
Jesus The Son 
 

Last week we looked at the 2nd statement of our Statement of Faith. Simply put in 
the Apostle’s Creed that Kory introduced last week... 
 

“I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.” 
 

And today we’ll look at Discover Church’s 3rd Statement of Faith, which we will look 
at in just a moment.  But first let show you how the Apostle’s Creed continues… 
 

The full version of the Apostle’s Creed on the topic of Jesus is as follows… 
 

“I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; [he descended to the dead.] On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.” 
 

Despite its name, the Apostles Creed was not written by the apostles as many 
people once thought. It was once believed that each apostle contributed a line to 
this creed, however, there is no evidence to suggest it was written by the apostles. 
 

In reality, biblical scholars agree that the creed was developed sometime between 
the 2nd and 9th centuries. The oldest written form of the creed appeared in 
approximately AD 340. The fullest form of the creed emerged around 700 AD. 
 

The Apostles Creed serves to affirm the core tenets of the Christian faith, and it is 
recited as an act of praise in Christian worship. 

 

“I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.” 
“I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son…” 

 

Jesus, His name is the most universally recognized name in all of human 
history...whose identity for some of us defines our lives.... and yet for others it’s the 
one identity that is often the most avoided. 
 

Jesus himself asked of people in His day... “Who do you say I am?” ...knowing the 
answer to that question mattered more than any other. 
 

Who is Jesus to you? 
 



For some, he’s a figurehead, a good luck charm/Genie in a bottle, a cultural icon, a 
friend, even a best bud, a Higher Power, a mantra to repeat in meditation, a swear 
word, an enemy to a way of life or thinking, a myth. For a CHRISTian, He’s a source 
of identity. You can probably think of other ways people think of Jesus. 
 

So Who is Jesus for you? What do you believe about him, and how does what you 
think about Him impact how you live? Maybe it does a lot, or a little, or not at all. 
 

So here is Discover Church’s Statement of Faith about Jesus: 
“Jesus Christ is the only born Son of God. Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of a virgin, lived a sinless human life, doing miracles and teaching His followers. 
He offered himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all humanity by dying on a 
cross. He arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate His power over sin 
and death. He ascended to heaven’s glory and will visibly return again to earth to 
establish His kingdom and reign as King.”  
 

More information than we can cover on a single Sunday! We’ll cover the basics. 

 

To do that, I would propose that the earliest and simplest creed we have concerning 
Jesus is the best way to start. It is a creed that predates the Apostles Creed by nearly 
200 years, dating back to the end of the 1st century, around 80-90 AD.  
 

You know it by its symbol and acronym: IX0YE: Pronounced ICHTHUS = Fish. Circle 
 

This symbol was used to secretly communicate their shared faith without saying 
anything. This was important when they were being persecuted throughout Rome.  
 

When a Christian met a stranger on the road, one would draw one-half of the outline 
of the fish on a rock or in the dirt....and if the other person, if they were a believer, 
would complete the other half. This symbol was scratched on walls or rocks at ever-
changing locations where Christians were meeting in secret. And even today we can 
find the fish symbol on the walls of the underground Catacombs.  
 

So here we have a symbol...used in the first century... that captures the essence of 
our statement of faith about Jesus. From the Start (not a developed idea). 
 

Iesous – Jesus  *  Christos – Christ  *  Theos – God  *  Huios – Son  *  Sotor - Savior 
 

Let me start by talking about 1. His Name: Jesus. “We believe in Jesus.” 
 



Some people claim that our Lord should not be referred to as “Jesus.” Instead, we 
should only use the name “Yeshua.” Some even go so far as to say that calling Him 
“Jesus” is blasphemous. They say the name “Jesus” is unbiblical because the letter J 
is a modern invention and there was no letter J in Greek or Hebrew. 
 

Yeshua is the Hebrew name, and its English spelling is “Joshua.” Iesous is the Greek 
transliteration of the Hebrew name, and its English spelling is “Jesus.” Thus, the 
names “Joshua” and “Jesus” are essentially the same; both are English 
pronunciations of the Hebrew and Greek names for our Lord. 
 

As for the controversy over the letter J, well, it’s true that the languages in which 
the Bible was written had no letter J. But that doesn’t mean the Bible never refers 
to “Jerusalem.” And it doesn’t mean we cannot use the spelling “Jesus.”  
 

