
Who’s Thankful? The Thankless Nine 
 

Today, we’re going to look at an awesome miracle that should have 
resulted in exuberant thankfulness, but sadly, it was lacking. 10 people 
were healed but only one returned to thank Him. 

 

SHAKESPEARE, “Blow, blow, thou winter wind - Thou art not so unkind - 
As man’s ingratitude.” 

 

It was in light of others ingratitude that Shakespeare prayed… 
“O Lord, that lends me life, lend me a heart replete with thankfulness.”  

 

It is so easy for us to overlook the miracles of God’s creation and His 
abundant provision in our lives. Just one crisis, and a lifetime of His 
proven faithfulness to us unravels in our minds. In a world that 
increasingly becomes less mindful of the creator and more unthankful of 
His blessings, Lord, help me to be more thankful.  
 

All ten of the leppers who were healed in today’s story had been 
ostracized by society and marked as untouchable due to leprosy. 
 

Leprosy, also called Hansen’s disease, is a disease unrestricted by 
race, occupation, climate, or social status. There are between 2-3 
million cases of leprosy around the world today, mostly found in tropical 
Africa, India, Indonesia, S. America, The Philippines, and China. In the 
United States, it is rare, just 150 to 250 cases diagnosed annually. It 
takes a lot of exposure to catch leprosy. You’d have to shake hands 
or sit next to a person very often to get leprosy. And people aren’t the 
only carriers of leprosy. It’s possible to catch the disease by handling 
an armadillo or spending time in an area where these animals live. 
Now, people can be carriers for years before showing any physical 
signs. If left untreated, the results can cause disfiguring and paralysis 
in the hands and feet which often results in multiple injuries due to lack 
of sensation. Blindness can also occur. Today, there are effective 
methods of controlling the disease, and while modern drugs can cure it, 
nothing can undo the toll the disease takes on the body.   
 

In Old Testament times there were guidelines for diagnosing leprosy 
reducing the spread of the disease (Leviticus 13).  Those diagnosed with 
it were cut off from the community - homeless. 
 



Leviticus 13:45-46, “Anyone with such a defiling disease must wear torn 
clothes, let their hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of their face and 
cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ As long as they have the disease, they 
remain unclean. They must live alone; they must live outside the camp.” 
 

In Luke 17 a group of poor homeless lepers made up of Samaritans and 
Jews met up with Jesus, at a distance, asking for His help. 
 

We don’t know what how may Jews there were in this group versus 
Samaritans, but what we do know, is that under normal circumstances, a 
relationship between them would have been non-existent.  But, despite 
their racial hatred, their shared misery drove them together.   
 

When you get right down to it, we’re all the same. We share the same 
misery, need for companionship, love, forgiveness, and for Jesus. Right! 
 

Let’s read this account. Luke 17:11-14 NIV, “Now on his way to 
Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and 
Galilee. As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met 
him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, 
Master, have pity on us!” When he saw them, he said, “Go, show 
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed.”  
 

Their cries for help indicate that they had some key knowledge.  
They knew the Lord’s name and had a perception of His authority and 
power to heal, calling Him “Master,”.  
 

So, their plea for ‘mercy’ was based on knowing who Jesus was and His 
power to change their circumstances. But their concepts were based 
mostly on their physical need. They were sick. He was a Healer. 
 

Despite all that, their cry for ‘mercy’ provided Jesus with an opportunity to 
work. And as you look at the text, you find that their cry for mercy got 
Jesus’ attention. And when He looked at them – saw them - He 
responded. It’s so important that we take time to see people. 
 

You know, we lived in Ecuador over a decade and saw extreme poverty 
there; beggars at every corner. I’m sad to say, that because we were so 
inundated with multitudes of them coming from every direction, it became 
easier and easier to look away, to decidedly not make eye contact. 
 



And we certainly didn’t want to reinforce a life surrendered to poverty.  
 

As a mission, we were faced with figuring out how to help so may 
homeless children (Ecuador had one of the highest populations of 
homeless children in the world at the time). So, we started a program 
teaching them how to be shoe shiners; which made them enough to buy 
food and find shelter and schooling. We had to monitor all this because 
homeless adults tried to pimp these kids for their own financial benefit. 
 

Laurie and I had our own strategy for helping the poor near own home. At 
the end of our street, there was a lady whose husband was disabled, so 
she found herself begging at the light every day. We’d give her the 
occasional pancito or cloths, but no money. As to her money needs, 
which were real, we encouraged her to get a box of candy or gum and 
start selling it and we promised to buy from her. Well, she did and in time 
developed a pretty impressive little business. We were regular patrons. 
 

