
 

Video - War, Heroes, Remembering Heroes, the Mind (conscientious act). 
 

War is horrific, isn’t it. It robs us of our children. I, like you, look forward to the 
day when Christ will put an end to wars. Until then, they are sometimes a 
necessary evil. 
 

John Stuart Mill, born in 1806, was a renowned English philosopher, political 
economist, civil servant and Member of Parliament, said this… 
 

“War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest of things: the decayed and degraded 
state of moral and patriotic feeling which thinks that nothing is worth a war, is 
much worse. … A man who has nothing which he is willing to fight for, nothing 
which he cares more about than he does about his personal safety, is a 
miserable creature who has no chance of being free, unless made and kept 
so by the exertions of better men than himself. As long as justice and 
injustice have not terminated their ever-renewing fight for ascendancy in the 
affairs of mankind, human beings must be willing, when need is, to do battle 
for the one against the other.” 
 

Sometimes, war is thrust upon us. We didn’t want it, we didn’t start it but it 
has become a necessary evil! Self Defense. An effort to protect one’s self, 
one’s wife or husband, one’s children and neighbors against an aggressor 
doesn’t require lots of convincing when life is on the line. 
 

So as ugly as war is, we, you and I, must sometimes go to war to protect! 
 

Last week I talked about Christ’s purpose in coming to rescue the captive. 
 

Luke 4:18 NKJV, “He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim 
liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those 
who are oppressed.”  
 

When we come to faith in Jesus and follow Him as Savior and Master of our 
lives, we’re freed from the enemy who has held us captive and we’re 
automatically enlisted into a spiritual war that’s been going on for ages.  
 

Colossians 1:13 NIV, “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” 
 

Like any war, it’s a battle between 2 forces to possess a particular thing. In 
this verse, we see that the Hero of the Battle is Jesus and we are His 
objective; we’re the prize. 



This war is unlike any other war humankind has ever known. 
 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 NIV, “For though we live in the world, we do not wage 
war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of 
the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 
We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against 
the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it 
obedient to Christ.”  
 

Do you see the common thread in the war mentioned in this text? 
 

YOUR MIND – We’re engaged in A Battle for the Mind! That’s where the 
war is waged! It’s in our thoughts or thinking. It is in the mind that the enemy 
builds strongholds, arguments, and mental posturing to defy one’s knowledge 
of God.  
 

This war is being thrust upon us. We don’t want it, we didn’t start it, but it has 
to be fought. It’s an act of Self Defense. It’s a war that has to be waged! 
 

Our enemy has us in his sites. He is attacking our marriages, our families, our 
churches, and the most vulnerable among us - our children. 
 

And as ugly as war is, we must protect ourselves and the one’s we love!  
 

We do not use the same weapons the world uses but we are supposed to 
use weapons that demolish the efforts to change our minds about God and 
His will in our lives. We’re tool, take prisoners and make them obedient! 
 

We’re to be on the defense and offense when it comes to the attacks against 
our minds and the minds of our children….. 
 

Who is the enemy? From where do the strongholds, arguments, and 
pretensions come from? How do they set themselves up in our minds? 
 

Ephesians 6:10-12 NIV, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power (divine power). Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your 
stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of 
this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms.” 
 

The devil, the rulers, the authorities, the powers of this world, and spiritual 
forces of evil.  



It’s coming from the spiritual using the physical rulers and authorities and 
powers of this world. (World system – remember the kingdoms offered Jesus) 
 

Institutions that were created with the best of intentions, like public schools 
meant to instruct our children with regards to reading, writing, history, science 
and math are infusing their social reengineering strategies into the process. 
 

Look, I am fine with us all having adult conversations with each other over 
subjects we may disagree on (like sexual identity and critical race theory), but 
please, leave our children out of the mix. Let each of us as parents and 
families deal with these subjects at home.  
 

Hey, if you want to teach what you believe to your kids and it is totally opposite 
to what I am teaching, you have that right. BUT when I design a public 
curriculum to sway your children to believe what I believe or you do develop 
a public curriculum to sway my children to believe what you believe, we have 
a problem. I mean, why wouldn’t you expect opposition. 
 

