
 Mark 14 – “A Mind Field” 
 

Lots to cover (72 verses) – Lots of summary. Let’s jump in right off the bat 
and begin by reading about our first kind of mind… 
 

1. The Mind of Schemers 
 

Mark 14:1-2 NIV (Matthew 26:1-2), “Now the Passover and the Festival of 
Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. “But 
not during the festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.” 
 

What was the timeline leading up to Mark 14, 2 days before Passover and 
the 7-day long Festival of Unleavened Bread? 

 

After Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, His popularity and that of the 
Lazarus’ grew so much that it threatened the leadership of the religious 
Jews – the Pharisees, Sadducees, the chief priests and the Sanhedrin (the 
ruling council made up of 70 elders from the Jewish tribes).  
 

Their fear of losing control of the people was so great that they began 
talking about ways to kill Jesus & Lazarus. Them, justifying law breaking! 
Amazing, self-righteous blindness. 
 

But Jesus, knowing that His time to be offered up as a sacrifice for the people 
wasn’t just right, hides out in Tiberius for a bit. 
 

The redemption plan was to coincide His sacrifice as close as was possible 
with Passover and the week-long Feast of Unleavened bread. Passover is 
the second most important holy day of the Jewish year. Second only to Yom 
Kippur, the Day of Atonement. 
 

On Passover, Jewish families gather for a meal called a Seder (SAY-dur), 
during which specific elements recount the history of Israel and retell the story 
of God’s dramatic deliverance of their ancestors from 400 years of slavery. 
 

Passover is known as the watershed event in Jewish history. It was a turning 
point, a defining moment for the Jewish people. Everything changed for them.  
 

God, miraculously using 10 plagues, wore down hard-hearted Pharoah to 
rescue His people out of horrible slavery into a promised land of their own.  
 



Immediately upon their departure from Egypt, God instituted the Feast of 
Passover as an everlasting memorial to their deliverance.  
 

Thousands of years later, the Jewish people still commemorate this day and 
tell their children the story, passing on a legacy of faith in the one true God. 
 

This was the holy day Jesus looked forward to celebrating with His disciples 
before He died.  
 

Luke 22:14-15 NIV, “Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said 
to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.” 
 

The Passover season was a family/community bonding experience, but it also 
provided a prophetic glimpse of the promised Messiah’s sacrificial death.  
 

Now, Mark 14 begins with Jesus saying that Passover was just two days 
away. But Jesus actually returns back to Bethany from Tiberius 6 days before 
Passover according to John. 
 

John 12:1-3 NIV, “Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, 
where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here (in 
Bethany – but at the house of Simon the Leper formerly speaking) a dinner 
was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those 
reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an 
expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her 
hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.” 
 

After the first two verses of Mark 14, Mark adds a parenthesis of the days 
preceding the second day out from Passover. 
 

Mark 14:3-5 NIV, “While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home 
of Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive 
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on 
his head. Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, 
“Why this waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year’s 
wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.”  
 

Note: House of Simon and Mary is the women with the perfume. Continue… 
 

Mark 14:6-8 NIV, “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? 
She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, 
and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. 



She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to 
prepare for my burial.”  
 

2. The Mind of a Caring Believer 
 

Mary had a clear picture of what awaited Jesus in Jerusalem. He had 
prepared her and Martha just weeks earlier with the death of their brother.  
 

So, when Jesus shared the information of His pending suffering and death – 
she in great faith and with great honor, lavished this expensive perfume upon 
Him in preparation of His burial. She was tender-hearted (crying).  
 

Amazing! The disciples still haven’t wrapped their minds around this truth but 
she has!! Wow! After watching what her brother went through and then seeing 
his miraculous resurrection, she hung her hat on every word of Jesus.  
 

She had a new appreciation for Him. She listened to every word He spoke, 
believed them and acted upon them with utter devotion and generosity. And 
Jesus, in honor of her faith and offering says the following… 
 

Mark 14:9 NIV, “Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout 
the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”  
 

Can you imagine what this rebuke of the disciples in front of Mary must have 
felt like for them. LEAVE HER ALONE! STOP BOTHERING HER! 
 

