
The Holy Spirit 
 

Of all the gifts given to mankind by God, there’s none greater than the presence of 
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is spoken of on nearly every page of scripture, and 
yet, there are countless misunderstandings about the identity of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Some view the Holy Spirit as a mystical force controlled by God but not a person. 
Others suggest that the Holy Spirit is just Jesus, in spirit form, apart from His body.  
 

These views are clearly not taught in the Bible. Today, I will do my very best to give 
you a complete picture of who the Holy Spirit is and what his role is, but first… 
 

OUR Discover Church Statement of Faith as we see it in the Bible: 
“The Holy Spirit is present in the world to make us aware of our sin, the righteousness 
of Jesus, the coming judgment and our need for Jesus Christ. From the moment of 
salvation, He lives in every Christ-follower. He provides them with power for living 
and sharing their faith, helps them understand spiritual truth, guides them in doing 
God’s will and supernaturally gifts them for service.” 
 

Now, there’s loads to unpack. Let me start with the identity of the Holy Spirit. 
Simply stated, the Bible clearly describes the Holy Spirit as a person. 
 

Every pronoun used in reference to the Spirit is “he” not “it.” The original Greek 
language of the New Testament is precise in confirming his personhood.  Though 
the word for “Spirit” (pneuma) is neuter and would normally take neuter pronouns, 
in many cases, it is used with masculine pronouns. According to scripture, 
 

We are told to baptize people in His name.  
Not to grieve Him. 
That we can sin against Him. 
We can lie to Him. We’re told to obey Him and to honor Him. 
 

His personhood is also affirmed by His many works.  
He was involved in creation.  He gifts and empowers God’s people. He speaks to 
them, guides and redirects them, comforts them, convicts them and teaches them.  
 

All of this points to the involvement of a person rather than a mere force or power. 
 

This person is referred to as one of three persons of the Godhead.  
 



That is why Paul says in 2 Corinthians 3:17–18, “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-
increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 
 

The Bible teaches that God exists in 3 Persons: Father, Son, & Holy Spirit. A difficult 
concept but clearly seen. Look at this O.T. text: The Son speaks of God & H. Spirit. 
 

Isaiah 48:12-16, “Listen to Me (who is this?), O Jacob, And Israel, My called: I am 
He, I am the First, I am also the Last. Indeed My hand has laid the foundation of the 
earth, And My right hand has stretched out the heavens; When I call to them, They 
stand up together. “All of you, assemble yourselves, and hear! Who among them has 
declared these things? The Lord loves him; He shall do His pleasure on Babylon, And 
His arm shall be against the Chaldeans. I, even I, have spoken; Yes, I have called him, 
I have brought him, and his way will prosper. “Come near to Me, hear this: I have 
not spoken in secret from the beginning; From the time that it was, I was there. And 
now the Lord God and His Spirit have sent Me (Same me).” 
 

And the passage we looked at last week that Jesus quotes as fulfilled at His coming,  
 

Isaiah 61:1 “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed 
Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound…” 
 

New Testament: Matthew 3:16–17 at Jesus’ baptism. Holy Spirit descends on the 
Son, Father speaks from Heaven. In Matthew 28:19 we baptize in their one name. 
 

And in 2 Corinthians 13:14 Paul signs off giving praise to these three divine persons. 
 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.” 
 

The Bible clearly teaches that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are God. 
 

NOW – What is His Role? Was it the same in the Old & New Testaments? 
 

The role of the Holy Spirit can be seen in 4 general aspects: Of these 4, 3 are 
strikingly similar in the Old and New. 
 



1) regeneration (giver of life),  
2) indwelling,  
3) filling, and  
4) gifting and empowerment for service.  
 

The first aspect of the Spirit’s work is in the work of regeneration. Another word for 
regeneration is “rebirth,” from which we get the concept of being “born again” in… 
 

John 3:3 & 8 NIV,  “Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 
of God unless they are born again. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You 
must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but 
you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born 
of the Spirit.” 

Begs the question:  
What’s this have to do with the Holy Spirit’s work in the Old Testament? 

