
Faith Essentials: Humanity 
 

What are Humans and where did they come from? 
 

Most people today would assertively answer this question using Darwinian 
Evolutionary Theory. But to do so, intellectually speaking, takes more faith 
than faith in Intelligent Design, a Creator.  
 

How can I make that kind of an assertion?  
  

Evolution is an old science based on observation by the naked eye that 
focuses on the variations between similar species. Some animals are bigger, 
some smaller, some faster, some slower, some lighter in color and on and 
on. Darwinism added an explanation for these variances; short food supplies 
and environmental difficulties, favored species whose variations gave them 
an advantage – survival of the fittest.  
 

Now, for more than a century, scientist have adopted this theory. But recent 
advances in science have brought Evolution & Darwinism into question. 
 

Now, as good a job as these ideas do of explaining observable similarities 
between the species, they fail to answer the question about the foundation 
of life. And I will get here, but let me go down another rabbit trail first. 
 

Their assumptions concerning the origin of life has led them to other big 
assumptions and questions about life, like... 
 

Are we alone in the universe? Is there life on other planets? 
 

Since people who do not believe in a creator, believe that abiogenesis (the 
spontaneous emergence of self-replicating life), naturally occurs where life is 
possible, they would answer this question with a resounding yes, absolutely. 
 

They say, if life is able to emerge and survive in the most difficult of 
environments on earth, then the varying planetary environments in the 
universe, though harsh, are likely to be teeming with life.  
 

Then they argue their point from the perspective of statistical probability! 
 

The Drake Equation: “a speculative equation that gives an estimate of the 
likelihood of discovering intelligent extraterrestrial life in the galaxy, 
expressed as the product of a series of factors such as the number of stars, 
the fraction of stars with planets, the fraction of planets on which life 



evolves, the average lifetime of a civilization, etc. It was formulated by the 
US astronomer Frank Drake in 1961.”  
 

300 billion stars in our galaxy - Average 2 or more planets per star.  
More than 600 billion planets - Estimates 175 billion galaxies  
Estimate 4 billion earth like planets that support life in our galaxy alone.  
4 billion to 1 bet - there is life out there.  
 

So many astronomers, planetary scientists and theorists assert that the sheer 
size of the universe leads them to believe that it’s teeming with life. 
 

But sheer size shouldn’t be the only part of that equation to determine if there 
is life out there. 
 

Part of that probability equation must also include the statistical probability of 
abiogenesis (self-replicating life spontaneously emerging). Problem is, up 
to this point, we have utterly failed at producing that kind of life in a lab. Zero 
evidence! And that isn’t even considering the probability of producing 
“intelligent life.” 
 

If these factors are seriously considered, the case for a crowded universe 
evaporates. The likelihood of life on other planets can’t be determined by the 
drake equation alone. 
 

Now, astronomy has made great progress in unlocking an understanding the 
immensity of the universe (Hubble and the new James Webb Space 
Telescopes). Their own science is unraveling their old science. This newest 
set of telescopes has left them questioning the Big Bang theory. Not 
expanding with slowest motion at outer rim. So now they’re plugging a new 
theory - plasma filamentation (electrically conducting gas & magnetic fields 
formed all matter in the universe). 
 

They keep changing what they believe! Why? NO EVIDENCE! 
 

Look, any scientist that says there has to be life teeming out there, is putting 
forth a perspective of faith, not one derived by observational evidence, and 
unbiased statistical reasoning. 
 

In reality, the most intellectually reasonable answer to the question of the 
origin of life should be, “I don’t know!” But what I believe by faith is… 
 
 



In the words of one of their gurus, Carl Sagan, “Faith is belief in the absence 
of evidence.”  
 

A creator – intelligent design! Why is that so hard to believe given the new 
evidence that is emerging? So, let me get back to the old science of evolution.  
 

As a magnified look into space reveals the vastness of the universe and the 
errors of old scientific suppositions, so does a closer look into molecular life 
using new observation tools like X-ray crystallography and NMR (Nuclear 
Magnetic Resonance), Darwinian evolution is proven impossible.  
 

Michael J. Behe is a professor of Biological Sciences at Lehigh University. 
He received his Ph.D in Biochemistry from the University of Pennsylvania. 
His current research involves delineation of design and natural selection in 
protein structures. 
 

He uses a neat illustration in his book entitled, “Darwin’s Black Box.” If a 
computer was transported back in time to King Arthurs Court… 
  

“Even just 50 years ago it was a lot easier to believe that Darwinian evolution 
might explain the foundation of life, because so much less was known. But 
as science quickly advanced and the astonishing complexity of the cell 
became clear, the idea of intelligent design has become more and more 
compelling. The conclusion of intelligent design is strengthened by each new 
example of elegant, complex molecular machinery or system that science 
discovers at the foundation of life. In 1996 that elegance already could be 
clearly seen, and in the past 10 years it has greatly increased. There is no 
reason to expect that it will level off anytime soon. It is a hard fact that the 
scientific case for the intelligent design hypothesis is getting much stronger.”  
Darwin’s Black Box, Page 271 
 

So all that said…At Discover Church, we believe what the Bible says about 
humanity… 
 

Genesis 1:1 NIV, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  
Genesis 1:26-27 NIV, “God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground.” So God created mankind in his own image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and female he created them.” 
 



