
Mark 15 - Lies vs. Truth 
 

Last week, we covered most of Mark 14. Today, as we approach the 
crucifixion of Jesus in Mark 15, we’ll narrow our focus. But before we do, I 
want to revisit the bogus trials held against Jesus. So, let’s dig in!! 
 

In Mark 14, the first trial is conducted by the Jewish religious leaders. Their 
goal was to make a case against Jesus that would warrant execution. Various 
witnesses were subpoenaed who made varying accusations but the 
testimonial evidence didn’t add up.  
 

Mark 14:55-59 NIV, “The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking 
for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did 
not find any. Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not 
agree. Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: “We 
heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with human hands and in three 
days will build another, not made with hands.’” Yet even then their testimony 
did not agree.” 
 

They were all lies, with bits of truth twisted into them! Jesus remained silent 
even though the high priest prodded Him to give admit His guilt. In a last-ditch 
effort to make something stick, they went for a conviction of blasphemy based 
on the claims they heard Jesus make about Himself.  
 

Mark 14:61b-65 NIV, “Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, 
the Son of the Blessed One?” “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son 
of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the 
clouds of heaven.” [WOW] The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need 
any more witnesses?” he asked. “You have heard the blasphemy. What do 
you think?” They all condemned him as worthy of death. Then some began 
to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, 
“Prophesy!” And the guards took him and beat him.”  
 

BE CAREFUL: FOLKS IN RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS THAT DENY THAT 
JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD: THE PEOPLE WHO KILLED JESUS USED 
THAT SAME DENIAL to CONDEMN AND CRUCIFY HIM. 
 

The religious leaders not wanting to dirty their hands with innocent 
blood before Passover, bring Him to Pilate with all their accusations.  
Jesus responds in the same way… 
 

 



Mark 15:4-5 NIV, “Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See how 
many things they are accusing you of.” But Jesus still made no reply, and 
Pilate was amazed.” 
 

Despite the many accusations made against Jesus none of them stuck. So, 
Pilate, despite their coercion, tells them he is going to release Him finding no 
grounds for His arrest. But the religious leaders were insistent. Back and forth 
they argued; Pilate resisting their pressure and they resisting his. 
 

In John 19:6-7 NIV, Pilate says, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I 
find no basis for a charge against him.” The Jewish leaders insisted, “We 
have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to 
be the Son of God.” 
 

AH! He claimed to be the Son of God! Of all the accusations made against 
Him by the Jews, this is the only one Jesus answered to. “I AM.” TRUTH. He 
would not respond to lies but He did respond to the truth. 
 

Problem was, Rome would not sentence a person to the death penalty over 
blasphemy against a Jewish God. But these religious serpents were 
shrewd. They change their charge against Jesus to make Pilate act … 
 

John 19:12 NIV, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone 
who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” 
 

And it is this claim that Pilate is forced to deal with. Again, we see Jesus once 
again responding to an accusation that was true. 
 

John 18:33- 37 NIV, “Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned 
Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “Is that your own idea,” 
Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”…Jesus said, “My kingdom 
is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by 
the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” “You are 
a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, 
the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. 
Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 
 

Jesus confirms that He is a king of a kingdom not of this world and Pilate sees 
no threat against Rome in this claim.  But because the Jews insist, Pilate 
bends to their request to avoid a riot. The charge that sticks, the one that will 
satisfy Rome, is placed over His cross, “King of the Jews.” He will be 
executed as an insurrectionist in place of an insurrectionist. 



Now, the two crucified alongside Him had signs too = possibly thief/rebel.  
 

Mark 15:27-28 NKJV, “With Him they also crucified two robbers [rebels NIV 
NASB – Revolutionaries NLT], one on His right and the other on His left. So 
the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And He was numbered with the 
transgressors.” 
 

The cross Jesus was nailed upon was intended for an insurrectionist who had 
murdered someone in a rebellion.  
 

Mark 15:7 NKJV, “And there was one named Barabbas, who was chained 
with his fellow rebels; they had committed murder in the rebellion.” 
 

It is highly likely, that the two thieves on either side of Christ were the fellow 
rebels of Barabbas who were awaiting their crucifixion together. Jesus took 
his place on the cross. So, these two guys, in all probability, knew who 
belonged on that cross and that it wasn’t Jesus. One, saw the difference. 
 

Now, let me piece together using scripture the last minutes of Jesus on the 
cross and then we will focus in on our main point today. 
 

Mark 15:33-37 NIV, “At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon. And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (Which means “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?”). When some of those standing near heard this, they said, 
“Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, 
put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s 
see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. With a loud cry, Jesus 
breathed his last.” 
 

