
Faith Essentials: Christian Living 
 

DISCOVER CHURCH: “Christians should endeavor to live in a way that glorifies God 
and promotes the well-being of others; they should be faithful managers of their 
possessions; and endeavor to mature in their walk with Christ; becoming more and 
more like Him.” 
 

Now, this certainly does a good job of stating how what we believe should affect 
how we behave. What we don’t see here is the HOW and the WHY! 
 

Christ followers should endeavor to live differently. They should faithfully manage 
the possessions God has blessed them with. They should mature in their faith and 
become more like Jesus taught us and modelled for us. But… 

 

Why should we do this?  
How should we endeavor to do this? 

 

SO WHY FIRST! Let me begin by reminding you of this one thing, God is faithful, we 
serve a faithful God who may not remove difficulties and death from our lives, but 
He gives us the means to overcome the pain and hopelessness we experience.  
 

And so, if you honor God with your life, it doesn’t mean it’s going be easy, it doesn’t 
mean you’re not going to have challenges. But it is amazing what God can do in your 
life and through your life if you’re faithful to him. 
 

Today I want to talk about what Jesus taught more than anything else in the Bible. 
When you understand this, everything else will make sense and fall into place.  
 

Now some people might say, “I think His main teaching was on love” - no, or 
“money” - no. The one subject that Jesus talked about most was about the kingdom 
of God and how we can experience the kingdom of God on earth.  
 

It is this foundational truth that sets the stage for our statement of faith. 
 

Jesus said in Matthew 6:9-10,  “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.”  
 

This should be the primary focus of our hearts. What did Jesus want us to pray for? 
 



Hey guys, I want you to pray for God‘s kingdom, just as it’s happening in heaven, ask 
for it to happen, where? Here on Earth. 
 

Kind of cool. Guys, you can experience the kingdom of God on earth not just in 
heaven after you die.  
 

What does this phrase mean the kingdom of God or kingdom of heaven? Of course, 
the kingdom of Heaven is where God is and He’s the king so it can also be called the 
kingdom of God - same thing. 
 

So, what would the kingdom of God look like here on earth? What did Jesus mean? 
 

Well, the answer is really simple! Listen, in a kingdom a king’s will is done. A kingdom 
is not a democracy. The people don’t decide the values. Who decides the values? 
The king! Who creates the laws? The king! Who is in charge? The king! 
 

Jesus is saying that the kingdom of God can be experienced here on earth. God can 
be your king - your leader. You can experience it here. So pray for it to come! 
 

Your kingdom come… what does He say next? Your will be done. 
 

What He is saying is, if you want to experience his rule and reign, you have to want 
God’s will in your life.  
 

He does great job in heaven and so I’m sure he can do an amazing job on earth too. 
So, pray to experience it: God‘s presence, God’s peace, his provision, his protection, 
his leadership, & all the blessings that come with it. It starts by knowing His will…  
 

Paul said it like this, Romans 12:1-2, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to 
test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
 

This was the Central teaching of Jesus – God’s kingdom on earth – is where His will 
is known and embraced here, as it is in Heaven.  
 

So back in Matthew 4:17 right after His baptism and right when he begins His 
ministry. It says … 



“From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 
 

Jesus says we need to repent, turn away from our will and toward His will. We need 
to surrender our authority to God’s authority. We must conform to the world’s 
notions of what is right and wrong. We need to surrender to God’s will in order to 
experience his kingdom on Earth. So, repent – turn away from ? – turn toward Him. 
 

Paul - Ephesians 4:17-24, “So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must 
no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened 
in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance 
that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they 
have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, 
and they are full of greed. That, however, is not the way of life you learned when 
you heard about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is 
in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old 
self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude 
of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness 
and holiness.”   
 

In Matthew’s account of Jesus’ message on the kingdom of God continues. He sees 
all the worry and anxiety; people living under the oppressive government of the 
Roman empire, with overwhelming taxes and corruption at every turn. 
 

They were working like dogs just to make ends meet. So, with all of that in mind, 
Jesus says to them, you don’t need to be worried about all that. Instead… 
 

Matthew 6:3, “…Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well.”   
 

