
 
Last week we began our 6-week series entitled…Upside down Kingdom. 
 

This is a series where we unpack the counter-intuitive paradoxical teaching 
of Jesus. Last week we looked at “A Wonderful Tragedy” as we unpacked 
the concept of “Die to Live.” And certainly, baptism is a symbol of that. Death, 
burial and resurrection, to walk in newness of life.  
 

This week we are tackling the concept of poverty being the key to great 
wealth. I have entitled this sermon… 
 

A Glamorous Beggar 
 

In one of His very first sermons that He delivered to a large crowd on a 
mountainside, (Sermon on the Mount), His opening words were, 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 5:3 NIV 

 

It was a lesson He had already set in motion in His own life. 
 

2 Corinthians 8:9 NIV says, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that 
you through his poverty might become rich.” 
 

Poor verses rich. What does it mean in God’s economy to be rich or poor? 
 

Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg, Warren Buffett, and Jeff Bezos are all 
billionaires. They can buy anything they want in this world. That said, their 
money can’t buy them a way into God’s Kingdom. And, no amount of their 
good needs or favors given can be used to leverage a way in either.  
 

Remember this verse from last week? 
 

1 Peter 1:18-19 NIV says, “You were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your 
fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot.” 
 

In God’s economy, one’s poverty and wealth aren’t measured by what 
is or is not in one’s bank account. 

 



The book of Proverbs addresses a lot of practical issues when it comes to 
living life; marriage, family, work, government, business, and life are among 
the topics it addresses.  
 

Yet, of all the topics addressed in Proverbs, apart from wisdom, there are 
more verses about wealth and poverty than about any other topic.  
 

We learn in Proverbs that wealth can sometimes be a God given blessing.  
 

Proverbs 10:22 NIV says, “The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, without 
painful toil for it.” 

 

Certainly, many of us have been blessed with varying degrees of wealth and 
we recognize that is a blessing give to us by the grace of God. 
 

But Proverbs also notes that wealth can be a curse of sorts.  
 

In Proverbs 30:8–9 NIV the author prays, 
“Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but 
give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown 
you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so 
dishonor the name of my God.”  
 

The author here, feared that material abundance, or material lack, might 
cause him to neglect his faith and trust in God.  
 

And as you can see in this verse, poverty, obviously, can be a horrible curse 
causing all kinds of further issues. 
 

Surprisingly enough, though, the Bible explains that poverty can 
sometimes be a blessing—or, at least, a pathway to trusting God.  
 

James 2:5-6 NIV says, “Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God 
chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to 
inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? But you have 
dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you?” 
 

So, poverty, like wealth, can be either a blessing or a curse.  
 

God doesn’t show favor to a particular material status! There are rich and 
poor and everything in between in His kingdom. Proverbs 22:2 NIV says, 
 

“Rich and the poor have this in common, The Lord is the Maker of them all.” 
 



Over the years, there has been a lot of misunderstanding and wrong teaching 
about these two subjects in Christianity. 
 

Some Christians have assumed that a loving God will make those who follow 
Him monetarily rich (the prosperity gospel), and therefore, a continued state 
of poverty is always the result of sin (like Job’s friends).  
 

Then there are other Christians that have assumed that wealth is inherently 
evil (it is always a path to materialism and that is wrong – tell Solomon 
that), and with that view in mind, they equate poverty with holiness (became 
a practice monasticism).  
 

But if God is the source of all our blessings, it would seem then that we have 
to blame Him for enabling people to be materialistic or sinful. NO! 
 

Having money or not having money isn’t a proper measuring stick for 
spirituality. 
 

You see, God is not as concerned with how much or how little we 
possess but how much our wealth or poverty possesses us.  
 

When either of these two economic classes possess us, it goes to our heads 
and we can do some pretty stupid stuff. 
 

In my research this week, I came across some of the craziest, most baffling 
stories you’ve ever heard about the eccentricities of the rich and famous. 
 

This one guy wrote, "My former boss, who was insanely wealthy, used to 
stay in presidential suites and would have any and all red items removed." 
"He was a high roller at several casinos, and they made special chips just 
for him as a substitute for red chips. He hated the color red because when 
you’re losing money, you’re 'in the red.'” 
 

This other wrote, “I dated this girl, and she loved KFC. She ended up 
getting her dad to buy the franchise off the one across the road, and 
relocate it to the same side of the road as her apartment was on so she 
didn't have to cross the road.”  

 

And then there’s this thing among the rich and famous called plastic surgery. 
They seem to think it makes them look younger while pretending they aren’t 
getting older. But what they end up looking like is exactly what it’s billed as, 
plastic surgery; plastic like facial features that seem to have melted together! 
 



And don’t even get me started on booty or breast enhancements. When 
combined it’s a recipe for disaster in a check-out line. Sorry! I really do feel 
so very sorry for these people. So much insecurity has been piled on them!  
 

A moment of poverty prior to the operation would have been such a welcome 
blessing to them. 
 

Many insanely rich people act like money is a magical Band-Aid: just slap it 
on any problem and it magically disappears, when often the real problem is 
in here - within. 
 

But let’s be fair here, the poor can do some really stupid stuff too. 
 

If you’re poor or have been financially strapped, or maybe you grew up in 
poverty, you’ll nod your head when I talk about these illogical habits that keep 
poor people in poverty. 
 

They’re struggling to pay the light bill, the heating bill, the phone bill, the food 
bill, and to have decent clothes on their backs and what do they do? They 
buy stuff they don’t need. 
 

