
Lots to cover in Mark 11 – All Show - No Reality! 
 

Jesus and the disciples’ journey toward Jerusalem found in chapters 8–10 is 
over. They’ve arrived on the outskirts of Jerusalem near Bethpage and 
Bethany, lying on the eastside of the mount of Olives.  
 

Jesus’ intended destination has become clear, it’s the temple. They arrive at 
the gates of the city late afternoon with Jesus riding upon a colt.  
 

Mark 11:1-11 NIV, “As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage 
and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying to 
them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a 
colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If 
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will 
send it back here shortly.’” They went and found a colt outside in the street, 
tied at a doorway. As they untied it, some people standing there asked, “What 
are you doing, untying that colt?” They answered as Jesus had told them to, 
and the people let them go. When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, 
while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. Those who went 
ahead and those who followed shouted, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 
father David!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Jesus entered 
Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, 
but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.”  
 

Because it’s already late, Jesus just makes a quick inspection of the temple.  
 

It’s that inspection that unlocks our understanding to the rest of Mark 11 and 
his account of the last days of Jesus’ ministry while on earth. 
 

It is here in Mark 11 that the temple is first mentioned. It becomes a dominant 
focal point in the chapters here on out, mentioned another 11 times. 
 

It has been suggested that the leading Jews plotted his death as a result of 
His conflict with their running of the temple. 
 

The stories surrounding His entry into Jerusalem in Mark 11 are filled with 
irony. They reveal the showiness & shallowness of temple faith & practice.  
 

Crowds cheer in the Lord’s name & for His kingdom. as He rides in on a colt.  
 



Yet, just hours away from this event, these same people will become 
disillusioned with Jesus and cooperate with those plotting His death. 
 

After making His quick inspection of the temple, He and the disciples return 
to Bethany to spend the night at Mary, Martha, and Lazarus’ home (John).  
 

The next morning, they wake early and head back to the temple. On the way, 
He takes a detour. 
 

Mark 11:12-14 NIV, “The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was 
hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had 
any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was 
not the season for figs. Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit 
from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it.” 
 

Jesus does something that must puzzle his disciples, as it has puzzled 
commentators ever since. He sees a distant fig tree with leaves but no fruit.  
 

Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, Jesus approaches the tree, not to 
check out the anticipated fruit, but to confirm his suspicion that there is 
none. Sure enough, all-leaves no fruit = all-show, no-reality. 
 

He promptly “curses” it (Peter calls it a curse in verse 21).  
 

Mark, in defense of the tree adds, yeck, it wasn’t even the season for figs.  
 

It was two months too early to realistically expect ripe figs, though it was 
possible at that time to have early spring green fruit (not edible yet though). 
 

It’s like Mark is asking the questions…What’s the issue Jesus? Why so edgy? 
Did He get up on the wrong side of the bed? Bad hair day?  
 

Really, you rushed out of the house without having had any breakfast and 
some poor little tree didn’t provide you with a snack out of season! Kablooy! 
 

Is Jesus so nervous over what he is about to do in Jerusalem that he starts 
using his super powers to destroy stuff rather than save things?  
 

Lots of theories have been proposed over the years why He did this, but any 
view that forgets Jesus’ standard operating procedure of preparing the 
disciple for the tasks of the day with an object lesson, is shortsighted. 
 

The fig tree is just a symbol, it is a visual parable. His disciples are observing 
and listening and they hear His unusual interchange with the fig tree. 



 

“May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” This is a “To Be Continued,” kind 
of statement Jesus is making to keep His disciples on the edge of their seats.  
 

It suggests that there is further teaching to be expected as the next events 
unfold; a need for greater discernment and reflection on what it all means.  
 

It will not be until after what happens next and a good night’s rest will 
the outcome of the fig tree be revealed. Looking ahead we see this. 
 

Mark 11:20-21 NKJV, “Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the 
fig tree dried up from the roots. And Peter, remembering, said to Him, “Rabbi, 
look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered away.” 
 

These three key words, “hear,” “see,” and “remember,” were used by 
Jesus in chapter 8 when He was teaching the disciples about discernment in 
relationship to “the bread of the pharisees.” These words reoccur here and 
are reminding the reader of the importance to practice discernment this way. 
 