His righteousness- following His right will and ways. And all these things will be given 
to you as well. 
 

Seek His kingdom 1st and He’ll be your provider, your protector, He’ll step into your 
life and into your community and do his thing and you’ll experience his kingdom. 
 

We have the ability to experience God‘s kingdom NOW. We don’t have to wait until 
after we’re dead. NOW! You can experience His rule, His reign, His will, His 
protection, and His provision, His Presence right here and now. 
 



Now, when we die and go to heaven it will be perfect, on earth it’s still flawed and 
there’s still brokenness, but Jesus is saying that we have the ability right here and 
now to experience God ruling and reigning in our marriage, in our family, in our 
business, in our emotions, with our children, and in everything connected to us in 
our society. Isn’t that awesome! 
 

With all that said, we need to understand that we have a part to play, don’t we? 
 

God doesn’t say, “hey just sit back and enjoy your coffee, latte, and your everything 
bagels with cream cheese cause I’m going to bring my kingdom to the earth so just 
sit back and watch it happen.” 
 

No! what does Jesus say? 
 

1st you need to pray for it! 
 

So, you have to want it with all your heart. Want it enough to ask for it! 
 

2nd you need to repent and turn toward the king and kingdom.  
 

It means you have to live in obedience to God’s Word and his Ways and his Will.  
 

3rd you need to seek it first.  
 

You have to make it a priority in your life. 
 

Jesus is saying, “guys if you want it and will pray for it, if you will surrender to it and 
you will follow and walk in obedience to His will, if you will put it first in your life, 
God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, what will happen is that you can actually 
experience the rule and the reign of God today. Amen! 
 

If you grew up in church, we all just keep hearing about one day in the future when 
Jesus comes back or one day when we die and go to heaven it’s going be great! Yes, 
that is true, but we don’t have to wait to experience His kingdom until then. 
 

We can actually experience it here on earth today. But we’ve got to play our role. 
 

Now, as Kory so eloquently stated last week, we all need to understand that God’s 
people collective, the church, we the local visible part his worldwide church, has 
always been part of God‘s plan in bringing His kingdom to earth. These two ideas 
(church and kingdom are linked). 
 



Matthew 16:18-19, “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build 
my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
 

It’s always been God‘s plan to use his church, his temple, or synagogue back in the 
day, his collective assembled people to bring about his kingdom on this earth. 
 

I want you to get a glimpse - for a moment - of what it looks like in the midst of a 
broken world for God to build a kingdom through people on this earth.  
 

To do that I want to take you back in time and look at the Jewish people, the nation 
of Israel. 
 

They were suffering and dying as slaves in Egypt and God reaches out to them and 
rescues them. Why? Well 400 years earlier, God made a promise, a covenant with 
their ancestor, Abraham to make him a great nation. 
 

So, in keeping that promise, God calls Moses and tells him and his people His plan 
to bring them out of slavery and into what is called the promised land.  
 

I’m going to give you houses you don’t have to build and I’m going to build my 
kingdom on this earth through you. He said - and this is important- You will be a 
kingdom of priests so that the world will see that God is with you. They’ll see how 
blessed God‘s people are in His kingdom and this will draw other nations to Me. 
 

God has always desired to rule and reign on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

He tells them what the kingdom is going to look like and what they will need to do… 
and this was foundational for them… to experience the kingdom of heaven on earth. 
 

Deuteronomy 28:1-2, “If (contingency there) you fully obey the Lord your God and 
carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the Lord your God will set you 
high above all the nations on earth. All these blessings will come on you and 
accompany you if you obey the Lord your God.”  
 

God gives them the Bible, all the laws, his values, Sabbath day, tithing, what 
Marriage looks like, how to treat others, what to do with God, and how to worship… 
In other words, “hey, you go ahead and follow me and make me your king, you do 
life the way I called you to live it with my values, because I am your king and that is 



what a kingdom is and I want to show you what I will do in your midst, how I will 
bless you and what the kingdom of heaven could look like in your life - on earth, not 
just in heaven. 
 

