
Last Week SCOTT did a great job introducing our new series, “Faith Essentials.” 
 

He drew our attention to Ephesians 6:13–14 (NKJV): Reminding us that the very 
first thing God tells you to strap on is knowing the truth. 
 

 “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist 
with truth…” 
 

It all begins with truth! Yes, the shield of faith is important, but first we must know 
the truth and gird it about us. I like the way you explained this Scott. You said… 
 

“Faith fills the gap between what we know and how we live.” 
 

What we know – Faith to Apply it – in how we live! 

 

With all that said, He ended by posing Two questions that we all must face:  
 

- Are we justified in asserting that the beliefs in which we place our faith are true?  
- If so, are we prepared to live as if they are true? 
 

These two questions are at the heart what we believe about the Bible. That is the 
First Faith essential we will be looking at today. It is  our 1ststatement of faith: 
 

“The Bible is God’s word to all mankind. It was written by human authors who were 
inspired by God.  It is the supreme source of all truth without any mixture of error 
and it is the only rule for establishing faith and practice.” 
 

The deceitful and cruel nature of humanity has turned many of us into skeptics. We 
have no desire to be duped by the selfish or ill intended schemes of others.  
 

Experience has taught many of us that leaders can’t be trusted, politicians can’t be 
trusted, priests can’t be trusted, pastors can’t be trusted, teachers can’t be trusted, 
companies can’t be trusted, bosses can’t be trusted, coworkers can’t be trusted, 
neighbors can’t be trusted, friends can’t be trusted – PEOPLE CAN’T BE TRUSTED.  
 

So, when to taking advice from humans, it’s hard to trust that advice.  
 

Take for instance, investing. It feels like an exercise riddled with doubts. 
Experts tell you to hang on to your Mutual Funds for 20 years and they will yield a 
decent increase. All the while the market is swinging furiously from bear to bull, and 



our monthly statements have us biting our nails in anxiety. The doubtful pull out 
early, often missing out on tremendous dividends. 
 

Everything we decide, takes a measure of faith; a choice to move past doubts. 
 

Don’t get me wrong, doubts have their place. When it comes to listening to people, 
a healthy dose of doubt often protects us from slippery schemes. 
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“I had a gut feeling about you.” Then I investigated and found the truth. 

 

Fortunately, I had that good kind of doubt, that prodded me to investigate and 
discover. It was a doubt forced me into action rather than inactivity. But there is a 
doubt that can be bad too. 
 

There’s a doubt that can rob you of your peace, your confidence, your dreams, and 
your future! It’s a doubt that can stall your progress!  
 

Shakespeare said: “Our doubts are traitors, and make us lose the good we oft 
might win, by fearing to attempt.” 

 

Please listen to me, you’re not at the mercy of every doubt that comes to your mind. 
In a day and age of social media and everybody’s controversial opinions everywhere, 
you’re subjected to a whole lot of doubt about what to believe.  
 

Like the waves of the sea, doubts come, but you don’t have to let them undermine 
your faith, your peace, or your confidence. 
 

Ephesians 4:11-15 NIV, “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so 
that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure 
of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by 
the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning 
and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in 
love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the 
head, that is, Christ.” 
 

John 17:17 NIV Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.” 
 



His Word is Truth! Stand firm in it. Don’t doubt it. If we do, it makes us gullible to 
Satan’s schemes. Doubt is one of Satan’s trickiest tools. He used it with Eve in Eden. 
 

You see it when Jesus called Peter out of a boat in the middle of the ocean during a 
storm. Peter knew getting out of a boat in a storm was crazy, but he saw Jesus doing 
it and said, “Lord if that is you, let me come out to you.” “Come, Peter!” WOW! 
 

He swung himself out of the boat and walked toward Jesus on the water! He stood 
on the water like dry ground. But Doubt dragged him down - as it does to us. 
 

James 1:6 NIV, “The one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by 
the wind.” 
 