Rabbi, look! The fig tree which you cursed has withered away! 
 

We heard you, see and remember, so… What does it all mean? 
 

So, let’s go back and look at what was sandwiched between the curse of the 
fig tree and it’s subsequent withering. 
 

Mark 11:15-19 NIV, “On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple 
courts and began driving out those who were buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling 
doves, and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple 
courts. And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be 
called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of 
robbers.” The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began 
looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd 
was amazed at his teaching. When evening came, Jesus and his disciples 
went out of the city.”  
 

Jesus’ inspection of the fig tree was a symbolic reenactment of his “temple 
inspection” the night before. 
 

Just as Jesus inspected the fruit tree to confirm His suspicions, He also 
inspected the temple to confirm his suspicions. All-leaves no fruit = all-
show, no-reality. 



The seemingly unjust act of Jesus cursing a fig tree was meant to foreshadow 
Jesus’ cleansing of the temple and the judgment of God soon coming on 
the Temple.  
 

The temple had ceased to produce what it was intended to produce; just 
like the fig tree. And in the same way, Jesus’ curse on the tree was a 
precursor to Him cleansing the temple and the trees subsequent withering 
a foreshadow of the destruction of the temple Jesus predicts in... 
 

Mark 13:1-2 NIV, “As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said 
to him, “Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” 2 
“Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will 
be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 
 

Even in Mark 11, there is a subtle reference to that destruction too in… 
 

Mark 11:22-23 NKJV, “So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in 
God. For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be 
removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but 
believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he 
says.”  
 

Of course, the mountain that would have caught their attention as they 
approached Jerusalem would have been the mountain of the Lord, the 
temple mount. It was the mountain that Solomon built the temple on. 
 

1 Chronicles 3:1 NIV, “Then Solomon began to build the temple of the Lord 
in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his father 
David.” 
 

Mount “Moriah,” in Hebrew, constructed of two words. MORI = my teacher, 
and YA = the short version of the name Yahweh. 
 

With that said, after Jesus cleansed the temple, He began to teach them 
hard lessons; answering questions that His actions would undoubtably cause.  
 

The biggest question posed by the Jewish leaders came the following day. 
Obviously, they weren’t listening in the temple the previous day… 
 

Verse 28, “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And 
who gave you authority to do this?” 
 

When He taught, He quoted two verses in answer to the following questions… 



 

1. Who was the rightful owner of the temple? 
 

Mark 11:17 NIV, “And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house 
will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den 
of robbers.”  
 

“My house.” Jesus takes ownership of this quote and authority over His 
temple. It was His right to cleanse His House. Nobody comes into my house 
and cleans it. Can you imagine? It would be the worst insult imaginable from 
a guest. Only the owner has that right to decides who cleans it.  
 

So, their reaction to His actions in the very next verse makes sense; they 
were insulted and angry. 
 

Mark 11:18 NIV, “The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and 
began looking for a way to kill him.” 
 

The next question answers the reason why Jesus was so angry and took that 
authority… 
 

2. What was the Primary fruit that it was supposed to produce? 
 

Mark 11:17 NIV, “And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house 
will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den 
of robbers.”  
 

“A house of prayer.”  
 

There was an intended use for this House and it wasn’t being met.  
 

Jesus sees all the activity as nothing but leaves. He observes all kinds of 
religious activity. But where is the fruit? Where is prayer? Where in all 
this commotion and noise is there room or atmosphere for true 
worship? 
 

Other business, not His, was getting in the way of His purpose for this House. 
 

A House of prayer – A place where people Seek after God, to connect with 
Him and to trust Him for what they need. But the leaders made that difficult. 
And there was another question as it relates to purpose… 
 

3. What was the secondary fruit it was supposed to produce? 
 



Mark 11:17 NIV, “And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house 
will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a 
den of robbers.”  
 

“For all nations.” 
 

Had their faith and reliance on God made any inroads into the gentile world 
that was living all around them? NO! 
 

In the outer court, made specifically for foreign Gentiles to come and worship 
alongside Jews, there was no place for the nations to pray, it was turned into 
a marketplace. Hence, it downplayed any mission effort to reach the world. 
 