It is just SILLY TO EXPECT differently. Can we just stick to the facts?  
 

Problem is, the public system has an agenda that goes beyond the facts.  
 

So, if you’re a Christian and hold to Christian values, the Bible instructs you 
and I to expect the attacks from the secular world; and we have to demolish 
those attacks with the power of Christ and safeguard our knowledge of God. 
Sorry to say, this war isn’t going away; it will get worse before it gets better. 
 

This government too, is a ruler and authority within the kingdoms of this world, 
and we all know who has influential authority over them. 
 

This kingdom doesn’t want Biblical truths passed on to the next generation 
because it interferes with a godless embrace of hedonism – do whatever 
makes you happy – there is no moral wrong if it makes you feel good and 
anyone who disagrees with that is hateful and a threat; a domestic terrorist. 
 

What better way to accomplish this kingdoms goals than through penetrating 
the minds of our innocent children with false concepts of self and sin. 
 

Even true critical thinking and logic have become suspect in this kingdom 
where the goal is social engineering (Getting the public to simply do what they 
are told and think what they are told to think).  
 



That is how the devil has worked since the beginning. He uses the powers 
and the authorities and the rulers in THIS dark world against us. 
 

What then should Christians do to hold back the war directed against us and 
our children? Hiding our heads in the sand certainly has not worked.  
 

1. FIRST, make yourself aware of your surrounding circumstances.  
 

Do not be a mere spectator in your child’s life. 
 

1 Peter 5:8-9 NLT, “Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He 
prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. Stand firm 
against him, and be strong in your faith.”  
 

STAY ALERT! BE ON THE LOOK OUT! HE IS LOOKING FOR SOMEONE 
TO DEVOUR. THEY GO FOR THE VULNERABLE THAT IS SEPERATED 
FROM THE COMMUNITY. 
 

Our kids need to feel loved and accepted and valued and there is an enemy 
using those unmet needs to twist their minds. We have to be the ones meeting 
those needs and creating the environment that reinforces what we say. Our 
kids are vulnerable simply because of their age and we magnify that 
vulnerability when we let the family drift apart from each other!  
 

So keep watch, watch your kids and make sure they are not drifting away. 
Watch for the enemy too! He is looking for an opportunity. Know where he is 
at and keep a safe distance between him and yourself and your children! 
 

Christians awaken from your slumber and realize that we are in a battle with 
forces beyond our comprehension.  
 

Be alert of what’s going on around you in your community and schools, and 
look for opportunities to be an influence in these areas, 
 

Get connected with other parents who are engaged in what is going on in 
their children’s classrooms and work together to graciously, but firmly, require 
the public to pay attention to areas of concern.  
 

Public School boards need to publicly accountability. And if there are seats 
available on those school boards, fill them Christians. 
 

These times are too challenging for us to sit idly by on the sidelines any 
longer. Simply put, be committed to be focused on our children’s 



environments and stay involved. Be in the know of what is going on in the 
places where your kids spend lots of time.  
 

2. SECOND, adjust your family’s schedule to make the spiritual 
development a priority.  

 

BE PROACTIVE! Be light in darkness. Invest truth and time in them at home!  
 

When you eat together, play together, work together (do those things 
together) – talk with each other. Share with them the love and hope you 
have because of your faith in God. We all need this in our lives too. Think 
about it. If the school is pouring information into your child 30 hours a week 
plus homework time, how much time are you doing the same? 
 

And if you are attempting to do that with your kids, make it fun, not tedious. 
You can bet trained teachers are doing this. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 NLT, “Listen, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord 
alone. And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, 
and all your strength. And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to 
these commands that I am giving you today. Repeat them again and again to 
your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on 
the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. Tie them 
to your hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. Write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”  
 

So shut off your television and get focused on your kids. See where they 
are at. Keep them close. Invest in them – again and again. Time and 
Repetition.  
 

