
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Today we’re finishing up the Lord’s Prayer sermon series by looking at the 
final words recorded in Matthew 6:13; referred to as… 

THE DOXOLOGY 
 

You ready? 
Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors. 

And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one. 

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
Matthew 6:13 NKJV - New King James Version of the Bible 

 

Now, if we had read this out of the NIV, NLT, RSV, ASV, NASB or the Douay-
Rheims Catholic Bible, the prayer would have ended after evil one. 
 

Even Luke’s version in chapter 11:2-4 shortens it even more by wrapping up 
at “temptation.” 
 

Only the KJV, NKJV, Tyndale, Webster, Jubilee, or Youngs Literal translation 
includes this last portion. 
 

Why are there two different endings to the Lord’s Prayer? When recited in a 
Catholic church, the prayer ends with “deliver us from evil.” When recited 
in most Protestant churches it continues with “For thine is the kingdom ...” 
etc. Was there some kind of New Testament typo? 
 

It is largely a matter of which recovered Greek manuscripts a translator 
chooses to use for their translation work. The oldest Greek manuscripts we 
have, which are few in number are, are the Sinaiticus and Vaticanus. These 
lack any doxology, as do citations by other early Christian writers like 
Tertullian (155), Origen (184), Cyprian (200), and Gregory of Nyssa (335).  
On the other hand, there is another primary source written around 90A.D., 
referred to as the Didache, or “Teachings of the twelve disciples,” that does 



include it. It is a manual of morals, worship and doctrine used very much in 
the early church. 
 

So, this whole difference of opinion is a matter of debate that I will leave to 
biblical scholars. Granted, most biblical scholars will say that it is not original 
to the text of Matthew. But this is just an educated guess on their part. 
 

What is certain is that this last line has had a “very long history” of being used 
all through the early church. 
 

And if you do a study on prayers in the Bible, you will find that most prayers 
include a little hymn like “doxology” like this one. 
 

Matter of fact, it is likely that this prayer model is borrowing words penned in 
King David’s prayer in I Chronicles 29:10-13, which says,  

“Praise be to you, Lord, 
the God of our father Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting. 
Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power 

and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 
for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; 
you are exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honor come from you; 
you are the ruler of all things. 

In your hands are strength and power 
to exalt and give strength to all. 

Now, our God, we give you thanks, 
and praise your glorious name... (more to v19)” 

 

So, it’s altogether fitting that this prayer should end as it started; exalting God 
for who He is, Our Mighty Heavenly Father and King of kingdom come, to 
whom all Glory and praise belong! 
 

It completes the prayer in a way that is consistent with the content of this 
prayer and it is also consistent with Hebrew literature in general. One of the 
most common forms of writing in Jewish tradition is called an Inclusio or 
enclosure. It’s the intentional repetition of clearly recognizable elements at 
the beginning and end of a composition or one of its parts.  
 



This prayer starts and ends with a kingdom theme. Remember too, that 
Jesus gave this prayer in Matthew 6 to His disciples in the same timeframe 
of His sermon on the mount. Why is that important? Well, the overarching 
theme of Christ’s message was, “The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
 

Christ has been teaching His disciples to not only to ask for the things they 
need, but to give the honor to God that belongs to Him. He is showing them 
that thanksgiving and praise are an essential part of prayer.  
 

This fact is particularly important in all corporate public worship, for Jesus 
clearly uses plural pronouns throughout this prayer. It begins and ends with 
devoted praise from a heart that trusts in God’s supply and is thankful. 
 

Paul said in Philippians 4:6 NLT, “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray 
about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.” 
 

Let’s face it, when we find our kids just asking for things all the time without 
showing any gratitude in the process, we hold back.  
 

What, no thank you? Why would we expect anything less from our Heavenly 
Father!  
 

If we are going to ask God to bless us, the least we can do is to praise the 
great worth of His kingdom, His power and His glory.  
 

Our failure to praise Him out of thankfulness may be the reason that blessing 
is not as forthcoming as we would like!  
 

Psalm 67:5-6 it says, “Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the 
peoples praise You. Then the earth shall yield her increase; God, our own 

God, shall bless us...” 
 

The more we contemplate God and His excellence, the more sincerely 
thankful we become. And that mindset lends itself to a more spirit filled 
worship as we passionately present to Him our requests.  
 

With all that said, let’s dig into this last portion of the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

“For Yours is the Kingdom…” 
 

These words declare God’s universal right and authority over all things. He is 
Supreme. He reigns over heaven and earth, and all creatures and things are 
sustained by His power, which of course is the next phrase in this doxology. 
 



The words “and the power” … 
speak to the fact that He has the ability to do whatsoever He pleases. He is 
the Almighty, … 
 

Psalm 121:3-4 NLT, He “never slumbers or sleeps” 
Jeremiah 32:17 ESV, “It is you who have made the heavens and the earth 
by your great power and by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for 

you.”  
 

“With God all things are possible”: Matthew 19:26 NKJV 
“No one can restrain His hand”: Daniel 4:35 NKJV 

 

All forces opposed to Him and His Church will be overthrow.  
 

The phrase “and the glory” … 
sets forth His inexpressible excellence. Since He is absolutely sovereign over 
all creation and equally power to do with what He wills, but because of His 
great goodness we still live and breathe and have our being. This displays 
how awesomely glorious He is.  
 

To Him belongs all praise. It is exclusively His! There is no other! 
 