If a person speaks and reads English, it is acceptable to spell things in an English 
fashion. Spellings change within a language: For instance: In Spanish the name 
William = Guillermo. Ws are and Ks are not Spanish letters (only recently adopted)  
 

It isn’t blasphemous to call William Reitsma if you speak Spanish or even English. 
Jesus and Yeshua and Iesus are all referring to the same Person. 

 

In the same way, we can refer to Jesus as “Jesus,” “Joshua,” “Yeshua,” or “YehSou” 
(in Cantonese) without changing His nature.  
 

The Bible never commands us to only speak or write His name in Hebrew or Greek. 
Rather, when the message of the gospel was being proclaimed on the Day of 
Pentecost, the apostles spoke in the languages of the “Parthians, Medes and 
Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene”  
 

In the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus was made known to every language group in a 
way they could readily understand. Spelling did not matter. 
 

In any language His name carries the same meaning. And we’ll talk more on that. 
 

2. He Is the Christ. 
 

5 words: Jesus, Christ, God, Son, Savior. “We believe in Jesus, CHRIST…” 
 

Not sure you knew this but while we call Him Jesus Christ, Christ isn’t his last name.  
 



The Greek word “christos” is translated from the Hebrew word “messiach,” or 
messiah. Literally, messiah means “anointed one.” 
 

In the Old Testament, God instructed that prophets, priests, or kings were to be 
anointed with oil as a sign of being set apart for a special purpose. 
 

These three anointed roles (prophet, priest, king) were pointing toward a day in the 
future that all Jews longed and hoped for; the day Messiah (THE Anointed One), 
would fulfill all three roles. Isaiah 61:1-3 gives a vision of this Messiah: 
 

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor’ and the day of vengeance of our God, to 
comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on 
them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a 
garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.” 
 

In Luke 4:21, when Jesus began his 3-year ministry, He quoted up to the middle of 
verse 2 and said, “Today this scripture is fulfilled.” 
 

After the disciples had been with Jesus for a while, watching and participating in His 
anointed ministry, He asked them some questions; one of which I posed earlier. 
 

“Who do people say I am?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who 
do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” Mark 8:27-29 
 

After asking them these questions, solidifying who He was in their minds, He went 
on to tell them things they weren’t expecting in days to come; that he was must 
suffer and die, but that He would rise from the dead 3 days later.  
 

After Jesus died and rose, and ascended into Heaven out of their sight, Peter 
preached at Pentecost, boldly declaring in Acts 2:36 

 

“God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ (MESSIAH)." 
 

Jesus was the fulfillment of the greatest hopes of Jews for a Messiah. 
 

What does it mean for us to say that Jesus is the Christ? 
 



He is the fulfillment of our deepest hopes! 
 

People hope for many things, like prosperity, peace, or justice. We might put our 
trust in our own efforts, in our hard work or retirement accounts. We might hope 
the economy will be good, or political leaders will fix the problems of the world. We 
might wish that we could be rich or powerful, surrounded by people who share our 
goals, and support our dreams. 
 

Let me tell you, Jesus is the Christ, the fulfillment of our best hopes and dreams. 
He was the anointed prophet, who spoke God’s truth. He was the great high priest, 
who atoned for sin, once for all, on the cross. He is the King of Kings, who initiated 
his kingdom on earth, and is reigning fully and completely now in heaven & forever. 
 

If he is God’s prophet, do we listen to what he says?  
Is he your priest, have you come to God through the sacrifice He provided for you? 
If he is our king, are we living like kingdom of God subjects here on Earth? 

YOUR WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 
 

“We believe in Jesus, Christ, Anointed Prophet Priest and King!” 
 

3. He Is God – GOD THE SON (camp here: distinctly two at same time) 
 

5 words: Jesus, Christ, God, Son, Savior. “I believe in Jesus CHRIST (Theos/Huios)…” 
 

It is interesting that the 5 letters that make up the letter Fish in Greek (Ichthus) 
Are all singular words that each describe Jesus. We often combine third and forth 
and make one identifier: God’s Son. However, it is best said, GOD, The SON.  
 

Last week we looked at our 2nd statement of faith and saw this clearly stated. 
“God is the creator and ruler of the universe. He is an infinite, personal spirit, perfect 
in holiness, wisdom, power, and love. We believe that He concerns Himself mercifully 
in the affairs of men, that He hears and answers prayer, and that He saves from sin 
and death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ. He has eternally existed in 
three persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal 
and are one God.” 
 

