
Every Christmas season I am reminded of one of my all-time favorite Bible 
passages. So beautifully and poetically and insightfully and prophetically 
written; 700 years before it would come to pass. And thousands of years after 
its fulfillment we have the ability to witness just how full and accurate its 
writing. Non other that the Holy Spirit is its author. 
 

Isaiah 9:6 NIV, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given…” 
 

(It is a text born out of the hopes and dreams of Israel; a promise for a 
better future) 

 
“A Child is Born, A Son is Given”: Jesus, The Fulfillment of Hope” 

 
What are you most hopeful for? In dark and desperate times, it only takes a 
glimmer of light to bring hope to a person’s heart.  
 
In the morning, just before sunrise, a few rays of light reveal the Judean hills 
off in the distance. It’s daybreak and the darkness runs to hide, hope of a new 
day has begun.  
 
When Isaiah wrote the beginning verses of chapter 9, he was looking forward 
with great anticipation and hope to the day when those few rays of light, the 
beginning of daybreak, the hope of a new day, would come. 
 
He was foretelling the promise of the messiah’s coming. The promise and 
hope that one day all the painful wrongs would be made right through Him. 
 

Isaiah 9:2-5, NIV, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. You have 
enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as 
people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that 
burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 
Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be 
destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.”  
 

All the darkness, sadness, conflict, oppression and pain will come to an 
end. How and when Lord God? Here is the answer… 
 

Isaiah 9:6-7, NIV, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 



greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on 
David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 
Almighty will accomplish this.” (great enthusiasm in pursuit of a cause) 
 
For some of us, the Christmas season each year accentuates painful and 
depressing reminders of broken dreams and missing loved ones. For others 
of us, it also reminds us of a hope promised; that brokenness and death are 
not the end of the story. There is still Hope for all mankind. 
 

If you look at the world today, you can see it is hopelessly spiraling down into 
spiritual darkness. Yes, in times past, we’ve seen and heard of spiritual 
revivals all around the world, but truth is, societies everywhere are running 
further away from God each day.  
 
That was also the reality for the Israelites throughout history. The enticement 
of the world and sinful pleasure overshadowed and cut off the joy and hope 
that was in their hearts. Over time they compromised what they knew to be 
true. They drifted spiritually away and believed the lie of the enemy. They 
forgot about God and slipped away out of the light of His presence and into 
the shadows. But God never gave up on them. 
 
In good time, He sent them a messenger name John the Baptist to prepare 
the them for the coming of that light, the Messiah, who would dispel the 
darkness. 
 

Luke 1:67-80 NIV, “His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
prophesied: “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come 
to his people and redeemed them. He has raised up a horn of salvation for 
us in the house of his servant David (as he said through his holy prophets of 
long ago), salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us—
to show mercy to our ancestors and to remember his holy covenant, the 
oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our 
enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and 
righteousness before him all our days. And you, my child, will be called a 
prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the 
way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, by which 
the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of 



peace.” And the child [John] grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived 
in the wilderness until he appeared publicly to Israel.” 
 

This prophesy of hope looked forward to a rising sun sent from Heaven into 
our darkness and the face of death to guide us into a path of peace. 
 

The hope found in that first Christmas is still alive folks! The celebration of 
Christmas is a reminder to people everywhere that God not forget us and that 
He sent his one and only son to be born to us and for us. That message of 
hope is heard all around the world. A savior is born. Christ the Lord. 
Immanuel: which means: God with us. 
 
Mathew in His account of the Messiah’s birth said this… 
 

Matthew 1:20-23 NIV, “An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to 
a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
 
GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE PERSON OF JESUS HAS COME TO GIVE US 
HOPE 
 

Isaiah saw that one day in the future, when God would bring a great light and 
salvation through the birth of a child. It was not until hundreds of years later 
that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John recorded Jesus’s birth in the little town of 
Bethlehem.  
 

Isaiah 9:6 NIV, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” 
 

Jesus came as a baby born of a virgin and who grew into a man clothed in 
flesh so that He might give His life to pay for the sins of the world, my sins, 
your sins and offer us forgiveness and a new lease on life with a promise of 
a life after death. This promise is for all who believe; a gift offered to us by 
God and His Son Jesus. 
 

John 3:16 NIV, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
 



John 10:17-18 NIV, “The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my 
life—only to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of 
my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. 
This command I received from my Father.” 
 
The son is given, and by giving himself, He offers you hope; that is a 
wonderful gift. Hope wrapped up in the swaddling clothes of a baby; the 
savior. Hope in His birth, even in His death and resurrection. Hope has come 
in the person of Jesus Christ. 
 

He is our hope. The Apostle Paul reiterates this truth in his letters to Timothy 
and Titus. 
 

1 Timothy 1:1 NIV, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God 
our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope.” 
 
