
Upside Down Kingdom 
 

1. A Wonderful Tragedy - Die to Live 
2. A Glamorous Beggar - Embrace Poverty to get Rich 
3. A Renowned Insignificant - Humble yourself to get Exalted 
4. A Successful Failure - Lose to Win 
5. A Robust Weakling - Accept Weakness to be Strong 

 

As we begin this last 6th and last sermon in our series entitled, “Upside Down 
Kingdom” I would like to start by taking you back to a very difficult time in 
American & European history – the time of slavery.  
 

I want to say this up front because anytime we say the word slavery or use 
the term in a setting where there are both black and white individuals in 
attendance, people get nervous. We’ve all read books and seen movies 
portraying what slavery was like in America.  
 

If you’re African American, chances are great that somewhere in your family 
history, there were slaves.  
 

If you’re white, chances are great that your ancestors either owned slaves or 
knew people who owned slaves.  
 

What we often focus on is how blacks were owned and treated by whites. But 
there were also rare situations where wealthy black families owned black 
slaves and they didn’t treat their slaves them much better.  
 

In either case, what we do know about slavery is that it was and still is 
unquestionably immoral and wrong.  
 

The very thought of being a slave both repels and disgusts most people.  
 

So, as we explore today’s oxymoronic title, “A Happy Slave,” I want you to 
keep in mind that the Bible repeatedly (some 120+ times), calls us to consider 
ourselves slaves of Christ, and if we don’t understand what it means to be 
a slave, we can’t understand what it means to be a slave for Christ.  
 

Obviously, pairing the word Happy and Slave together is meant to create a 
conflict in your thinking, because a Slave, by virtue of what that word means, 
was rarely, if ever, Happy being a slave.  
 

So, in order for us to get to the point of understanding where we need to be 
in our relationship with Christ, we must come to grips with what slavery is.  



Let me introduce Simon, an African American slave, not by choice. 
 

Simon was born to a wonderful family that loved him and into a community 
that took responsibility to help him grow into a man. He attended a school 
with other children from his village learning about their history and way of life. 
 

Imagine his horror when suddenly, he was forcibly taken from his family. 
The freedom he knew, doing what he wanted to do and going where he 
wanted to go - ceased. He was put in chains, placed on a ship and carried 
away to another world. Onboard ship, he was shackled and stored in close 
quarters with other captives. The conditions were horrible; filthy. Animals in 
zoos live in luxury, comparatively. 
 

Many of the captives died during the trip and their bodies were just thrown 
over the side. When those who survived the trip arrived to port, they were 
taken off the ship and surrounded by people who were a different color 
and spoke a different language.  
 

They were washed by their captors and then paraded down a street and 
then put them on display. They listened as people yelled back and forth and 
then some paper would be exchanged and a captive would be led away.  
 

Simon watched until suddenly he was pushed up on the platform. A man 
approached him and opened his mouth, examined his teeth and then 
probed and prodded his body looking for issues. Finally, happy with what he 
saw, he passed a man some paper and then dragged Simon away in chains.  
 

When Simon arrived at the new place, he couldn’t understand what was being 
said to him or what he was able to do. What he did know, was that once he 
was free and now, he was not. Days turned into weeks, weeks into months, 
and the month into years. To survive, he had to adapt to this new life. 
 

Every day he had to get up before dark to go out and work in the fields. He 
are given very little food and worked all day – literally from sun up to sundown. 
He was beaten if he worked too slowly; if he looked the wrong way at the 
overseer; or committed some offense only known by his owner. He got a pair 
of shoes every year and one change of clothing.  
 

The place he lived in was not very sturdy and it barely housed him and all of 
the other slaves. He was eventually allowed to marry another slave but he 
was separated from her and his children any time the desires of our owner 
changed. He had no rights and was subject to the will of the man who 



purchased him. As far as any personal free time goes, it was on his way to 
and from the fields and when he lay his head down to rest at end of day. 
 

At any time, he could choose to sell him or end his life if he did anything that 
displeased him. THAT WAS THE LIVE OF SIMON – A SLAVE. 
 

Now that you’ve met Simon, would any of you choose to leave the comfort 
of your homes to take his place?  
 

Would you choose to give up your freedom and your rights to be who 
you are, go where you go, do what you do, to take his place?  
 

I’m pretty sure that none of us would voluntarily change places with Simon.  
 

What I want you to keep in mind is that this is exactly what Jesus did for us. 
He chose to leave heaven and come to earth to be a slave. 
 