 

Jesus says v. 10: “You are Israel’s teacher and do you not understand these things?”  
 

The point was, Nicodemus should’ve known the truth about the Holy Spirit as the 
source of new life because it was Old Testament truth. The New wasn’t written yet. 
 

For instance, Moses told the Israelites before entering the Promised Land, 
Deuteronomy 30:6, “The Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts 
of your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your 
soul, and live.”  
 

That circumcision of the heart is an internal work of the Holy Spirit. It can only be 
accomplished by Him. We see this work explained in Ezekiel 11:19-20. 
 

“I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from 
them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. Then they will follow my 
decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their 
God.” (He says this same thing again in Ezekiel 36:26-29!) 
 

John 7:37-39 NIV, “On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said 
in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes 
in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” By 
this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up 
to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.” 
 



1) regeneration (giver of life),  
2) indwelling, 
3) filling, and  
4) gifting and empowerment for service.  
 

The second aspect of the Spirit’s work is indwelling. Here is where the major 
difference between the Spirit’s roles in the Old and New Testaments is apparent.  
 

The indwelling in the Old Testament was selective and often temporary.  
Not everyone nor always! For instance, believers who h Him wad were singled out… 
 

Numbers 27:18 NKJV, “Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man in whom is the 
Spirit…” 
 

1 Samuel 16:13 NKJV, “Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of 
his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward.” 
 

1 Samuel 10:10 NKJV, Even Saul temporarily, “When they came there to the hill, 
there was a group of prophets to meet him; then the Spirit of God came upon him, 
and he prophesied among them.” (16:14 Spirit departed, as with Samson & judges). 
 

Then in the book of Judges, we see the Spirit “coming upon” various judges for 
specific tasks. The indwelling was a sign of God’s favor, favor left, Spirit departed! 
 

But in the New Testament the Holy Spirit only indwells all believers at salvation and 
that indwelling is permanent. Everyone, always! 
 

1 Corinthians 3:16 NKJV, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that 
the Spirit of God dwells in you?” 
 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NKJV, “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 

For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God’s.” 
 

John 14:16-17, NKJV, “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper 
[Comforter, Parakletos] that He may abide with you forever— the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you 
know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.” 
 



Of all the gifts given to mankind, none is greater than the presence of the Holy Spirit.  
Jesus calls Him Helper, Comforter, & Guide. Paul: “the guarantee of our inheritance.”  
  

Ephesians 1:13-14 NKJV, “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with 
the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.” 
 

Once we are saved and belong to God, the Spirit took up residence in our hearts 
forever, transforming us with new life, and sealing us as His eternal children. And 
let me be very clear about this! You cannot have Jesus without the Spirit. 
 

Romans 8:9-11 NKJV, “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is 
not His. And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through His [God’s) Spirit who dwells in you.” (dead & raised – Resurrection) 
 

Paul explained earlier that salvation is spiritual baptism, Romans 6:3-4 NKJV, “Do 
you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, 
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life.” (baptism is a picture of dead & raised). 
 

This discussion becomes controversial when terminology is confused. After Jesus 
ascended, the Spirit was powerfully poured out at Pentecost as promised; 
manifesting this new indwelling/immersing/baptizing power for all who believed. 
 

Acts 2:38 NKJV, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Again, Water Baptism was a picture of that ONE Baptism of the Spirit at salvation. 
 

Paul says in Ephesians 4:4-6 NKJV, “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
(not two) one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” 
 



1 Corinthians 12:13 NKJV, “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink 
into one Spirit.” 
 

This indwelling was an immersion by the Spirit who enters at salvation. As a result 
of that, He continues to grow and transform our character and our attitudes, 
producing in us something called the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

Galatians 5:22-23 NIV, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” 
 

These are all about the new nature and life the indwelling Spirit breathes into us.  
Now, with that said, let’s move on to the third aspect of the Holy Spirit…. 

 

1) regeneration (giver of life Nicene),  
2) indwelling, 
3) filling, and 
4) gifting and empowerment for service.  
 

We believe that the filling of the Spirit is an ongoing occurrence in the Christian life 
often manifested by supernatural gifting for service.  
 