That said, I can’t tell you how many times we passed her by before we 
saw her and decided to help her. It’s so easy to look away, isn’t it? 
 

We must be very careful not to ignore the poor around us. Find a way to 
help them. Be creative. But most importantly see them and hear them. 
That is the key to learning how to be compassionate as Jesus was. 
 

Proverbs 21:13 NIV, “Whoever shuts their ears to the cry of the poor 
    will also cry out and not be answered.”  
 

Proverbs 28:27 ESV, “Those who give to the poor will lack nothing, 
    but those who close their eyes to them receive many curses.” 
 

So, Jesus hears their cries and sees them in their shared misery and this 
is what He says… 
 

Luke 17:14 NIV, “When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to 
the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed.” 
 

The purpose of His command was to test and to strengthen their faith. 
Going to the priest while still full of leprosy may have seemed absurd, 
unless of course, they believed Jesus could & would heal them.   
 

How strange it must have felt as the cleansing change came over their 
bodies as they went. Skin rashes disappearing, paralysis fading away, 



blindness restored. Can you picture them? Like little children, 
ecstatically jumping about. WOW. Yet astonishingly: only 1 said thanks. 
 

Luke 17:15-18 NIV, “One of them, when he saw he was healed, came 
back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and 
thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, “Were not all ten 
cleansed? Where are the other nine? Has no one returned to give praise 
to God except this foreigner?” 
 

You can detect a tone of surprise and sadness in Christ’s three questions. 
   

“Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?” 
"Has no one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?" 

 

The fewness of those who were thankful surprised and saddened Jesus. 
And the numbers of those who show no thankfulness today, remains.   
 

Listen folks, we increase the sweetness of our blessings when we 
meditate on them with gratitude and give thanks; praise to God for them. 
 

We weaken ourselves and the sweetness of our blessings when we 
don’t take the time to thank and praise God for them.  With that in mind,…   
 

What is the primary cause of true thankfulness?    
What should thankfulness look like?   
What difference does it make?  
 

Let’s look closer at this solitary man who gave thanks. First, what is… 
 

1. The Primary Cause of His Thankfulness 
   

This story illustrates well the primary reason for us as Christian’s to be 
thankful. It’s a cause that shouldn’t change despite our varying 
circumstances. It is a reason to be thankful that runs much deeper. 
 

In the Old Testament, lepers were described as “ceremonially unclean.” 
Meaning they were unfit to engage in any community or religious 
activities. Lepers kept their distance so as not to contaminate others. And 
the stigma attached this description, served as an illustration of sin.   
 

A sense of our own spiritual leprosy (sin) humbles us in our approach to 
people who are trying to live a holy life. We try to shield those we love 



from ourselves when we are in sin – our spouses, children, and church 
friends: “The place will burn down if I enter into that church.” 
 

And most of all, our sin causes us to shy away from Christ. In humility, we 
ask ourselves, “who am I, that I should draw near to Jesus who is infinitely 
pure? I am impure!” 
 

Peter had that same response when he first met Jesus… 
Luke 5:8 NIV, “Simon Peter…fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away 
from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 
 

In the presence of such holiness and righteousness, we all need to 
exercise humility. And that humility requires as much understanding 
about His holiness as it does an awareness of our unholiness. 
 

Romans 3:9-10 NIV, “What shall we conclude then? Do we have any 
advantage? Not at all! For we have already made the charge that Jews 
and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. As it is written: “There is 
no one righteous, not even one.” 

 

This self-awareness of physical impurity came pretty easy to Lepers. 
That’s why they pleaded for mercy. Yet, only one saw the deeper truth. 
 

If the 9 others had truly understood their sinfulness and unworthiness, 
then their cry for mercy would have ended in the same response as this 
humble Samaritan, broken by grace and thankful at the feet of Jesus.   
  

Matthew 18:4 NIV, “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

Just like these 10 lepers, we all have physical and material needs we 
want God, in His great mercy, to meet. But also like them, there is a 
much deeper spiritual healing we need. 
 

It’s a basic need for all humanity. A need for forgiveness and cleansing 
from wrong thoughts, words and actions (=sin). A rescue from its 
consequences, resulting in a restored and right relationship with others – 
and especially with God. We yearn for these deep & vibrant relationships.  
 

Without that cleansing, we stand outside the camp, alienated from 
society, spiritually cut off from communion - spiritually poor and homeless. 
 



So What is the Primary cause of ingratitude? 
 