Family activities, dating your kids, family vacations, camping, seeing God’s 
beautiful creation, just spending time together. Warm memories bind us 
together. 
 

One of the most important things you can do for your children is to give them 
your time and to enjoy being with them.  
 

Kids aren’t dumb--they sense when you feel like they’re a bother. They also 
sense when you genuinely like them and enjoy their company. Gestures and 
attitudes communicate a lot to them: a warm smile, eye contact, a gentle 
nudge or hug, a shared laugh, undivided attention. 
 



These all communicate, “You are important to me.”  
 

So many parents destroy their relationships with their kids by being 
perpetually angry and using sarcastic remarks, or name-calling, or put-
downs. Those communicate: “You’re an idiot!”  
 

Then, when the kids rebel as teenagers, the parents shrug their shoulders 
and say weakly, “It’s just a normal phase they have to go through!” 
 

The Bible commands us not to use such unpleasant communication, and 
instead use words that build up others. It tells us, 
 

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit 
those who listen…Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and 
slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one 
another.” Ephesians 4:29-32 NIV 
 

The Bible clearly instructs us to make spiritual instruction a priority, as we saw 
in the Deuteronomy passage. And we should be using whatever is at our 
disposal to reinforce that spiritual instruction. 
 

Look, CHURCH IS GOOD. It shouldn’t be optional. School isn’t optional. It 
consumes 30 hours a week of classroom time, 5-10 hours a week of 
homework time = 40 hours. And then there are sports and other 
extracurricular activities that can distract us from building the spiritual and 
moral foundation our kids need that has to last beyond the school years. 
 

So, getting your kids involved at church for a couple hours on Sunday and a 
couple hours for youth group – 4-5 hours is only a 10th of the time they spend 
under secular instruction. What do you think is going to win out without family 
instruction in the mix? 
 

Think about it, it profits neither them nor us anything if they gain the whole 
world, yet lose their souls.  
 

Focus on taking personal, spiritual responsibility for things within your reach; 
it is something all of us must do.  
 

3. THIRD AND FINALLY, build trust in your children that lets them know 
they can talk about anything with you & ask the hard questions. 

 



They need desperately to know how to navigate themselves in a world that 
mocks them for what’s taught at home in an attempt to reprogram them.  
 

These times are too challenging for us to sit idly by on the sidelines any 
longer. Simply put, be committed to be focused on our children’s 
environments, be proactive in modeling to our children a godly, loving, 
gracious, and engaged involvement in their lives in and outside the home. 
 

In Mark 10:13-16 NIV it says, “People were bringing little children to Jesus 
for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. When 
Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come 
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 
little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his 
hands on them and blessed them.” 
 

I can’t help but notice two things here: how important it was for these people 
to bring their children to Jesus, and how comfortable children were around 
Jesus. 
 

These two thoughts beg the questions… How important is it for us to bring 
our children to Jesus and how comfortable are our kids to approach us as we 
bring them to the knowledge of God through Jesus? 
 

Do our children trust us? I think our children are yearning for someone to take 
them in their arms and bless them. 
 

Jesus said in Matthew 11:28–30 NIV, “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 

Is there a Scripture more comforting than this? Who is weary and heavy-
laden? Isn’t that you? Isn’t that our children we want to reach? Who doesn’t 
long for someone stronger and wiser to lift the burden away?  
 

This is a picture of the Christian life. If children are still trying to carry the 
weight all alone, they’re not living the life Christ wants them to experience. 
 

Build trust. Express a welcome response without judgment and criticism. 
This will open the way for communicating and tackling the difficult questions.  
 



Influence is imparted over time together, as you genuinely enjoy their 
company. 
 

Look, we are in a war, but if we can foster trust in our children for us and trust 
in the Lord, it will make their lives so mch less difficult and peaceful. 
 

Isaiah 26:3 says, “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is 
steadfast, because he trusts in you.” 
 

A Christian soldier must not allow the ordinary everyday affairs of this life to 
become the main object of their existence.  
 

And finally, Romans 8:37 says, “In all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.” 
 

Invitation. Prayer. 