Luke 23:46 NIV, “And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, 
“Father, ‘into Your hands I commit My spirit.’ ” Having said this, He breathed 
His last.” 
 

Mark 15:38-39 NIV, “The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom.” “And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw 
how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!” 
 

Matthew 27:51-54 NIV, “At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke 
open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They 
came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city 



and appeared to many people. When the centurion and those with him who 
were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they 
were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 
 

In Jesus’ day the most feared soldiers on the face of the earth were those of 
the Legions of Rome. These men were practically invincible. No nation of the 
day could stand against them. One of the reasons they were so powerful and 
so feared was because their armies, led by men called “centurions.” 
 

Centurions were seasoned veterans, commanders of units of approximately 
100 men. In today’s armies they would be roughly equivalent to a Major. 
 

In Israel, 2-3 centurions were stationed in Antonia Fortress alongside the 
temple courts, but most of them were stationed in the seaport of Caesarea.  
 

ILLUS: Now, it may come as a shock to you, but there are people in this world 
who hate Christianity, hate our God and hate our Bible. Many of these are 
scholars – scholars who challenge every aspect of Scripture. For decades 
Pilate was like a gift to these critics.  
 

There was no valid archeological evidence that Pontius Pilate ever lived or 
that he was ever in Jerusalem. Yes, there are Biblical records and historical 
records contemporary with Pilate that testify to his existence but because 
these are filled with religious biases, they were dismissed.  
 

But then in 1961 an Italian archaeologist, Dr. Antonio Frova, found this 2’x3’ 
inscription in Caesarea Maritima linking Pilate to Emperor Tiberius, proving 
he wasn’t a figment of the imagination of the Gospel writers…It reads: 
“Tiberium, Pontius Pilate, Prefect …of Judea” 
 

In this pic of Ceaserea Maritima – you can see the Palace where Pilate lived 
while stationed there. It was elegant, a place originally decorated by Herod 
the Great who was known for building large luxurious places. 
 

Now, why is Caesarea important to our story this morning? Well, it’s likely that 
the centurion at the cross came from there with Pilate’s entourage. Since 
this was such a volatile situation, he would have entrusted his orders for 
Jesus with his own men. 
 

You see, Pilate didn’t live in Jerusalem and he probably didn’t want to live in 
Jerusalem. He was quite content 70 miles away in the comforts and 
entertainments of Caesarea.  



The only reason he would have needed to travel to Jerusalem would have 
been during the festivals when large numbers of Jews gathered together.  
 

Any time lots of Jews got together in one place it was a recipe for unrest 
and a major revolt. (Hence, Barabbas & the 2) 
 

Pilate’s job was to keep the peace and that required him to display a show 
force on occasion (extra soldiers). More soldiers required more centurions. 
 

Now, who was this guy? Who was this centurion? Well, he was part of a 
very exclusive club. There were only 20/25 centurions in Israel at the time.  
 

And intriguingly enough - despite the fact that the Jews hated the Romans - 
the New Testament writers often treat the centurions with great respect. 
 

For instance, look at, Matthew 8:5-13 NIV say, “When Jesus had entered 
Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. “Lord,” he said, “my 
servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” Jesus said to him, “Shall I 
come and heal him?” The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have 
you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 
For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 
‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, 
‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said 
to those following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel 
with such great faith…Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done 
just as you believed it would.” And his servant was healed at that moment.” 
 

Then in Acts 10, God sends Peter to preach the Good News to a Centurion 
named Cornelius. Where did Cornelius live? In Caesarea.  
 

The book of Acts describes him as “…a righteous and God-fearing man, who 
is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to ask you to 
come to his house so that he could hear what you have to say.” Acts 10:22 
 

Then in Acts 27:1-3, we’re told of a Centurion holding Paul as a prisoner.  
 

“When it was decided that we would sail for Italy, Paul and some other 
prisoners were handed over to a centurion named Julius, who belonged to 
the Imperial Regiment… The next day we landed at Sidon; and Julius, in 
kindness to Paul, allowed him to go to his friends so they might provide for 
his needs.” 
 



So, obviously these centurions were highly regarded by the early church. But 
why? Why were these men viewed so favorably in Scripture?  
 

Centurions weren’t your common soldier. They were chosen because of their 
levelheadedness and their ability to be good leaders. They were chosen 
because they were dependable and because they understood their men. 
 

A Greek historian named Polybius (c.200-118 BC) said that “In choosing 
their centurions the Romans look not so much for the daring or fire-eating 
type, but rather for men who are natural leaders and possess a stable and 
imperturbable temperament, not men who will open the battle and launch 
attacks, but those who will stand their ground even when worsted or hard-
pressed, and will die in defense of their posts.”  
 

