CONFUSE the WORK with the FRUIT. 
 

Colossians 1:10 NIV says, “…bearing fruit in every good work…” 
 



There are a lot of people who are busy doing what they think are good works, 
but often times those works accomplish nothing of lasting value. We don’t just 
want to be busy - we want our works to bear spiritual fruit! 
 

Andrew Murray once said, “Do not confound work and fruit. There may be a 
good deal of work for Christ that is not the fruit of the heavenly Vine.”  
 

There is a distinct difference between a Christian who leverages the gospel 
for their own benefit, fame or reputation and a Christian who leverages their 
own life or fame for the work of the good news of Jesus.  
 

Celebrities want fame. Saints want influence so others may know Jesus. 
 

Do we want to live lives that are worthy of Him? Let’s seek to bear real fruit 
in how we relate and influence others in knowing Jesus. That’s divine fruit. 
 

Colossians 1:9-10 NIV, “…We continually ask God to fill you with the 
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 
gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every 
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God…”  
 

When we live a life that’s in balance with Jesus, we embrace the Spirit’s 
wisdom and let Him live through us, causing us to bear fruit and to… 
 

2. GROW IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. 
 
These first two evidences: producing fruit and growing in our knowledge of 
God go together. If we want to bear fruit, we have to know God.  
 

2 Peter 1:3 NIV, “His divine power has given us everything we need for a 
godly [god-like] life… [How?] THROUGH OUR KNOWLEDGE OF HIM who 
called us by his own glory and goodness.” 
 

We live godly lives (worthy or weighing in value to the Lord’s], through our 
knowledge of God, which supplies us with His divine power so that we have 
everything we need for living that – God honoring – God pleasing - Life. 
 

Some people think my job is to “smack” people around telling them to “Be 
more generous!” “Go do missions!” “Stop being Lazy, Serve on the 
Serve Team!” Some compliantly out of obligation sign up. 
 



Let me tell you: there’s a better way to keep a balloon afloat than having 
me keep smacking it back into orbit. Fill it with helium. Then it floats on its 
own, no smacking required. That’s what getting to know God does. 
 

When we grow in understanding of who He is, fathom His goodness and 
glory, it’s like helium to our souls. It causes us to soar to greater heights and 
fruitfulness for the Lord.  
 

Do you want your life to bear fruit that matters? Get close to God. Spend 
time in His Word. Spend time in prayer. Spend time with His people.  
 

Grow in your understanding of God then you will bear fruit for God. 
 

Colossians 1:10-11 NIV, “…bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his 
glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience…” 
 

When we live a life in balance with the Jesus, we grow in our relationship with 
God, it will have an amazing result. We will… 
 

3. BE STRENGTHENED. 
 

If pleasing God were up to our own abilities and power, then we’d get 
frustrated and quit long before we saw the fruit of our labor. But it’s not. 
 

God wants to empower us with His divine power so we can persevere with 
patience anything this life throws at us. He wants to strengthen us with 
His might so we don’t get mad and quit. 
 

To make us more productive, HE strengthens us for the task. Literally, we 
have the ability to “remain under the load” without it crushing us. 
 

The Greek word for “patience” means forbearance or restraint. It is “a state 
of emotional calm in the face of frustration or adversity.” 
 

We persevere with patience. We stay on task without losing our cool, and 
that’s exactly what God gives us the strength to do. 
 

So, stop depending on your strength, start depending on His. 
 

If we want to be influential in others coming into a loving relationship with 
Jesus, we don’t need a bunch of professional preachers or flashy, expensive 
programs. We need to persevere with patience in the power God provides. 
 



What does God want from us? It’s really very simple. He wants us to be 
productive by getting to know Him. Then He wants us to be strong through 
His strength to persevere. And finally, He simply wants us to… 
 

4. BE GRATEFUL for all He’s done for us. 
 

He just wants us to be grateful for Him qualifying us for heaven, NOT US 
QUALIFYING OURSELVES. 
 

Colossians 1:11-12 NIV, “…being strengthened with all power according to 
his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and 
giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.” 
 

Let’s give thanks, for God qualified us for heaven. Literally, God has made us 
worthy through His Son to handle our rich inheritance - heaven. He has 
made us worthy - balanced the scale for us in Heaven. 
 

When I think about living a life worthy of the Lord, a life that literally weighs 
as much as Him in value, I know it is absolutely impossible in and of myself.  
 

It would be like putting a Styrofoam cup on the scale next to a pile of gold. My 
life is worth nothing compared to Him. But when I put my trust in Christ, and 
surrender to God who fills me with Himself.  
 

He filled this “Styrofoam cup” with His holy presence. Then my life gains 
value and weight. All of a sudden, I am qualified not only to be a citizen in His 
kingdom, but to productive in this life, and to share the glories of the next life. 
 

The same can happen for you. Just trust Christ with your life and let God fill 
you with Himself. Then you too will be adequate prepared to receive heaven. 
 

And for those of us who have already trusted Christ with our lives, let’s be 
grateful! Let’s give thanks, because God has qualified us for heaven. HOW? 
 

Colossians 1:13-14 NIV, “For he has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves. In whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 
 

Dear friends, it’s all about what He has done and is doing in and through us 
as we yield to His Spirit.  He took us from prison, made us citizens in His 
kingdom and now, we’re free! Free to be productive, to be strong, to be 
grateful; and live lives worthy of Him. Let’s pray. – Share Mom/Dad break. 