Now mark says it was some of the disciples who were indignantly saying stuff 
about her actions. But who was the real instigator really? 
 

John 12:4-6 NIV, “But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to 
betray him, objected, “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to 
the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” He did not say this because he cared 
about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he 
used to help himself to what was put into it.”  
 

3. The Mind of a Betrayer 
 

Judas wasn’t some innocent party who had a lapse in judgment. He was just 
a bad egg; a selfish minded insensitive man who had proven to be a thief for 
some time. Judas was not a believer, not a Spirit illuminated and Spirit filled 
follower of Jesus. He was upset about the waste because he had his eyes on 
the money. He had an itch that needed scratching and if he wasn’t going to 
get what he wanted this way, he would get it another way. 



Talk down to me, will you, Jesus and see what I will do to you. It was this 
incident that led him to betray Jesus. 
 

He knew that ever since Lazarus’ resurrection that the chief priests and 
leaders of the people were looking for a way to kill Jesus. So, he decided then 
to sell Him out. Look at… 
 

Mark 14:10-11 NIV, “Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief 
priests to betray Jesus to them. They were delighted to hear this and 
promised to give him money. So, he watched for an opportunity to hand 
him over.” 
 

This all began about 6 days before Passover when Judas left the house of 
Simon the leper to inform on Jesus and promise to become part of plan to 
steal away Jesus in secret, away from the crowds when no one suspected. 
And Mark introduces this information 2 days before the Passover.   
 

Mark 14:1-2 NIV (Matthew 26:1-2), “Now the Passover and the Festival of 
Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. “But 
not during the festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.” 
 

Mark then fast forwards to the first Day of the Festival when it was customary 
to celebrate Passover. 
 

Mark 14:12 NIV, “On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when 
it was customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, 
“Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?” 
 

Of course, this is the meal that created the basis for the Lord’s Supper that 
we celebrated today. And it was Passover and the Festival that revealed the 
destiny that our Lord was born to and that would change our lives. 
 

1 Corinthians 5:7-8 NIV, reflecting on that truth says, “Get rid of the old 
yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For 
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us keep the 
Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and wickedness, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 
 



It is during the celebration of the Passover meal with His disciples that He 
uses the elements to prepare them for the events to follow. This bread, my 
broken body, this cup, my blood spilt for you. 
 

With all that said, Jesus goes further by revealing what would happen to them 
in the hours and days ahead… 
 

Mark 14:27-31 NIV, “You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, “for it is written: 
“‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ But after I have 
risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, 
I will not. “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “today—yes, tonight—before 
the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times.” But Peter 
insisted emphatically, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” 
And all the others said the same.” 
 

4. The Mind of the Arrogant 
 

Oh Peter, what hopeful arrogance. “Everyone else will fail you but not me.” 
Anyone able to identify with him? 
 

Years ago, I did the same thing. Russ, youth group, walked away. I was 
upset with Him and said, Lord, I will never do that to you. You have been 
so important in my life. How could anyone do that after all you have done? 
 

Six years later, after Bible college, I walked away for over 7 years with no 
intent to ever return to Church or be around Christians. I found myself here 
one Sunday and heard about a trip to Ecuador that I decided to go on in 
search of the joy that I had lost in my life.  
 

The Lord worked it out for me to go on that trip and when asked about why 
I volunteered to go I cited these thoughts. That I had fallen into the same 
trap that my friend fell into and I vowed I would never do. What hopeful 
arrogance Mark. No better than Peter disowning his faith. 

 

The last few days of Jesus’ life were filled with such high expectations 
of himself but ended with devastating brokenness. 

 

Mark 14:66-72 NIV, “While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the 
servant girls of the high priest came by. When she saw Peter warming 
himself, she looked closely at him. “You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” 
she said. But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking 
about,” he said, and went out into the entryway.”  