Winds make the sea unstable. Waves move back and forth in a constant state of 
disruption - stirred up and unsettled. What wind does to water is what doubt can 
do in your life. Doubt will keep your life in stormy turmoil. 
 

Is that where you’re at today? You don’t know what’s right, you don’t know what is 
true, which way to go, your beside yourself and unsettled, seasick with doubt. 
 

The more you pay attention to doubt, the less you can see God or the truth of what 
He has already said in this book – called the Bible.  
  

LOOK, of all the books ever written, the Bible is absolutely unique. It’s a book that 
claims to be authored by the Creator Himself using Human writers. That’s why it’s 
called the Word of God. And because of that, it’s attacked & scrutinized by critics. 
 

But I want to Assure you this morning, that there is lots of: 
 Compelling Evidence That The Bible Is God’s Word, True & Relevent For us Today 
 

1. The Unity of the Bible 
 

The Bible is unlike any other book. Actually, it isn’t just a book—it’s 66 books in 1 
book. Its most remarkable quality is the complete unity of the overall message 
within its pages despite having 40 different authors from 3 continents, written over 
roughly 2,000 years (starting some 3200 years ago) in 3 different languages.  
 

Kings, shepherds, fishermen, prophets, a military general, a cupbearer, scholars, and 
a priest all wrote portions of Scripture. They had different purposes for writing. 
They recorded history, gave spiritual and moral instruction, stirred worship and 



praise, recorded future promises and pronounced judgment. They composed these 
works from palaces, places of exile, the wilderness, and from prisons. As they 
wrote, they freely expressed their emotions; anger, frustration, hope love and joy. 
 

All of this done with flawless consistency, never contradicting itself. All of this 
demonstrates its supernatural divine inspiration. Only God could provide us with 
such a flawless Word that reveals such a matchless message: The Creator’s 
amazing, gracious, unrelenting, pursing love for His fallen creation. 
 

Yet, despite all of this, the Bible is under attack by the skeptics and critics.  
 

They say the Bible is not reliable. When they use this term, they’re saying it is not 
trustworthy or accurate.  
 

So, they foster and create doubt about the Bible because they reject God and 
absolute truth (the Bible). They do so, in order to justify their disbelief in Him or 
their anger with Him, and their decision to live as they choose.  
 

Because if there is No God or absolutes they can live as they like without judgement 
from a God. And to remove any perceived judgment from those who embrace God 
and absolute truth, they undermine the source of their belief.  
 

“Really, you can’t believe that the Bible historically accurate? You certainly can’t 
believe that it is scientifically accurate? Who decided which content would be 
included in the Bible? Hasn't the Bible been changed by men over time?” 
 

2. The Reliability of the Bible Textually. 
 

The second evidence it that the Bible we have today is an accurate reflection of 
what was originally written.  
 

First, let explain the process of copying manuscripts. Scribes counted not only 
words, but characters in the documents they were copying. If the numbers didn’t 
match, they’d go back, recheck and correct. There’s 1000’s of copies that show this. 
 

260,000 Hebrew manuscripts were found in an old synagogue in Cairo, 10,000 of 
which are biblical manuscripts. We have 200 biblical manuscripts from the Dead 
Sea Scrolls and Thousands more from other discoveries too. 
 



The oldest manuscript of the Old Testament was found among the Dead Sea Scrolls 
and is a series of fragments from the Book of Leviticus. They date back to 350 BC. 
 

The oldest evidence of the Old Testament that still exists is not found in a 
manuscripts. In 1985, ancient silver amulets were discovered in the old city of 
Jerusalem. These amulets are from about 650 B.C. They contain passages like…  
 

Numbers 6:22-27. “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine 
upon you and be gracious unto you; the Lord turn his face toward you and grant you 
peace.” Exact in wording. 
 

