
  
Cities of Refuge: Golan 

 

• Kedesh – “Holy or consecrated place” High Priest Holy/Sinless 
• Shechem – “strong shoulder” – He bears us up - our burdens 
• Hebron – “friendship/fellowship” – He restores our friendship with God 
• Bezer –  “fortress or strong hiding place” _ He protects us 
• Ramoth – He is our “exalted or High place.” 
• Golan – “circle or enclosure for captives, and rejoicing (complete)” 

 

Map Refuge cities.  Map Golan and Golan Heights 
 

Golan Heights, also called Golan Plateau, hilly area overlooking the upper 
Jordan River valley on the west. The area was part of extreme southwestern 
Syria until 1967. The entire area’s name comes from the biblical city of refuge 
called Golan that God commanded Israel to designate as one of 6 cities of 
refuge (Joshua 20:8). 
 

Any bible student willing to do a little study will easily find that this whole Golan 
Heights area has been a part of Israel historically, Biblically and legally. 
 

So, when President Trump gave US recognition to Israel’s sovereignty over 
the Golan Heights in April 2019, along with a recognition of Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel, Trump was simply acknowledging a clear Biblical reality. 
 

America’s decision was unprecedented, breaking from decades of misguided 
policies held by the international community that have only served to 
compound the threats to Israel and disrespect Israel’s interests and security. 
 

Many in the world view this stretch of land at the north-east corner of Israel 
as just a hotly contested piece of disputed territory, with Israel commonly 
condemned as illegal occupier by the media, Western governments and 
the UN. But the Golan Heights are of great importance to Israel, both for its 
defensive advantages against hostile neighbors who have vowed to wipe 
Israel off the map and because it is rightfully hers to possess. 
 

Archaeology affirms an undisputable Jewish presence in the area going back 
thousands of years. From ancient synagogues to Jewish towns, this elevated 
land with its hills, mountains and plateau was part of the ancestral home of 
the Jewish people. It was promised by God as an everlasting possession for 
the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel). 
 



This place, “Golan”, is mentioned in the Bible as the sixth “refuge city” located 
in the region of Bashan. This region was located in land settled by half the 
tribe of Manasseh east of the Jordan River, the other half was on the west. 
 

The Sea of Galilee, in between these two areas, is a place of great peace and 
beauty, but it’s also subject to dangerous and fast-moving storms. When that 
happens, the surrounding hills echo with the sound of thunder. 
 

But it’s not just the roll of thunder that’s been heard in these hills for centuries.  
 

The noise of warfare and battle, has been here too.  
 

Throughout the Old Testament, the Golan was the focus of a power struggle 
between Israel and the Aramaeans, the Turks, the Byzantines (Greek), and 
the Romans. 
 

And of course, during the time of Jesus when Israel was under Roman 
occupation, we clearly see that a Jewish presence in the area of Golan. They 
claimed that as their home for hundreds of years after Jesus, until Muslim 
Arab armies conquered the region in 636 AD, severing the more than 1,600 
years of continuous Jewish residence. 
 

In June 1948 the Golan Heights were used by Syrian forces who invaded 
Israel when Arab states launched an attack in objection to the creation of the 
State of Israel. 
 

The territory was used again against Israel until Israel took the territory back 
in defense after being attacked in the Six Day War of 1967. 
 

Today, the Golan Heights provides Israel with crucial military advantages to 
defend itself from any future attack. 
 

Ironically, just looking across the lake from the Golan Heights on the north-
western side of the sea, are the uplands above Capernaum, is the traditional 
site of one of the world’s best-known speeches.  
 

Somewhere in this area, out in the open, surrounded by His disciples, Jesus 
delivered what has come to be universally known as the Sermon on the 
Mount, recognized as the single most important discourse on Christian living. 
 

It contains an appeal to reconciliation in this longtime arena of war: “Blessed 
are the peacemakers,” said Jesus of Nazareth. 
 



It’s certainly one of the most powerful pieces of moral teaching ever given 
and remains to this day authoritative and unrivaled in its implications for 
everyday human behavior.  
 

Jesus and his disciples often sailed across the Sea Galilee, to the shores at 
the base of the Golan Heights. Here Jesus taught and demonstrated His 
Messiahship in powerful ways. 
 

