
 
  Charlie Brown Christmas Clip 

 

Luke 2:8-14 KJV, “And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the 
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” 

 

A Child is Born: “Tidings of Great Joy” 
 
The Christmas story is a wonder filled story. It’s a story of how the birth 
of the Lord Jesus was first announced to mankind. And if you look closely at 
the story and the announcement of this birth of the King of the Universes’ 
Son, it is surprising to find some things missing.  
 

Because, the births of most kings’ sons are met with great public 
celebrations with the masses of people in attendance gathered outside the 
palace walls awaiting the presentation of the new born prince. 
 

But the announcement of this little Prince’s birth was made privately, at 
midnight, far from any palace, without masses of people and pageantry and 
showiness.  
 

Luke 2:8-9 KJV, “And there were in the same country shepherds abiding 
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the 
Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid.” 
 

Shepherds—not to priests and rulers—shepherds—not to Scribes and 
Pharisees. A glorious angel lit up the sky, and proclaimed to them, "born to 
you this day is a Savior, who is Christ the Lord."  
 

And having made that announcement, a multitude of angels suddenly show 
up to add some pizazz to the heavenly announcement. 
 



Luke 2:13 NKJV, “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God!” 
  

So why to shepherds and not influential people? James 2:5 comes to mind, 
 

“Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are 
poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the 
kingdom he promised those who love him?” 
 

The lack of social status or money never excludes people from the 
blessings and benefits of God. In fact, most times the things of God’s are 
hidden from the great and noble, but revealed to the poor.  
 

Jesus explains the kind of poverty that God loves reveal Himself to.  
 

Matthew 5:3, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

 

The poor in spirit cry out in dependence upon God, because they have 
little else to depend upon. Whether it’s unmet financial needs, or emotional, 
relational or spiritual needs, it’s those crises that cause a person cry out in 
reliance to God. 
 

Before a priest or “religious person” can see their need, they must be 
emptied of self-righteousness. 
 

Before a ruler or prominent or influential person, can see their need, they 
must be emptied of their own power. 
 

Before a rich person can see their need, they must be emptied of their own 
self-sufficiency,  
 

Before the intellectual can see their need, they must be emptied of their 
own wisdom. 
 

If our fullness or richness in any area keeps us from needing God, we’re 
not poor in spirit.  – Yet! 
 

Verse 10 says, "Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.” 
 

Even though Good News of Great Joy was delivered to ALL people it’s 
interesting that it came tucked away in the middle of nowhere and 



announced to societal nobodies – lowly shepherds sent not to an Inn even 
but a stable where a baby is born in an animal food trough. WOW! 

 

What were these good tidings of Great Joy? 
 

First, let’s look at the tidings Luke mentions in verse 11… 
 

Luke 2:11 KJV, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” 
 

The titles here announce the fulfilled hopes over centuries. There’s an 
increasing greatness with each title! 
 

The city of “David,” alludes to His role as king, David’s throne.   
 

Their hope of a deliverer king from King Caesar was a cause for great Joy. 
 

The title ‘Savior’ meant far more than the shepherds could comprehend.  
 

Matthew 1:21, “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name 
JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins. 

 

Gabriel declared Him to be not only the king that would fix their nation by 
defeating their oppressors, He would be their Savior who would fix the 
issue of sin, guilt and shame.  
 

He would be their Christ or Messiah or Anointed One, a holy priest 
intercessor—the greater than Moses the law-giver; and prophet and King.  
 

The title ‘The Lord’ master, all worthy and all mighty, endowed with 
authority and dominion. As Gabriel told Mary in Luke 1:32 & 35 
 

"He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest…”” 

“…that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God. 

 

This corresponds to what Gabriel told Joseph in… 
 

Matthew 1:23, “…and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is 
translated, “God with us.” 

 

700 years previously, Isaiah 9:6 said, “For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 



Jesus is King, Savior, Messiah, and Lord – Mighty God, everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace.  And He came to live among us. To love us. To suffer 
for us. To die for us. And to offer us a new life. Eternal Life!  
 

Now that’s the kind of good tidings that bring Great Joy! 
 

Verse 12 says, "And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger." 

 

What a humble God we serve Though almighty and worthy of all honor, the 
vast RICHNESS of the Creator of all things, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

was wrapped in SWADDLING clothes; comfortably and humbly born in a 
animal food trough, without pomp from the prominent, affluent or influential. 

 

"No, you will find him wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a 
manger." 

 

Christ came in this humble way to destroy pride, which is the root of evil in 
the souls of all people. And this great joy was no longer confined to the 
Jews, He offers this joy to the whole world.  
 

Notice, those who were first to joyfully praise God at Christ’s birth: 
ANGELS, not men—angels who had never sinned, who needed no 
Savior—who had not fallen with Satan, and required no redeemer.  
 

Their joy shows us how important this event was for mankind and just how 
deep they understood that the Father’s love and compassion is for us.  
 

So lastly, let’s look at the praise that this multitude of angels sing.  
 

Luke 2:13-14 KJV, “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

 

The Glory to God, In the Highest has stooped to the lowest place in order to 
frame the context in which He would bring peace on earth – and good will 
toward mankind.  
 

The sinless came for the sinful; the righteous for the unrighteous – the One 
who is all deserving for the undeserving! It’s in this context, when those who 
understand their need, their sinfulness, their unworthiness, God is their 
waiting to fill the void with peace. 
 



It is a peace He offers freely to all people—and once received, gives us the 
capacity to live at peace one with another.  
And it is all because of His GOODWILL toward us, His Grace, undeserved, 
unearned, unmerited good will - favor. That is how their song ends. 
 

"Goodwill towards men!" 
 

Yes, God’s goodwill and undeserved kindness was born on Christmas day 
– and fully realized when the Son was given 33 years later on a cross.  
 

This was the song of praise the angels sang that first Christmas night.   
 

Great Joy is available for all. 
 

Luke 2:15-16 NKJV, so the shepherds said, “Let us now go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known 
to us." And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
Babe lying in a manger.” They went to Bethlehem in haste.  
 

Their simple faith was met with rich reward. Luke 2:20 NKJV concludes,  
 

“Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.” 

 

We too, when we believe implicitly, and act promptly, without haste, will 
find Great joy when we meet this Child that is born, the Son that is given, A 
Savior, Messiah, Lord – our Mighty God, everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace – when we embrace Him as our own – this good news brings 
GREAT JOY to our lives – now and forever. 
  