Right from the birth of Jesus we see this truth. 
Matthew 1:23, “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel (which means “God with us”).” 
 



How is it possible that this this child could be GOD with US so? 
Well the Angel of the Lord made it clear to Joseph just two verses before in…  
 

Matthew 1:20, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” 
 

John explained God entered the world, in the person of Jesus it this way… 
John 1:18 NKJV, “No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.” 
 

John 1:18 NLT, “No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, 
is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.” 
 

Just before Jesus died, Philip said to him in John 14:8-10 NIV, “Lord, show us the 
Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, 
even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am 
in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on 
my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing HIS WORK.” 
 

Jesus was a remarkable man, who taught and did miracles. When he did those 
things, however, we was doing the “works” of God.  
 

Hebrews 1:1-3 says it this way: “In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 
prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to 
us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made 
the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of 
his being.” 
 

If you had to explain to someone what you think about God, what would He look 
like? Would the God of the Bible, be like you would like Him to be? Would He agree 
with what you think about life? What’s right and what’s wrong? Would He hate the 
people you hate and love the ones you love? Yes, those are trick questions! 
 

I think people’s God often resembles them more than he resembles Jesus! 
 

If I sat down with Jesus and had a latte at the local coffee shop, would he agree with 
me on everything? NO. Would He be uncomfortable with some of my thoughts, 
words or actions or life choices? YES 
 



According to the scripture, if I did this, if I reflected on what Jesus would say about 
these things, I would better understand the heart of the Father. Jesus is God, God 
the Son, Begotten of the Father, from His Heart. 
 

5 words: WE BELIEVE IN JESUS, CHRIST, GOD, SON, and SAVIOR (SOTOR) 
 

4. Jesus Is Savior  
 

The name Jesus was not chosen by Joseph or Mary, but by God Himself.  
 

In Matthew 1:20-21, we read… “An angel of the Lord appeared to him [Joseph] in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins.”  
 

BECAUSE: There is significance to the name Jesus, who He is and His Saving Work. 
 

As I said earlier, the name Jesus is based on the Hebrew name, Yeshua (Joshua). 
Yeshua is formed from the Hebrew “Yah shuv.”  
“Yah” is the word for God. “Shuv” means save.  
(Yah-weh is God above all He IS LORD & MASTER.)  
 

Going back to when Peter preached at Pentecost, he boldly declared in Acts 2:36, 
 

“God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 
 

Now for the Jews, declaring that Jesus was the Christ or Messiah was hard enough 
especially in light of having killed Him; BUT declaring that Jesus was Lord was gut 
wrenching; revolutionary in thinking. 
 

For Jews, the Lord was God. In fact, since Jews felt that the name “Yahweh” was 
too holy to say, they would say “Lord” when they read the Scriptures. (And in that 
tradition, many English translations of the Bible have replaced Yahweh or Jehovah 
with LORD in capital letters.) 
 

So, for the Jews, Peter’s declaration was enormous.  
 

Acts 2:36-38, “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord [Kurios] and Messiah.” When the people heard this, 
they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what 



shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” 
 

Jesus, Christ, God, Son, Savior 
 

Jesus “God saves.” (That is the context preceding Matthew 1:23, where it says 
“They will call him Immanuel (which means “God with us”).” 

 

And God is with us. Why? He came here in human form to save us…what from? 
 

Matthew 1:20, “And you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” 
 

Jesus, Christ [Messiah], God, Son, Savior. He is Savior for Sinners.  
 

Some people like the idea of Jesus, until they realize that to need a Savior you have 
to see yourself as a captive of sin in need of rescuing. 
 

And like any captive who understands the hopeless state that they are in, unable to 
save themselves from the destruction that sin has created in their lives, they must 
need a Savior so desperately, that they can’t help but cry out for Him, Save us!  
 

Do you need rescuing? Embrace JESUS, The Anointed one Set Apart, God in the 
Flesh, The Born Son of God who came to die, the innocent for the guilty, and 
become the Savior we need so desperately!  
 

Titus 3:3-7 says: “At one time we were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved 
by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and 
hating one another. But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He 
saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.” 
 

Salvation is more than just forgiveness; it’s a rescue plan from a kind and loving God 
and Savior, who gave up everything to offer us a new life, a clean start, and an 
inheritance that lasts forever. If you haven’t Embraced Jesus yet I invite you to do 
so. If you want this gift found in Jesus, Pray with me something like this! 