He calmed a great storm while crossing to this place, and then cast a legion 
of demons out of a man into a herd of pigs that ran off the cliffs into the see. 
He also fed 5,000 people with 5 loaves of bread here. 
 

The Golan Heights is home to Mount Hermon which marks the northern 
border of the Promised Land as mentioned in Deuteronomy, Joshua, 1 
Chronicles, and the Psalms. It is Israel's highest mountain at over 9,000 feet. 
Its three distinct peaks are visible from the Sea of Galilee some 60 miles 
away. Because of its height, it is also considered to be the holiest mountain 
in Israel.  
 

Mount Hermon is also where the Jordan River begins. The headwaters flow 
from Mount Hermon down to the Sea of Galilee, bringing life and lushness to 
northern Israel. 
 

Banias (or Panias) is the modern name for an ancient spring dedicated to 
the god Pan. The water that bubbles up from the rock at the foot of Mount 
Hermon grows to become one of the largest tributaries of the Jordan River.  
 

The city that was built up around these ancient springs became known as 
Caesarea Philippi, which Herod the Great’s son Philip, made his seat of 
government. Here, Jesus asked his closest companions the question: "Who 
do you say that I am?" 
 

Peter replied, “You are Christ the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.” We 
will look at that encounter next week when we come to our conclusion of this 
series entitled, “Cities of Refuge.” 
 

This mountain may also be where Jesus's transfiguration occurred when 
Peter, James, and John got to witness Jesus in all His heavenly glory. 
 

With the importance of this region clearly established, let’s move to the 
significance of this 6th City of Refuge. 
 



There are two possible meanings connected to the name Golan, “circle or 
enclosure which signifies “captivity" and another meaning that almost 
seems counter to that idea, "joy or rejoicing" as a circle also signifies 
completeness. 
 

With this double meaning in mind, the literal translation for this name would 
mean, GOLAN: FROM CAPTIVITY to REJOICING. 
 

You will remember that in week 1 of our series before we looked at each of 
the cities of refuge, I began with an introduction that explained the origin of 
these 6 Levitical cities. They were cities (48: 42+6) given by the 11 tribes who 
were allotted portions of land in the Promised land, to the priestly tribe of Levi 
who was not allotted land.  
 

We talked about the location, (3 east - 3 west all within one day’s journey).  
 

We talked about why they were established, (to insure a fair trial for 
manslaughter versus murder).  
 

And then we talked about how a city of refuge protected those acquitted of 
murder. And that is where I want to return today as we look at this last city 
of refuge, Golan! 
 

We read this portion of scripture in Numbers 35:22-28 NIV, “But if without 
enmity someone suddenly pushes another or throws something at them 
unintentionally or, without seeing them, drops on them a stone heavy enough 
to kill them, and they die, then since that other person was not an enemy and 
no harm was intended, the assembly must judge between the accused and 
the avenger of blood according to these regulations (closest relative to the 
victim). The assembly must protect the one accused of murder from the 
avenger of blood and send the accused back to the city of refuge to which 
they fled. The accused must stay there until the death of the high priest, 
who was anointed with the holy oil. But if the accused ever goes outside the 
limits of the city of refuge to which they fled and the avenger of blood finds 
them outside the city, the avenger of blood may kill the accused without being 
guilty of murder. The accused must stay in the city of refuge until the 
death of the high priest; only after the death of the high priest may they 
return to their own property.” 
  

It was this amazing piece of information that is at the heart of the meaning of 
the 6th city of refuge, Golan. 
 



 
 • Kedesh – “Holy or consecrated place” High Priest Holy/Sinless 
• Shechem – “strong shoulder” – He bears us up - our burdens 
• Hebron – “friendship/fellowship” – He restores our friendship with God 
• Bezer –  “fortress or strong hiding place” _ He protects us 
• Ramoth – He is our “exalted or High place.” 
• Golan – “circle or enclosure for captives, and rejoicing (complete)” 

 

Though acquitted of the crime of murder, declared innocent and freed from 
punishment, the person who caused unintentional murder was still a captive 
in the city of refuge.  
 