Yet, Centurions as dependable and level-headed as they were, they could 
also be cruel when needed. That is why this centurion in Mark 15, was at 
the base of the cross. He was carrying out the crucifixion of guilty men. 
 

In that day Rome was the only nation crucifying people, and they did it often.  
 

One New Testament scholar, Hal Taussig notes: “Romans practiced both 
random and intentional violence against populations they had conquered, 
killing tens of thousands by crucifixion.” 
 

Execution by crucifixion was not a job for the squeamish. When Roman 
soldiers crucified a man – they began by beating the prisoner until bones were 
broken and blood covered the ground. The prisoner’s arms were tied to a 
crossbar and he was paraded through the streets with a soldier walking in 
front carrying a sign that indicated their crimes. 
 

At the place of execution, the prisoner's wrists and feet were nailed to the 
cross. Prisoners often remained conscious for days, struggling between 
relieving pain from their wrists versus their feet and catching breaths in 
between. Very painful and exhausting! Because of this process, the 
prisoner could talk only in short bursts (why Jesus’ statements were short).  
 

Sometimes the soldiers would shorten the suffering by breaking the prisoner's 
legs; unable to push themselves up to breathe, they would suffocate and die. 
 

Centurions had to oversee this entire process… prisoner after prisoner. 
Watching guilty men die was just part of their job description. 
 



BUT Jesus’ death was different. There was something different about the 
way that Jesus died that shook this Centurion. 
 

The question is: What was there about Jesus’ death that was different?  
 

Scripture does give us some hints to why the centurion reacted as he did. 
 

Mark 15:37-39 NIV says, “With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The 
curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.” “And when the 
centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, 
“Surely this man was the Son of God!” 
 

How did Jesus die? 
With a loud cry! Remember, how taxing this form of dying was on the lungs 

and diaphragm of a victim. 
 

He made a loud cry, really? There was power in that cry from a altogether 
weakened man. And that powerful cry coincided with the curtain of the temple 
tearing from top to bottom, and that tearing of the curtain would have 
coincided with an earthquake according to Matthew. 
 

Matthew 27:51-52 NIV, “At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke 
open.” 
 

I am sure all that got his attention! But there was more going on behind 
the scenes and all that preceded Jesus breathing His last breath. 
 

Remember, this centurion was PART of a very select and exclusive club. 
There were only about 25 of these commanders in all of Palestine and it’s 
a pretty good guess that they knew each other fairly well. 
 

When the Centurion who went to Jesus asking for his servant to be healed, 
saw him healed, you can be sure that he told his story to the others.  
 

After all, it was three years of ministry going throughout Israel healing the 
sick, the lame and the blind that brought Jesus’ reputation to the attention of 
that centurion who begged Him for help. 
 

These commanders ate and drank and talked together. And now THIS 
Centurion had a front row seat to something the others didn’t.  
 



He watched as Jesus was tried and convicted, as Pilate tried to release 
Jesus, and he listened as Pilate declared “I find no fault in this man”.  
 

He would have watched Pilate publicly bring out a bowl of water and wash 
his hands of what everyone knew was an unjust sentence. 
 

He had seen it all. And at the cross, he was in command of the soldiers 
who drove the nails thru Jesus’ feet and hands. As the Centurion watched all 
of this, he knew it wasn’t fair and that something wasn’t right.  
 

Questions rolled around in his head. Like one of the thieves nailed beside 
Him, he knew Jesus had done nothing to deserve this execution. 
 

And why was He being executed? That was the question that haunted him!  
 

As he watched Pilate deal publicly with the chief priests, he also heard the 
Jew’s reason for wanting Him dead. He claimed to be the Son of God. 
 

John 19:7 NIV, “The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according 
to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 
 

He knew the sign over Jesus’ head was not the real reason. 
 

He knew he was innocent – John says he recognized His righteousness too. 
And by accepting the probability that Jesus was in fact the Son of God, was 
a declaration of Jesus’ righteousness and innocence. 
 

Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed one? I Am. 
Are you the King of the Jews? I am a king of a kingdom not of this world! 
His claims and the evidence demand a response from us. Do you believe? 
 

The Centurion heard Jesus’ last cry as He breathed His last. What was it?  
 

Luke 23:44-46 NIV, “It was now about noon, and darkness came over the 
whole land until three in the afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, 
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he 
breathed his last. 
 

Father! Only sons and daughters use that word. Even in His dying breath, He 
stands by His claim and dies. Surely, He is the Son of God! We have an 
advantage that Centurion never had. Compiled evidence. We must be 
careful not to let our routines cloud our vision. See Jesus as He is. Invitation. 
 