Some believe in a Baptism of the Spirit that happens once after salvation, also 
referred to as the second blessing. This experience is understood in two ways—1st  
those who are Baptized in the Holy Spirit, manifest such by speaking in tongues, 
and the 2nd those who receive this baptism may also acquire sinless perfection.  
 

Now, while we do believe that all the gifts are still possible, we do not believe that 
the “infilling of the Spirit” has to manifest itself in just one way. We see this fact all 
through the Old and New Testaments. We’ll talk about that briefly in just a bit. 
 

And secondly, while we’re all called to live Holy lives; to grow in holiness through 
the inner working power of the Spirit, we do not believe we’ll ever reach sinless 
perfection in this life.  
 

None of the apostles seem to have achieved this and they never claim it. Matter of 
fact, Paul was clear about his ongoing struggle with the flesh, which he says would 
continue while he was in a body of human flesh.  
 



We believe that the filling of the Spirit can happen both at and subsequent to 
salvation many times, based on our responses to God.  
 

In the weeks after Pentecost, that first day when the Holy Spirit was poured out, 
Peter and others received that infilling that gave them power in their witness. 
 

Acts 4:8 NIV, “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders 
of the people!” 
 

Acts 4:31 NIV, “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” 
 

Acts 13:9 NIV, “Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
looked straight at Elymas and said, “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of 
everything that is right!” 
 

When we come up against strongholds, we need the filling of the Spirit who gives 
us the words and the boldness to speak for what must be said… 
 

So it is no surprise that the scriptures commands us to be filled with the Spirit in...  
 

Ephesians 5:18 NIV, “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, 
be filled with the Spirit.” 
 

So, it is important to distinguish between the indwelling and the filling of the Spirit. 
The permanent indwelling of the Spirit is not for a select few believers, but for all.  
 

In contrast, when we are completely yielded to the Holy Spirit, He can fill us fully. 
Then His power pours out through us so that what we do is fruitful to God. Which 
brings us to the last aspect of the Spirit – for believers. 
 

1) regeneration (giver of life Nicene),  
2) indwelling, 
3) filling, and 
4) empowerment for service.  
 

The fourth and final aspect of the Spirit’s work is the granting of believers a special 
ability for service. We see this in the Old Testament and the New. 
 

Consider the example of Bezalel in Exodus 31:1-5… 
 



 
“Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, 
of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with 
understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skills—to make artistic designs 
for work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to 
engage in all kinds of crafts.” 
 

As I said earlier, like the indwelling in the Old Testament, the infilling was also 
selective and temporary. People were gifted to perform tasks, such as ruling over 
the people of Israel (Saul and David). 
 

All in all, the Spirit performs much of the same functions in Old Testament times as 
He does in this current age. The major difference is the permanent indwelling of 
the Spirit in believers now. 
 

So today, the Holy Spirit’s role as gift-giver continues. 1 Corinthians 12 describes the 
spiritual gifts given to believers in order that we may function as Christ’s witnesses.  
 

All these gifts, great and small, are given by the Spirit as He wills for the common 
good, so that we might reflect His grace and glorify Him in our community and in 
the world. Though all of these are still at work today, we often see 
misunderstanding & disorder in how and when they are used. (Other sermon series) 
 

As I close, let me speak briefly about the work of the Spirit as it relates to those who 
have not placed their faith in Christ as of yet. Jesus told the disciples that He would 
send the Spirit into the world to “He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment:” John 16:8, NKJV).  
 

Everyone has a “God consciousness,” whether or not they admit it. The Spirit applies 
God’s truths to people's minds to convince them that they are sinners. That Jesus 
was righteous and therefore truthful in His claims and worthy of our faith. That 
there is a coming judgment. They sense that they will answer for our wrong actions. 
And they desire that kind of justice; for those who have done evil in our world. 
 

The world is a sinful place, and one of the Holy Spirit’s tasks is to convict the world 
of its sin and their need of a savior. So if you are here today and are sensing these 
two or three things, you are getting a taste of the work of the Spirit. I invite you to 
respond to Him this morning in Prayer. Would you pray in your heart with me? 
 