Well, where humility is lacking = pride and self-sufficiency fill the void. 
 

As terrible as their physical condition was, the social isolation must have 
been excruciating. Stigma, sick = sin; deserving punishment - Job. But 
they were no more sinful than their healthy friends. I can’t help but wonder 
how bitter or resentful they were with people and God?   
 

Maybe they bought into this rhetoric and felt unjustly “punished by God” 
and finally vindicated. We all like to blame Him for the evils that plague 
us. Weird. God behind evil?? 
 

Let’s face it, as difficult as it is for dependent people to be proud, it’s 
even harder for self-made independent people to be humble & 
thankful to God.   
 

So, now they were healed - freed from the stigma they had lived with for 
years.  And having turned their backs on Jesus 9 pressed forward 
toward their new lives back in society.  
 

Time was a wastin’, the sooner they presented themselves to the priests, 
the sooner they’d get home. We’ll look Jesus up later & thank him. 
 

I’m sure the priests took great care to discount Christ’s role in their 
healing; as in the case of the blind man. “Now that you’re back in good 
standing society, keep our distance from undesirables like Jesus.” 
 

Let’s forego looking up Jesus to thank Him. A quick prayer to God will do. 
 

Humble awareness: of our need, of who He is and of His grace in 
supplying, must be followed with decisive immediate thanksgiving!  
 

That said… 
 

2. What should thankfulness look like?   
 

It isn’t enough to just feel thankful. 
Right attitude always manifests itself in right action. 

 

The Samaritan leper had to decide to turned back and leave the other 
nine in order to do what he knew wasn’t popular (he had to stand 
against the overwhelming majority’s response to continue on).  



 

It wasn’t a convenient choice either because it cost him valuable 
time in being released back to his family since the priests were tasked 
with approving his new status for the sake and safety of others.   
 

BUT it was the right choice. The right thing to do. No matter what 
others do, or how inconvenient, we should be thankful. 
 

Luke 17:15-16 NIV, “Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on 
his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. 
 

So, he turned toward God, loudly and vocally acknowledged God’s 
worthiness. Last, he then fell down at Jesus’ feet; acknowledging his 
own unworthiness and Jesus’ worthiness & thanked. 
 

To draw attention to Jesus Christ is to glorify God. Jesus is the 
manifestation of God.  As Matthew puts it, he is God with us, and as 
Paul states in Colossians, He is the express image of His person.  
  

While it is right to be grateful for things, the character of true 
thankfulness sees beyond the things to the one who made all things.   
 

2 Peter 1:2-3, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of 
God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to 
us everything pertaining to life and godliness.” 
 

We reach the climax of thanksgiving when we direct our gratitude to the 
person simply for who he is, rather than for what he has done.   
 

This is the character of true thanksgiving:  glorifying God by a changed 
life and a passionate testimony to His grace that has made us whole.  
 

1 Peter 2:9-10 NIV, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 
 

This is the character of true thanksgiving. 
 

3. What difference does it make? (if we do or not - word/action) 
 



Jesus rejoiced over ‘this stranger,’ and gave him a greater gift at last 
than he had received when the leprosy was cleared from his flesh.  
 

Luke 17:19 NIV, “Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has 
made you well.” 
 

Christ raised him up and sent him on his way to the priest, but that was 
just a prelude to, “Your faith has made you well.”  
 

In Luke 7, this word ‘sesōken’ is translated. ‘You faith has saved you.’  
 

The other two words Jesus used before in this text previously were words 
for cleansed and healed; this one is different! This word in its deepest 
meaning, resulted in a more fatal leprosy being melted out of this man’s 
soul.  The rest had their physical cure; but he had an eternal cure from 
Jesus: “Your faith has made whole.”   
 

How convicting the questions Jesus asked, ““Were not all ten cleansed? 
Where are the other nine?” The Lord of creation wanted to be thanked.   

 

We all know how much we appreciate being thanked for anything, and 
how terrible it is to be taken for granted.  We should practice the same. 
 

Hebrews 13:15-16 NIV, “Through him then let us continually offer up a 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his 
name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God.” 
 

Are we truly thankful? 
 

That which causes true thanksgiving to burst forth is a humble heart 
and an awareness of our unworthiness and His perfect worthiness. 
 

True thanksgiving is not only marked by a right attitude; but right 
action too.   Our lips and lives express our gratitude for who He is. 
 

Thankfulness effects more than just a temporal physical blessing but 
an eternal spiritual blessing.  True thankfulness please the Lord. 
 