Philippians 2:5-8 ESV, “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, [doulos=slave] being born in the likeness of men. And being found 
in human form, he *humbled himself by becoming *obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.” (*two most crucial words for a slave) 
 

Now, while you might not be willing to trade places with Simon, some of you, 
if you could afford it, would be willing to purchase him from his owner to 
give him a better life, but he’d still be a slave until you freed him. 
 

The African slave trade, was truly an evil and sinful part of our history, and 
that of Europe’s, too. We are justly disgusted by it. Much of the racial divide 
in America today is the long-term fruit of that terrible institution.  
 

Matter of fact, in Ecuador, we didn’t see that resulting divide between black 
and white. We did see it, however, between the indigenous and the white 
since it was the indigenous that were sold into slavery until the 1960s. 
 

And Michael Card says this in his book, A Better Freedom – Finding Life 
as Slaves of Christ, “we don’t have to go back in time to face the brutality of 
slavery. According to one estimate, there are more slaves today, 27 million, 
than there were in 400 years of the transatlantic slave trade.” 
 

Slavery is not a good thing. Both the OT and the NT teach that trafficking 
in human beings is a sin.  



 

Look at 1 Timothy 1:8-10, NIV, “We know that the law is good if one uses it 
properly. We also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for 
lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for 
those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, for the sexually immoral, 
for those practicing homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and 
perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine.” 
 

The image of slavery is hard to identify with in any kind of positive way. So, 
we wrestle with this idea of being slaves of God. 
 

But over 120 times the Greek word Doulos, which means slave, is used in 
the New Testament. It is often translated as servant, or bond-servant in 
English, and yet well over 75 times it specifically means slave. Why wasn’t it 
translated slave?  
 

Well, back when King James authorized his English version, he owned 
slaves, as many rich people did. That made them feel uneasy referring to 
themselves as slaves. 
 

Modern Bible translators didn’t use “slave” either because it evoked negative 
thoughts because of the dehumanizing practices of the slave trade. Instead, 
they chose to use the softer words like servants and bondservants too. 
 

Problem is, God purposely used the term slavery to drive home His teaching. 
 

See, there’s a big difference between a servant and a slave! 
 

In the 1st century, a servant would have owned a few possessions and been 
protected by certain rights. He would have been hired for a certain time but 
was then was able to return to his normal life. This isn’t the case for a slave.  
 

1. Slaves are Owned by Someone Else. 
 

A slave actually belonged to his master like a piece of property. He didn’t 
have a life of his own. Further, a slave did not own anything. He was entirely 
dependent on his master to meet all his needs. He couldn’t travel anywhere 
without his master’s consent. The entire purpose of his existence was to 
please his owner and if he didn’t, he learned to rather quickly, sorry to say!  
 

Like it or not, being a slave, was all about one person being owned by 
another! 
 



And, according to the Bible, all of us here in this room are slaves. We’re 
slaves, we’re all owned by someone or something else.  
 

We may cringe at the idea of being a slave; maybe even reject the idea. But 
both Jesus and Paul say that about us when it comes to slavery. They say 
that we are all born into slavery, not to a human master, but to sin. 
 

John 8:34 ESV, “Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone 
who practices sin is a slave to sin.” (practices = under control by) 
 

Romans 3:23 ESV, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
 

The Apostle Paul, a devout Jew who became a Jesus follower, said of himself 
and equally of all of us who are flesh and blood. 
 

Romans 7:14 ESV, “I am of the flesh, sold under sin.”  
 

Which is said in recognition that all of us are born into slavery to sin.  
 

Sin, in this case, does not relate to individual acts of disobedience. Rather 
sin is personified as one who rules over us, and so we obey its commands 
or it’s enticements; doing what comes natural to us.  Why do we do this? 
 

“Sold under sin.” 
 

We were Sold Out in the Garden.  
 

Before their fall, God had tasked Adam and Eve with filling the Earth with 
human kind. But they didn’t heed all of His instructions, instead, disregarding 
His warnings and following their own lusts and desires; they sinned. 
 

The repercussions of their choices genetically changed them. Physical and 
spiritual death became a human tragedy from that day forward.  
 

King David understood the implications of their sin in… 
 

Psalm 51:5 NLT, “For I was born a sinner—yes, from the moment my mother 
conceived me.” 
 

If you need any proof that humans are born sinners, just look at the state of 
the world. Yes, we have a great capacity for doing Good; but also, Evil. 
 

If the global scene isn’t proof enough, look at how we’ve done over the years 
messing up our marriages, our kids, our work situations, and our friendships. 
 



We let our selfishness, our pride, our anger, our resentment and our desire 
for pay back to get the best of us. We’re Sold Under Sin, Oppressed by it!  
 