But upon the death of the High Priest who was made Holy by anointing of 
Holy Oil (symbol of the Holy Spirit), who bore the sins of the people on his 
shoulder and in his heart before God, through whom enemies were made 
friends of God and fellowship was restored, who provided a city or fortress 
for protection, whose founder is high above all human thoughts and 
strength. It was upon the death of that High Priest that those held captive 
within the protection of that city were free now to return to their former 
homes where their families were and where they owned property promised to 
them by God. The circle of redemption was complete and joy to the fullest 
degree was realized. 
 

Wonderful!  
 

But the problem, then, is: Why were the homicides who were detained in the 
cities of refuge released upon the death of the high priest? 
 

In Hebrew, the next of kin to a victim was called a go'el, the active participle 
of ga'al meaning “to deliver,” “to redeem,” “to buyback.”  
 

The closest next of kin or go'el was tasked with the “special duty of restoring 
their family’s violated integrity.” If land or property had been separated from 
the family, they had to redeem it (kinsman redeemer Boaz). If a member of 
the family had fallen into slavery, they had to redeem them. And if the blood 
of a family member had been taken away by murder, they were tasked with 
redeeming them."  
 

In this last capacity, they were known as go'el haddam, "the redeemer of 
blood." Some English versions translate this duty as “the avenger of blood,” 
but the actual mission of the go'el haddam under Old Testament law was 



not vengeance but equity. He was not an avenger, but a restorer, a 
redeemer, a balancer. 
 

This is how wrongdoing was set right in Jewish culture in the Old Testament 
– and in many cultures in that day, for that matter. 
 

But where was the unintentional killer to flee? The cities of refuge were 
instigated for this express purpose. 
 

The manslayer who had fled to a sanctuary city would first of all, state his 
cause before the elders, no doubt at the gate.  
 

As quickly as possible, a trial would commence. The manslayer could only be 
convicted of murder by the evidence of at least two witnesses.  
 

The intentions of the manslayer had next to be determined. If the manslayer 
was declared a murderer, the elders of his city were to have him turned over 
to the redeemer of blood.  
 

If the manslayer was declared innocent, he was to remain within the confines 
of that city of refuge until the death of the high priest.  
 

If he decided to leave the city of refuge before that time, the redeemer of 
blood could take hold of him and slay him outside the borders of the city, and 
"he would not be guilty of murder."  
 

However, after the death of the high priest he could return “to the land of 
his possession," that is, his hereditary possession without the redeemer of 
blood being allowed to pursue him any longer. 
 

Why? Because by the death of the High Priest, through whom the accused 
was acquitted forgiven and offered refuge, a blood for blood transaction was 
considered complete. The next of kin’s duty as blood redeemer or equalizer 
who brought balance (blood for blood), had been satisfied. 
 

The High Priest by His death became the redeemer of Blood! Blood for blood! 
 

When the news of the death of the High Priest—this great Head of the Jewish 
nation, reached these priestly refuge towns, many of their citizens would be 
heard mourning the loss of God's faithful servant. But the news was very 
different to the captive Hebrews. It brought them great joy!  
 



For that event enabled them to go free after years of painful separation from 
all they loved on this earth. They could return, happy and secure—to the 
comforts of their long-lost homes. 
 

Can you picture the Hebrew captive leaving the city, moving outside those 
walls in which he/she was enclosed? It was a joyful day when they were 
acquitted but that joy was made complete the day they were freed to go home. 
 

Can you picture him, there’s a joy filled bounce to his feet, bubbling up out of 
his heart and echoing out through the valley in songs of joyful praise as he 
hurries back to his family home! 
 

Dear Christian, it is the death of our great High Priest, who has purchased 
release for us from spiritual captivity. The Law of God no longer hold us 
captive. Justice no longer threatens us.  
 

We can move forward from our past with the glorious liberty of a child of God, 
saying, "Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is the One who died!" 
He is our kinsman redeemer, our blood redeemer, our great equalizer who 
has brought balance – blood for blood. 
 

The sacred writer, in giving the list of these six cities, seems to have kept this 
city as the last one because it is a joyful word, and speaks of the happy joy of 
all those who sincerely love the Lord Jesus.  
 

Believe me, there is no truer or complete joy—but through Him.  
 

That was Christ’s objective when He came to earth—to give you this joy. " I 
have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. " (John 15:11)  
 

Jesus is the GOLAN of His people; through Him they have complete joy!"  
 