For a long time, the earliest copies of the Old Testament we had were from the 10th 
century AD, but the Dead Sea Scrolls allowed us to see 200 more manuscripts of 
Old Testament books from at least 1,000 years before. And the level of accuracy 
between all manuscripts is astounding. Using the science of textual criticism, we 
know for certain that it is 99.5 % accurate. In the other 0.5 % we know all the 
differences; issues of spelling names - Hannah vs Hanna. 0% affecting doctrine. 
 

We also have 25,000 manuscripts of the New Testament, and because of the vast 
amount of manuscript evidence, over the last 1900 years, even with all the 
inaccuracies and scribal errors, it is also greater than 99.5% accurate. 
 

So don’t be doubtful of what God has said and preserved. Instead, be CONFIDENT.  
 

3. The Archaeological and Historical Accuracy of the Bible 
 

Archaeologists once boasted that the Bible was full of errors because no 
independent, historic evidence had been found to confirm the Bible’s claims. But a 
slew of astounding discoveries in just the last 200 years has silenced their boasting. 
 

Example 1: The Tel Dan Stele (900–850 BC) 
A stele is an upright stone rulers and peoples from Egypt, Israel, and across 
Mesopotamia used to honor great victories and accomplishments. This stele is 
amazing because we find carved on it, “House of David.” It confirms the royal 
dynasty of King David over Israel, which skeptics denied for 100s of years. 
 

Example 2: The Meesha Stele or the Moabite Stone (846 BC) 
It records the revolt of Meesha, King of Moab, against Israel. It mentions Omri, King 
of Israel, and David and refers to Yahweh, the God of Israel! 
 



Example 3: The Nabonidus Cylinder (550 BC) 
King Nabonidus of Babylonia left a magnificent cuneiform cylinder mentioning his 
elder son, Belshazzar by name. Critics of the Bible claimed for many years that the 
account in the book of Daniel was wrong; they said Belshazzar was never a king in 
Babylon and that Nabonidus was not his father.  
 

Example 4: The Hittites 
Critics have claimed the Hittites (Genesis 15:20, Exodus 3:8, Joshua 1:4) were 
mythical people. But late in the 19th century, several monuments were discovered. 
 

Example 5: Ninevah 
The ruins of the “mythological city” of Nineveh buried until 1846 AD. 
 

Example 6: Caiaphas Ossuary 
In 1990 a startling discovery shook biblical scholars and archaeologists alike. In the 
Peace Forest section of Jerusalem, a burial cave was discovered containing 12 
ossuaries, one being of Caiaphas, the high priest who presided at the trial of Jesus. 
 

Example 7: Pilate Dedication Stone 
Scholars questioned Pilate’s existence until in June 1961 an inscription on a 
limestone block was found at a Roman amphitheater in Caesarea Maritima. The 
block has this inscription: “Tiberieum, Pontius Pilatus, Praefectus Judaeae!” Then in 
2018, archaeologists also identified “a 2,000-year-old copper alloy ring bearing his 
name,” which would have served as a seal for documents. 
 

This is but a brief list of the hundreds and thousands of discoveries available today. 
I hope these inspire you to dig deeper as you contend for the Bible and the faith! 
 

4. The Scientific Accuracy of the Bible 
 

The Bible is clearly unlike any other document in history. Every claim it makes about 
science is not only true but crucial for filling in the blanks of our understanding about 
the origin of the universe, the earth, fossils, life, and human beings. The more we 
learn about the world, the more we appreciate what the Bible reveals. 
 

ASTRONOMY: The Bible claims the universe had a beginning. Philosophers and 
scientists rejected that claim for over two thousand years, but now astronomers 
believe the universe had a beginning, the so-called big bang (different time frame). 
 