Titus 2:12-14 NIV, “Live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 
age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem 
us.”  
 

For a world damaged by a sin plagued people without hope in the world, 
Jesus was born and given to us to give us hope. 
 

Ephesians 2:12-13 NIV, “Remember that at that time you were separate from 
Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of 
the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ.”  
 

What does hopelessness look like to you? 
 

Depression of some kind darkens the door of most people, Christians too. 
 
It’s a spiritual or emotional fog that stubbornly clouds our hope and happiness. 
It might last for a couple hours, or for years. It might be brought on by a 
specific traumatic experience or a broken relationship, or it might be less 
traceable, more difficult to explain. Some cases are clinical and require 
special attention, but lots of others are just part of everyday life in a broken 
and failing world. 
 



While many are lost to their depression — helplessly wandering in their own 
darkness — As Christians, we have somewhere to turn, truths we can turn to 
and rehearse in our minds until our broken hearts catch up with our faith in 
God and His promises.  
 
Remember this, Christ didn’t just come to save and deliver us from our broken 
heartedness, He jumped off into the deep end and experienced all the pains 
and temptations we face and more.  
 

At the cross, he dove headfirst into the darkness of abuse, denial, 
betrayal, loneliness and death, so that we might have eternal, unfading, 
always-increasing hope and happiness. 
 

A Hope that gives us increasing expectation and that creates passion and 
purpose for those in our lives.  
 
Many of us may feel guilty for trying to enjoy the holidays while others are 
miserable or can’t enjoy the season. Today, I want us to remember that the 
Christmas story is all about this hope.  
 

Hope was what the angels sang about.  
Hope is why the shepherds left their flocks to go and worship Him.  
Hope was why the Magi traveled so far to present gifts to Him.  
Hope lay in the manger.  
Hope caused Mary to look down at her Son with great wonder in her heart.  
 
The Advent story is a story filled the hope. It chronicles the coming to earth 
of the One who is hope, Jesus. There is no other source of lasting hope. 
 

Good education will not solve the problem.  
A Benevolent government has no power to solve the problem.  
More and better laws can’t penetrate to the source of the problem.  
People can barely help themselves, let alone the hopelessness others feel. 
 

You see, the inescapable truth is, sin has infected every single human 
being and is at the heart of every conflict we witness and are a part of. It 
stems from ego, self-righteousness, blame, unforgiveness, pride, anger, and 
lack of self control.  
 

We see those conflicts in ourselves, in our marriages, with our children, in our 
families, in our friendships, in our communities, in our state, country, and in 
the world. It has scarred every aspect of the cosmos. 



 

And in every context, we all long for one thing and one thing alone: divine 
intervention. God help us! That’s the only solution. Someone greater and 
mightier and more powerful and more right and more just, save us from 
ourselves. Please! 
 

Those cries broke through the darkness and chaos 2000 years ago. God 
heard and answered, He sent; a Savior Son, the only suitable Savior with the 
wisdom, power, and righteousness to accomplish the task, God himself in 
human form.  
 

Luke 2:8-11 NKJV, “Now there were in the same country shepherds living 
out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, 
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For 
there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.” 
 
He did not come to judge and condemn. He came to seek and to save. He 
came to suffer and forgive. He came to rescue and restore.  
 
He came to call, draw, and love those, who without his grace, would continue 
to live for themselves in a conflicted world of their own making.  
 

He was a child born, He was a Son Given, and because he was, there is 
hope that a broken world with broken sinners can be redeemed and the world 
can be renewed.  
 

It really is true: hope is a person, and his name is Jesus. 
 

One of my favorite Christmas carols is “O Holy Night.” I love the way the 
lyrics tell the story of Jesus’ birth. The first stanza paints a beautiful picture of 
a world waiting, longing until our Savior was born and our "soul felt its 
worth”! One line in particular stops my heart every time I hear it: 
 

"A thrill of hope — the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new 
and glorious morn." 

 

That thrill of hope is the love that heals us when we are hurting. That thrill 
of hope is that God is with us; we’re not alone. That hope is Jesus. That’s 
what Christmas is! 
 



In the face of darkness and pain, we have a very real hope in the coming 
of our Savior, who conquered death and darkness. While darkness 
surrounds us and troubles exist, Jesus has come, a light shining in a dark 
place waiting for us to invite Him into our lives so He can replace conflict 
with joy. This thrill of hope is still available today. 
 

Dear friend, no matter where you find yourself, no matter what your 
circumstances, may you experience the thrill of hope that God has for you, 
by accepting His wonder gift, the Son who was give for you, given to you. 
Have you received that gift yet? If, not I invite you to do so this morning – 
Pray in your hearts with me this morning  
 

Romans 15:13, NIV, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 

Christian, go spill some hope into the world around you! 
 