And God has done everything for you — to make Jesus, the Gospel 
Refuge, accessible. Your parents and ministers—your Bibles and churches 
and good Christian books and music—are all, just like these refuge signs, 
pointing away from the cross-roads of human reason, and human error, and 
self-righteousness, to the Lord Jesus Christ, and saying, “Flee! flee! Flee for 
refuge to lay hold on the hope set before you!" 
 

Jesus is the true Gospel Refuge. In Him "You can experience complete joy."  



There is pardon, peace, justification, adoption, sanctification, strength for the 
hour of weakness, grace for the hour of temptation, and the good hope of 
everlasting life for the hour of death.  
 

We all have to travel a long and weary journey before we reach our true home 
in heaven—Jesus gives us His arm to lean upon. We will have many fiery 
trials—Jesus tells us, so “Do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal, …as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you 
participate in the sufferings of Christ." (1 Peter 4:12, 13)  
 

We have to walk through the dark Valley of death—but Jesus meets us there, 
and supports us through it. We see "the King in His beauty," and the land that 
is yet "afar off;" and, believing, we “rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible 
joy." (1 Peter 1:8) Hard words! But understandable by remembering… 
 

Jesus meets us there, and what will be His words of welcome? "Enter into the 
JOY of your Lord!" (Matthew 25:21)  
 

And when, as ransomed ones, we enter the bliss of eternal glory, we will 
shout, "In Your presence, O Savior God, is fullness of JOY!" 
 

There are many other refuges people try to take shelter in. They think they 
will be as safe in them—but these will never stand under pressure. 
 

I’ve seen some make their own goodness their refuge-city. They think they 
aren’t as bad as others. They trust in the crumbling fortress of their own 
righteousness! 
 

I’ve seen some making God's love their refuge-city. They say to themselves, 
"God is love. He won’t deal harshly with sinners. Justice, doesn’t always have 
to be served.  The love of God will surely get the better of his justice." 
 

There are many refuges which appear to be safe enough.  
 

There were many other towns in Canaan of old, which appeared to be as 
good and as safe as the 6 cities we have learned about. But no city could 
afford shelter to the manslayer, except one of these which God appointed. 
 

What would have happened if a fugitive, fleeing from an avenger, had said to 
himself, "What is the use of my going so far away as to Hebron or Golan? I 
would rather flee to a nearer place. I will go to Jericho, or to Bethlehem, or 
better still, I’ll go to Jerusalem, the capital of the nation, where the temple of 



Zion is, and the palace of the King. Surely, I shall be far safer there—than in 
one of these little cities of the Levites.”  
 

If he had done so, he would undoubtedly have perished.  
 

Neither King nor Priest, nor Golden gate nor Beautiful gate, could have saved 
him from the avenger's sword.  
 

The refuge-towns appointed were the cities of God's selection, and God's 
ordering—and that was enough. In them, and in them alone—was the 
manslayer safe from the avenger of blood. 
 

They all pointed to a future refuge, a future High Priest, a blood redeemer, 
our Gospel Refuge - Jesus.  
 

"Neither is there salvation in any other!" Rejecting Jesus, we are lost forever. 
All other refuges, however good or great or strong as they may appear to 
be—will prove only to be crumbling fortresses, that will fall! 
 

Hebrews 6:18-20 NLT, “Therefore, we who have fled to him for refuge can 
have great confidence as we hold to the hope that lies before us. We have 
this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner 
sanctuary behind the curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on 
our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of 
Melchizedek."  
 

Hebrews 10:19-22 NLT, “And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly 
enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. By his death, 
Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most 
Holy Place. And since we have a great High Priest who rules over God’s 
house, let us go right into the presence of God with sincere hearts fully 
trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s 
blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure water.” 
 

Jesus is our refuge, our holy High Priest who bore our sins before the 
Father, paid the ultimate price to bring us forgiveness and restore our 
friendship with the creator. He is our strong fortress who having lowered 
Himself into the form of a servant and suffered death on a cross, has been 
exalted high above all the powers of this world that would destroy us, 
through His death, we have been freed from captivity, we can live life without 
fear of punishment or condemnation and we rejoice, for we have the promise 
of returning to the land God has promised us in Heaven. Do You Know Him? 