Next notice that the doxology begins with the conjunction for. It could also be 
understood as because or on account of the fact.  
 
Deliver us from the Evil One for or because it is within your Authority and 
Power to do so for your Glory. 
 

Christ is here teaching us to use the for of argumentation.  
 

Declare this petition as good as done if it is within His will. 
This is a powerful plea as to why our petitions should be heard.  
 

You are able to grant these requests, for Your is the Kingdom, etc. 
 

O Father, the number and power of our enemies are indeed great, and they 
are the more formidable because of the treachery of our own wicked hearts.  
 

Yet we are encouraged to beg for your assistance against them, because all 
the attempts made by sin and Satan against us are really assaults upon your 
dominion over us, your power in our lives and the promotion of your 
glory. 
 



“For Yours is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory.” 
 

What an encouragement this doxology is for us!  
 

It inspires our confidence in God because of: 
1. The realization that He is willing. 

2. And the realization that He is able. 
 

Jesus invites us to address God as our Father. This is an indication of His 
love and an assurance of His care for us.  
 

But God is also the King of kings, possessing infinite power. This truth 
assures us of His sufficiency and guarantees His ability.  
 

As the Father, He provides for His children; as the King, He will defend His 
subjects.  
 

Psalm 103:13 NIV, “As a father has compassion on his children, 
    so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.” 

Psalm 44:4 NIV, “You are my King and my God, 
    who decrees victories for Jacob.” 

 

It is for God’s own honor and glory that He manifests His power and shows 
Himself strong on behalf of His own.  
 

Ephesians 3:20-21 NIV, “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to 
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for 
ever and ever! Amen.” 
 

“Forever.” 
What a contrast between our Father’s Kingdom, power, and glory and the 
fleeting dominion and glory of earthly kings.  
 

The glorious Being whom we address in prayer is “from everlasting to 
everlasting you are God,” Psalm 90:2 NIV  
 

He is revealed Himself to us in the person of Jesus Christ and of Him it is 
said… “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and forever,” 
Hebrews 13:8 NIV  
 

When we pray right, we look beyond time into eternity and measure present 
things by God’s faithfulness in the past and His promises for the future.  



 

How solemn and expressive are these words forever!  
 

Earthly kingdoms decay and disappear.  
All created things have a puny temporal power in comparison. The glory of 
human beings and all creation will vanish like a dream.  
 

But the Kingdom and power and glory of Jehovah will neither change nor 
diminish, and they shall know no end.  
 

Our blessed hope is that, when the first heaven and earth have passed away, 
the Kingdom and power and glory of God will be known and adored in 
their wondrous reality through all eternity. 

 

“Amen.” 
The Hebrew word Amen is often translated “verily” or “truly” in the New 
Testament, which means “so be it” or “it shall be so.”  
 

This word intimates the two things required in prayer, namely, a fervent 
desire and the exercise of faith.  
 

This twofold idea of desire and faith filled expectation is plainly hinted at in 
the double use of Amen in Psalm 72:19 NIV: “Praise be to his glorious name 
forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and Amen.”  
 

God has determined it shall be so, and the whole Church expresses its desire: 
“So be it, Amen”.  
 

When we say Amen, both in public and private prayers, we express our 
longings and affirm our confidence in God’s power and faithfulness to answer.  
 

So what is Jesus showing us here in and through this prayer model?! 
 

First, we affirm God’s universal right, authority and power over all things and 
the glory that belongs to Him.  
 
Second, we enforce our petitions with arguments drawn from God’s 
promises and principles. Our pleas are then backed up by acknowledging 
God’s kingship, His power, and His glory that accomplishes all the petitions 
in this prayer model.  
 

And as Job prayed so do we, Job 23:4 NIV, “I would state my case before 
him and fill my mouth with arguments.” (These are based on His promises.) 
 



Third, we are clearly directed to join petition and praise together.  
 

Fourth, we are taught to pray with the utmost reverence.  
 

Since God is so great and powerful a King, He is to be feared or held in 
reverent awe. 
 

Isaiah 8:13 NIV, “But the Lord of hosts, him you shall honor as holy. Let him 
be your fear, and let him be your dread.” 

 

Why is it that bad guys command such respect and obedience? FEAR 
If you are going to honor anyone, fear anyone, dread the response of anyone, 
let it be God. The tender, compassionate, kind God who has a power that is 
greater than the one you fear most. 
 

Look to Him in a reverent awe!  
 

Fifth, we pray this way in faith – with an Amen - that God can and will deliver 
on His promises. 
 

By praying the way Jesus taught His disciples, we’re surrendering ourselves 
to make His glory our chief concern, we endeavor to live our lives in a way 
brings praise to Him, and that in faith believes He answers. 
 

This is a kingdom prayer for citizens of His kingdom. Are you a citizen? 
 

Pray to God as Father, 
Acknowledge His holiness and His authority and dominion in your life. 

Surrender to His will and live your life in a way that reflects that. 
Acknowledge your dependence on Him for all you need every day. 

Take account of the sins you need forgiveness for and the sins you need to 
forgive every day. 

Look for the detours away from sin that God will provide daily and ask for 
Him to deliver you from the Evil one’s plots. 

You can ask all of this because He desires this for you and He is able to 
deliver on this prayer! Believe it! 

  

If you haven’t come to know Him as your father, Jesus invites you into that 
relationship through Him. If you do know Him – pray as instructed! 
 

LET’S PRAY.  LAST SERMON IN SERIES NEXT WEEK 
 