Stars innumerable, Gen 22:17; Jer 33:22, knowledge expanded Edwin Hubble 1925 



Earth round, not flat, Is. 40:22; Ps 103:12, belief thru history, some dummies didn’t. 
Global Water cycle, Ecc. 1:7; Is. 55:10 –Aristotle 350bc. Bernard Palissy 1546 
 

ANTHROPOLOGY: The Bible claims that all humans are “one blood” descended from 
one man and one woman (Acts 17:26; 1 Corinthians 15:45; Genesis 3:20). Some 
nineteenth-century biologists argued that different races descended from lower 
animals, but today genetics has verified that there is only one human race. 
 

BIOLOGY: The Bible claims that God created animals “after their kind.” Nineteenth-
century biologists argued that animals evolved from other, very different animals, 
but today biology confirms that creatures reproduce within their own kind. 
 

GEOLOGY: The Bible claims God destroyed the earth and all that was in it in a 
worldwide flood. 19th-century geologists argued that rock layers and fossils found in 
them were formed as sediments were slowly deposited, but today geology confirms 
many rock layers were deposited catastrophically, burying fossils in minutes/hours. 
 

Scientists attempting to answer questions about the physical and biological 
processes of this world, are limited to observing and testing with present processes. 
They can only guess about the past using fragmentary evidence. 
 

On the other hand, our God has all knowledge, He was present when He created the 
universe and He has revealed what happened to produce what we see today.  
 

It isn’t surprising to me, that historians, archeologists, and scientists after 100s of 
years of observation and discovery, eventually come around to what the Bible says. 
 

5. The Prophetic Accuracy of the Bible 
 

Many religions have books that claim to be the truth, but only the Bible contains 
verifiable fulfilled prophecies. Messianic prophecies… 
 

Isaiah 7:14 says, "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be 
with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel."  
 

Centuries later, Matthew 1, Mary indeed a virgin, Jesus born into this world. 
Born from a virgin, but also come from Bethlehem, in Micah 5:2.  
In Matthew 2 we Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
The crucifixion prophecy of Psalms 22 centuries before (pierced hands, cast lots). 
 



Critics of the Bible, have squirmed over the precise prophetic insights of Daniel who 
forecast the entire course of Middle East history over the next five centuries. 
 

The Bible is filled so many amazing, supernatural predictions that I can’t do it all 
justice today! Daniel’s, Ezekiel’s, Isaiah’s, Micah’s and many more talk about the last 
days, the increase of knowledge (internet), a global ability for people to see things 
worldwide (communications & systems), self-propelled vehicles and on and on. 
 

6. The Acceptance Jesus and others of the Bible 
 

Over 3,000 times, in some form or another, the Bible’s authors claimed to be 
speaking for God. With phrases like “the word of God” and the “word of the Lord” 
they indicated that they believed their words were of divine origin. 
 

The apostle Peter claimed inspiration for the entire Old Testament, “Holy men of 
God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Peter 1:21 
 

Paul says: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 
 

Christ quoted the Old Testament repeatedly, referring to dozens of miracles and 
historical events. He considered all its history to be true, including Noah (Luke 
17:27), Moses (John 5:46), Jonah (Matthew 12:40), and all prophets from Abel to 
Zechariah (Luke 11:49–51). HE is who we follow, if we call ourselves Christians. 
 

7. And Lastly, The Life-Changing Power of the Bible 
 

Even if you don’t yet know any other compelling evidences that the Bible is true, we 
cannot deny the power of God’s word to transform the lives of those who trust in it 
and its message of Christ as Savior.  
 

What do you do with doubt? We all come up against it. The enemy uses it against 
every one of us, in every relationship, in every circumstance. The enemy IS going to 
plant seeds of doubt. How do you overcome your doubt? You bring it to God. You 
ask God for the wisdom to identify doubt and turn away from it.  
 

Ask with the humble faith and then turn to His word and wait for Him to answer as 
the Holy Spirit applies the Bibles truths to your heart and life. It is The Word of God 
and it is the supreme authority for establishing what we believe and how we should 
live! Have you trusted in His Word? Have you accepted His Gift Jesus? I Invite you. 