We believe that God created all of this; He is the Intelligent Designer that 
lavished upon us such love and care when He placed us in this beautifully 
wondrous place, in the universe on this planet. 
 

And with that said, let me be clear, about how I would answer the question, 
“Are we alone in the universe?” Is there life on other planets?”  
 

Well, just because I am a Christian who believes in creation, don’t presuppose 
what I think about life out there. The truth is, I have to say I don’t know, but I 
believe it is absolutely possible. 
 

AND, if it is out there, I believe that life was created and placed there by a 
loving creator. And if they are out there, they are as special and unique a 
creation as we are to our loving Father.  
 

Just knowing that He had already created a whole realm of angelic beings 
before He created us tells you that creating is in His nature. And I have to 
believe that when He created them, He was just as kind and generous in the 
way He designed their dwelling place. 
 

I wish we had a way to peek into their realm like they are able to peek into 
ours. They are a mystery to us for now! 
 

Psalm 8:3-6 NIV, “When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that 
you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? You have 
made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory 
and honor. You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put 
everything under their feet.”  
 

Though we are a little lower in the creative order, we’ve been given dominion. 
 

At creation God said to man, Genesis 1:28 NIV, “…Be fruitful and increase 
in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the 
birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
 

God, our final authority, gave us, human beings rulers of our realm. That is 
one way in which we were meant to reflect God’s likeness. Remember… 
 

Genesis 1:26-27 NIV, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, 
so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over 
the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move 



along the ground. So God created mankind in his own image, in the image 
of God he created them; male and female he created them.” 
 

Our dominion, and our union of two people from one flesh (meant to procreate 
and fill the earth) 2 give birth to another (3 from one flesh). The perfect picture 
of the one God who said, “Let US make man in OUR image in the Image of 
God created He THEM.” 
 

We are the supreme object of His creation now here and in the time to come 
– there. For we were made in the image of God and we were meant to be like 
Him in Character. BUT SOMETHING TERRIBLE HAPPENED! We had 
tremendous potential for good in our world; to reflect God’s gracious and 
loving dominion over the creation. 
 

But humans turned away from their creator, decided to trust other voices that 
fed their egos and selfish desires. This was the forbidden fruit in the garden. 
It was forbidden because it meant certain death. 
 

And if you don’t think ego and selfishness results in death, just look at the 
planet. What our first human parents did has been genetically passed down 
to us. We are born out of the same cloth. We are born sinners. 
 

Psalm 51:5 NIV, “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother 
conceived me.” 
 

Romans 3:22-23 NIV, “There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
 

Though we have the potential for such good, we’re all born sinners. Don’t 
believe it, just turn on the news and look at what we are capable of doing to 
each other. We let our selfishness, our lusts and personal desires justify 
anger and hatred for each other. We kill and bring death into our relationship 
and lives when we let these lesser things rule our minds and hearts!  
 

That is what we believe here at Discover Church about humanity. 
“Humanity is made in the image of God, to be like him in character. We are 
the supreme object of God’s creation. Although we have tremendous 
potential for good, we are born sinners separated from God.”  
 

But that isn’t the end of the Story. God, in His great love for us, devised a 
rescue plan to save us. 
 



This salvation plan has caught the attention of the angels who have loved 
watching it unfold on planet Earth. 
 

1 Peter 1:10-12 NIV, “Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke 
of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest 
care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ 
in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and 
the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not 
serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now 
been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy 
Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.”  
 

What is this gospel – this good news of our salvation? 
 
John 3:16-17 NIV, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.”  
 

Jesus is the Good News God sent to remedy the issue of mankind’s sin. He 
came to pay the penalty for sin through His sufferings and death -the innocent 
for the guilty. Those who embrace this gift, receive forgiveness, have their 
relationship with the Creator restored and are granted a place in God’s 
kingdom – His dominion.   
 

When Jesus began His ministry, he made this clear in Mark 1:14-15 NKJV, 
“Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 
believe in the gospel.” 
 

Not in your efforts for salvation, but in His work for your salvation. 
 

Ephesians 2:4-9 NIV, “Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up 
with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in 
order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
 



So that is the basis for our statement of faith on Salvation here at Discover. 
 

“Salvation is a gift from God offered to everyone. We can never make up for 
our sin by self-improvement or good works – only by repenting of our sins and 
trusting in Jesus Christ as Savior can we be saved from the penalty of our 
sin. Salvation begins the moment we receive Jesus Christ into our life by faith. 
We are then regenerated and made new by the Holy Spirit.”   
 

God has a great love for you. He gave up everything to rescue you and 
restore your potential for doing good in this world. Look at how the passage 
in Ephesians 2 continues… 
 

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do.”  
 

Listen, you are not an accident, your life is so precious. In this vast universe, 
you are unique, every life on planet Earth is important and was created for a 
purpose. Jesus came to bring order and meaning back into your life and into 
this world. It all starts with embracing Him and letting God do His good work 
in you and through you in this world. Acknowledge your brokenness, your sin, 
turn from it and turn to Him.  
 

If you haven’t done that yet, I invite you to accept Jesus and what He did for 
you and to invite Him into your life. If you want to do that Pray in your heart 
with me this morning! 