Jesus is quoting from two OT texts. First, He quotes from Isaiah 56:6-7 NIV, 
 

 “Foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord to minister to him, to love 
the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath 
without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant—these I will bring to 
my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt 
offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be 
called a house of prayer for all nations.” 
 

Those previously excluded from the tabernacle are invited into the temple 
where they will find a place there, bound to Him and His name, they come 
into His house and become part of a spiritual family. There they’ll find joy, 
acceptance, a place for prayer. 
 

Jesus knows that the temple he has just “cleansed” can never become that 
the temple it was intended to be. Someone else has taken ownership of it. 
They have stolen it and used it for their own purposes. They are squatters. 
 

This answers the last question, the why question… 
 

4. Why wasn’t it producing it? 
 

Mark 11:17 NIV, “And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house 
will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den 
of robbers.”  
 
Jesus is using another quote out of the book of Jeremiah 7:9-11 NIV, 
 

“Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal 
and follow other gods you have not known, and then come and stand before 



me in this house, which bears my Name, and say, “We are safe”—safe to 
do all these detestable things? Has this house, which bears my Name, 
become a den of robbers to you?” 
 

“A den of robbers.” They were squatting on God’s property. 
They repurposed His House – a place of merchandise. 
 

buying and selling - the tables of the money changers 
benches of those selling doves - carrying merchandise through the temple 
 

It had become about profit-taking. The religious leaders had to certify animals 
“clean.” So, in that day and time they were rejecting people’s animals and 
selling their own certified ones to would-be worshippers at exorbitant prices.  
 

They were even selling and overcharging for the doves made available for 
the poor who couldn’t afford much. I’m not sure what upsets Jesus most: 
the exclusive mindsets that exclude Gentile worship or profiteering priests.  
 

So, Jesus begins His day by purging or cleansing the filth from His House. 
 

Lessons and Applications: 
 

So, for us, what can we do to not be seen as just producing a lot of showy 
leaves with little to no fruit? What kind of fruit are we meant to produce as a 
church and as individuals? 
 

The Traditional Church: They see the church as sacred and don’t do 
merchandise – but they take ownership (it’s here for us) and forget that they 
exist in order to draw the nations (the outside world) into it and a relationship 
with God.  
 

The Contemporary Church: Understands it’s goal to be a place of prayer 
and here for the world – but they turn it into a place of merchandise and 
transact business more like a corporation than a sacred temple. 
 

On a Personal level, what can we do to not be seen as just producing a lot of 
showy leaves with little to no fruit? What kind of fruit are we meant to produce 
as individuals? 
 

1 Corinthians 3:16 NKJV, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God 
and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” 
 

As a believer, remember that you are set apart by God for a sacred purpose. 
 



You are to be a place of prayer (connected to God and ready to help others 
connect with God and praying on their behalf).  
 

Don’t be using the church directory to grow your business and then move to 
the next congregation to do the same. As individuals and as an organization, 
we need to be smart with our money and investments, but what we must 
always remember is that we are here for the world. 
 

We should use our money as a tool to accomplish His purpose not ours. 
We should use our experiences, and gifting and talents as a tool and our 
passions as a tool to accomplish His purpose. 
 

Be the Hand of God to bless the nations. That’s what the temple was for and 
that is what we are here for as a temple of the Lord! 
 

Put your faith in Him, you can trust Him to meet your need –  
 

Got a mountain in your life that needs removing? Don’t trust in your business 
savvy or networking to solve the issue… Have faith in God and pray! 
 

Mark 11:24-26 NKJV, “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when 
you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them. “And 
whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, 
forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your 
trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven 
forgive your trespasses.” 
 

Now if you are sitting there and thinking it’s a name it and claim it proof text, 
well, you have to look a little deeper. Jesus qualifies this statement, “and 
when you stand praying…” Make sure you are living in accordance with 
God’s will in your life or you will not get the forgiveness you’re asking for. 
 

Faith filled prayer isn’t supposed to be used like a magic lantern. In light of 
what He was correcting in the temple, He is saying, look, if you need or want 
anything, come to me and I will fill your needs. We all need forgiveness, 
right? Redemption? Salvation? Seek Him, Pray in faith and He will give 
that to you if you come to Him humbly! Let’s pray. 
 