Being poor is embarrassing and no one likes being poor. So…. 
 

We buy stuff we don’t need and can’t afford for the sake of appearance. 
 

Walking down the street, I see this gorgeous living room set in a window. 
Leatherette, oh and it’s orange, my favorite color. And it’s on sale! 
 

Do I need it? No. Absolutely not. Do I find myself mentally figuring out if I 
have enough money in all my accounts to buy it? Yes, I do. 
 

Half an hour later, I arrive home in my friend’s truck with all this beautiful 
orange leather looking plastic furniture. 
 

Why? Why did I buy it? Is it to impress my family when we sit down around 
the 30” TV together? Oh, wait — My kids don’t live with me anymore. Did I 
buy it to impress Laurie! Yeah! Or is it for entertaining? For those guests 
that come over a couple times a year. I just wanted it and buying it made 
me happy. For a short time anyway. 
 

You see, when you’re rich or poor, you take every opportunity to find 
happiness, even when it’s short-lived. It can be completely emotion based 
and illogical. WE ALL KNOW this. 
 



But rich or poor, our egos and insecurities don’t know that. We just know that 
we don’t want to look like or feel like losers. And if we have that one thing.  
 

Having money doesn’t make the rich bad (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Job, David 
and Solomon – all rich); nor does being poor make you more virtuous or 
favored in God’s eyes. Sometimes drunkenness, gluttony, laziness or crime 
are the cause of poverty. 
 

Money or the lack thereof, just reveals what’s inside of us and magnifies 
our character, source of contentment and what we put our trust in.  
 

So, when Jesus says, “blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom 
of Heaven,” He isn’t saying that rich people are excluded from the kingdom 
of heaven; ABSOLUTELY NOT! 
 

God isn’t a respecter of persons. He doesn’t show favor to people on the 
basis of economic class or anything else physically speaking. 
 

So, Jesus’ commendation of those who are “poor in spirit” has nothing to 
do with the amount of money or wealth they have or do not have. It’s a about 
a mindset, a way of thinking, a set of expectations. 
 

That was the problem that Jesus was dealing with when the very rich man 
came to Him. He had everything he wanted and needed to be secure in this 
life and he so he naturally thought, what can I do to secure eternal life? 
 

Mark 10:17-23 NIV, “As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and 
fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is 
good—except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 
murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give 
false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 
“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” Jesus looked 
at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then 
come, follow me.” At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he 
had great wealth.” Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard 
it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”  
 

The first thing we see here is that this man hasn’t let his wealth entirely 
displace his desire for God. He asks, “What must I do to get eternal life?”  
 



In answer, Jesus summarizes the Ten Commandments. “I’ve kept all these 
since my youth,” he says. Jesus doesn’t argue with him over that point. Yet, 
Jesus sees the bad influence that wealth is causing in this man’s heart.  
 

So, he offers him a way to end that influence. “Go, sell everything you have 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.”  
 

Would you give all this up for a relationship with God? Maybe on my 
deathbed, but right now? Can we wait a bit? 
 

The point is, Jesus was trying to reveal to this man who thought he was pretty 
good and deserving of God’s favor, that there was a real problem deep down 
that was getting in the way. His love of wealth and trust in it, exceeded his 
love for and trust in God.  
 

“At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.”  
 

Jesus said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” 
 

The punch line comes when the disciples speak of all they’ve given up and 
Jesus promises them the riches of belonging to the kingdom of God.  
 

Mark 10:29-30 NIV, “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left 
home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and 
the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age: 
homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with 
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life.”  
 

This is what the rich ruler is tragically missing out on. He can see only what 
he will lose, not what he will gain. 
 

Jesus warns in Revelation 3:17-18 NIV,  
 

“You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But 
you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I 
counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; 
and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and 
salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.” 
 

Jesus wants people to recognize that their lives are not defined by what they 
have, but by what God offers them. He says, we must see our spiritual 
poverty, our impurity and our blindness to receive the riches God has for us. 



 

And that isn’t the only warning in scripture. The poor are warned not to 
desire riches or place their dependence in the dream of having them. 
 

1 Timothy 6:9-10, says, “But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, 
into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into 
ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is 
through this craving that some have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pangs.”  
 

Even Christians can misplace their trust in God and it doesn’t end well folks. 
 

Has wealth or poverty caused you to shuffle God to the back of the line? 
 

“For where your treasure is (what you treasure – invest in), there your heart 
will be also (your mind, hopes, desire).” Luke 12:34 NIV  
 

1 Timothy 6.17-19 NLT, “Teach those who are rich in this world not to be 
proud and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust 
should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. Tell them 
to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and 
generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others. By doing 
this they will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the future 
so that they may experience true life.”  
 

Jesus’ commendation of those who are poor in spirit, is all about a mindset 
that leads to living a better life here, and it’s the key that grants us access 
into His eternal kingdom. What is it that you’re trusting in? Is it God?  
 

To be poor in spirit is to acknowledge honestly and with understanding our 
spiritual poverty— our wretchedness - sinfulness, our sorrowful poor spiritual 
state, our spiritual blindness and nakedness – that we have nothing to offer 
that is sufficient. Our dependency must be on what Jesus has done for us. 
 

2 Corinthians 8:9 NLT, “You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by 
his poverty he could make you rich.”  
 

It’s upon a profession of faith in Jesus, in what He did for you and an 
acknowledgement of your spiritual poverty with repentance, that God applies 
what Jesus’ did to your account; it pays for all your sins and grants you access 
into His kingdom. If you want that today, pray in your heart with me. 