What we see here is a link between Obedience to God’s word and will and God’s 
blessing. Yes, that is true Mark, but isn’t this just an Old Testament concept. No, not 
entirely. Yes, this was an “if” “then” covenant and ours is a never lever you or forake 
you covenant, BUT even in our New Testament covenant establish by God through 
Jesus, Obedience to His will and word is linked to blessing. 
 

Look at James 1:22-25, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 
Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like 
someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away 
and immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the 
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have 
heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.” 
 

There are 1,050 commands in the New Testament for Christians to obey. And I can 
assure you, the more you study God’s word and will and obey it the more blessed 
you will be. What did that look like in His kingdom on Earth through the nation of 
Israel? 
 

Deuteronomy 28:7-8, “The Lord will grant that the enemies who rise up against you 
will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction but flee from 
you in seven. The Lord will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put 
your hand to. The Lord your God will bless you in the land he is giving you.”  
 

“The Lord will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated 
before you. They will come at you from One Direction but flee from you in seven.“ 
 

I’m your protector. I want to be your guard. You don’t even need an army, Moses. 
What you need is me, you need just me and I have a heavenly host of angels. I’m 
your king and I’ll take the responsibility for you and guard you in life… 
 

“The Lord will send a blessing on your barns…” 
There is blessing in my kingdom. You will store up plenty for retirement… 

 

“and on everything you put your hand to…” 
Not just about retirement but blessing in the entirety of your life. 

 



Continues Deuteronomy 28:10-11,“Then all the peoples on earth (this is cool) will 
see that you are called by the name of the Lord, and they will fear you. The Lord will 
grant you abundant prosperity—in the fruit of your womb, the young of your 
livestock and the crops of your ground—in the land he swore to your ancestors to 
give you.” 
 

“They will fear you.” They will be “struck with awe.” They will look at you and say 
wow you have God on your side. If God is for you who can be against you! 
 

“Abundant prosperity”…when you do His will in the kingdom.” It is the best formula 
for success – always has been and always will be. Form your own plans around His. 
 

“In the fruit of your womb…” He will bless your families. 
“…your livestock and the crops …” He will bless your businesses. 

 

All of this will happen “…in the land he swore to your ancestors to give you.” In His 
kingdom on Earth when His will is obeyed – when it wasn’t the devastation in that 
land was staggering – the Temple “not one stone left upon another.” 
 

God is saying when you are living in my kingdom ways, I am in charge of your family, 
your business, your land, everything that you do in your life and I am protecting 
you. Why? Because God is in control of the outcome. 
 

Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  
 

Notice what he does next in Deuteronomy 28, He goes back & reminds the people… 
 

 Verses 13-14, “The Lord will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention 
to the commands of the Lord your God that I give you this day and carefully follow 
them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom. Do not turn aside from any 
of the commands I give you today, to the right or to the left, following other gods 
and serving them.”  
 

There was a contingency to blessing in His kingdom and again it was tied to doing 
His will on earth as it is in Heaven. 
  

He told the people that there was a part for them to do if they were going to 
experience the kingdom of God on earth. 
 



“If you pay attention my commands and carefully follow them,…” 
 

Remember, He started with this. 
 

“…always at the top, never at the bottom. Do not turn aside, right or to the left…” 
 

Look, God says, when it comes to who sets the values in this land you will live in, 
don’t listen to voices on the left or right.  Look straight ahead, I determine the 
values. This is my contingency. You want my kingdom on earth, my blessing on 
your family, your marriages, your businesses, your livelihood, your land, your 
nation, your community, all of these things, on the entirety of your life - He says, 
“if I’m your king, you just have to follow my will and know it.” 
 

Experiencing God‘s kingdom on earth is directly connected to both knowing and 
obeying his will on earth. 

 

You see this is the same thing Jesus said, 
Matthew 6:3, “…Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well.”   
 

God has continued this teaching all through the Old and New Testaments. 
 

I’m not saying that in God‘s kingdom there aren’t any problems. No, we live in a 
broken world. What I’m saying though is that God is saying that in the midst of this 
broken world if we follow his word, put him first, follow His values, he will bring 
about his rule, his reign, his will & His blessing in our lives. Isn’t that wonderful! 
 

Close with Paul’s words in Colossians 1:9-14, “We continually ask God to fill you with 
the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 
gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: 
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have 
great endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 
 