 

“When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing 
around, “This fellow is one of them.” Again, he denied it. After a little while, 
those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for you are a 
Galilean.” He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know 
this man you’re talking about.” Immediately the rooster crowed the second 
time. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the 
rooster crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and 
wept.” 
 

This is where we all have to get to if God is going to work in us and through 
us. Fear, insensitivity, selfishness, and arrogance has to be stripped away for 
God to work in us and with us. And He is always quick to forgive and restore 
and use us for greater purpose when we arrive here. 
 

I love how the story advances for Peter after his disowning his faith and His 
Lord, after the brokenness.  
 

Jesus appears to the disciples a third time after the resurrection on the 
seashore as they are fishing. John sees and recognizes Jesus first and says 
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard that, he jumped 
overboard and swims 300 feet to shore with the disciples trying to beat him 
with a boat full of fish.  
 

Jesus already has a fire going and Peter runs back to the boat to get some 
fish. Jesus divides up the fish and cooked fish and passes it around. 
 

John 21:15-17 NIV says, “When they had finished eating, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, 
Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
Again, Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, 
“Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter 
was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He 
said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed 
my sheep.” 
 

What grace, what marvelous mercy, what magnificent love. Thank you, Lord 
Jesus! You know we love you despite our propensity to get it all wrong. Oh, 
how Jesus loves us! Oh, how much He loved these bumbling 12. And we get 
a glimpse of that too, I think, in Mark 14 - in the garden. As we look at… 
 



5. The Mind of a Heartbroken Son.  
 

Mark 14:32-42 NIV, “They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus 
said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took Peter, James and John 
along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. “My 
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them. 
“Stay here and keep watch.” Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and 
prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. “Abba, Father,” he said, 
“everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, 
but what you will.” Then he returned to his disciples and found them 
sleeping. “Simon,” he said to Peter, “are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep 
watch for one hour? Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. 
The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Here is one way you can overcome 
what lies ahead) Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 
When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were 
heavy. They did not know what to say to him. Returning the third time, he 
said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has 
come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let 
us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 
 

Luke says this when he writes about Jesus’ sorrow to the point of death… 
 

Luke 22:44-45 NIV, “And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and 
his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. When he rose from 
prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from 
sorrow...” 
 

How deep the darkness must have been for Jesus and his disciples that night 
– as He fought the final battle between His humanity and His deity.  
 

Here in Gethsemane’s shadows the dark reality of the cross finally took 
shape. He weeps in the shadows of Gethsemane because His heart is broken 
for a people who have rejected Him. His heart troubled over the brokenness 
of His people – yet He kneels in Gethsemane’s shadows and prays “not my 
will but thine be done.” His heart broken for a broken creation – Jesus will 
willingly lay down His life and take it up again. 
 

Jesus understands our fears, our troubledness, our anxieties, our desire to 
not die. Our desire to stay with our loved ones (GOD who knew heaven 
wanted to stay with His beloved disciples regardless of their imperfections). 
He was so worried for them and the deep sorrow coming after His death.  



 

He wept for Mary over these same thoughts for her. He knows what we are 
going through when we face death.  
 

Jesus was touched with our deepest sorrows. Know that! That is what made 
all the difference in Mary and Peter’s lives. 
 

Oh, what God can do with a brokenhearted man like Peter and a 
tenderhearted woman like Mary. 
 

Would you join your hearts with me in Prayer this morning. 
 

“Thank you, Father God, for wanting to understand us, and taking on our 
brokenness. Jesus, we stand in the shadows of Gethsemane this morning – 
we need to see you, to see the power of Your love for us. To see the power 
of your deliverance from our brokenness and selfishness and sin. We accept 
you as our personal Savior this morning. We embrace your sacrifice for our 
sins Jesus and we commit to follow you in loving devotion.”  
 

“Remove the sleepy blindness from our eyes – help us to see You for who 
You are and, like Mary, pour out from our hearts the praise you so rightly 
deserve. In your name we pray, Amen!” 
 
 