Jesus said that is the why behind Him coming to Planet Earth. 
 

Luke 4:18 NKJV, “He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim 
liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those 
who are oppressed.”  
 

1 Timothy 1:15 NKJV, “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”  
 

How does He save sinners; liberate those held captive and oppressed? HE 
PAID A PRICE TO BUY US BACK - REDEEM. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NIV, “Do you not know that your bodies are temples 
of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are 
not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your 
bodies.”  
 

He Bought US! He paid for Us! When you embrace what Jesus did for you 
personally, the price He paid is applied to your account! 
 

Ephesians 1:13-14 NIV, “When you believed, you were marked in him with 
a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance 
until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of 
his glory.” 
 

2. Slaves can be Bought by Another Master 
 

We are God’s possession; His property. 
 

This word, Doulos, that’s used in the New Testament 120+ times, is almost 
every time, referring to the relationship between believers and God. After 
the term “disciple”, it is the 2nd most common term used for believers. 
 

Most of the time, Doulos was the term that believers, throughout the New 
Testament, used to describe themselves (Paul, James, Jude even Jesus). 
This was also the term often used by believers in the early church (+OT). 
 

When Michael Card wrote his book, “A Better Freedom – Finding Life as 
Slaves of Christ.” He says he received inspiration for the book when he 
began attending an African American Church and said he was… 
 



“…struck by how the congregation worshipped Jesus as Master.” 
 

That begs the question for us today. Can we see ourselves as owned? Can 
we accept that we are not our own? We were bought with a price and we 
are God’s possession? 
 

Yes, most of us are fine with saying we’ve accepted Jesus as our personal 
Savior. Buy how many of us are willing to say, “I’ve accepted Him as my 
master and I am His slave?”  
 

According to the Bible, whether you like this idea or not, everyone is a slave 
to someone or something!  
 

Romans 6:20-22 NIV, “When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the 
control of righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the 
things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! But now that 
you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the 
benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.”  
 

Who or what is your Master? 
 

Now look at this phrase in Romans 6:22, “You have been set free from sin.” 
So, thirdly I want you to see that… 
 

3. Masters Have the Ability to Free Slaves 
 

Now, even though the Bible consistently uses the language of slavery not 
servitude when describing our relationship with Christ (His own possession), 
Jesus is more than our Master, He is also our friend.  
 

He said in John 15:15 HCSB, “I do not call you slaves anymore, because a 
slave doesn’t know what his master is doing. I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything I have heard from My Father.” 
 

Jesus, who paid for us with His life, doesn’t want our relationship to simply 
look like slavery. He sees us as friends; as brothers & sisters in God’s family.  
 

He said in John 8:35-36 HSCB, “A slave is not a permanent member of the 
family, but a son is part of the family forever. So, if the Son sets you free, 
you are truly free.”  
 

As humans we grope in our weakness for language that is sufficient for 
complex Christian realities. We settle for words and images that help. But 



Paul knew that there were aspects of slavery that he would not want us to 
attribute to our relation to righteousness or to God, even though he says that 
we are "slaves” to righteousness and to God in Romans 6. 
 

Paul, like Jesus, puts greater detail to this truth in Galatians 4:1-7 HCSB, 
 

“Now I say that as long as the heir is a child, he differs in no way from a slave, 
though he is the owner of everything. Instead, he is under guardians and 
stewards until the time set by his father. In the same way we also, when we 
were children, were in slavery under the elemental forces of the world. When 
the time came to completion, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, to redeem those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba, Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if 
a son, then an heir through God.” 
 

In other words, we are heirs of eternal life just like Jesus. It comes to the 
person whose faith in Christ is real – who receives Christ not just as a 
Savior but as a Master; and what we get is a friend and a brother. 
 

So how should we respond to this great treasure we have been given? 
 

Freed Slaves are Happiest When They Serve Him. 
Indentured Slaves! I love this hidden gem in… 
 

Ephesians 1:13-14 NIV, “When you believed, you were marked 
[indentured to bond] in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a 
deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are 
God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.” 
 

A mark is what indentured servants had on their ear. Our identifying mark is 
the Holy Spirit living in us, changing us, empowering us, and giving us the will 
and the joy to serve Him and to do what is right – we’ve become slaves and 
sons and daughters of righteousness/holiness.  
 

So, serve the master who bought you. Don’t serve your former master. As in 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “You are not your own; you were bought at a price. 
Therefore honor God with your bodies.”  
 

Have you been redeemed from a life of slavery to sin? Have you been set 
free? If so, live free! If you’d like to accept what Jesus did to free you. Pray 
 


