
Heavenward Hearts – Treasures in Heaven 
 

Last week while I was preparing for the last message on the Lord’s prayer, I 
was listening to an audio Bible on Matthew 5-7 (Sermon on the mount) and I 
was struck by a thought I had never fully put together about a specific 
passage that follows the Lord’s prayer.  
 

Matthew 6:19-21 NKJV, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

“Lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven… For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” 
 

Jesus is encouraging us to have Heavenward Hearts. And the way we do that 
is by laying up, storing up treasure in heaven.  
 

“Don’t lay up treasures on earth,  
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,  
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

Now, how do I do that? How do you do that? Great place in the message to 
take an offering! USHERS! No, I’m just kidding. This isn’t a tithing message! 
 

What kind of treasure could possibly transcend the physical restraints of Earth 
and enter the spiritual plains of Heaven? I don’t think my dollars are worth 
much there anyways? So, what does the treasure I’m storing there look like?  
 

That is why the context in which this passage on treasure is framed is so vital; 
it reveals what sort of treasure can be deposited in Heaven. 
 

You see, another very important word – besides treasure – is repeatedly used 
in Jesus’ sermon that reveals what this treasure is all about. 
 

It’s the word reward. It’s used only 13 times in the entire book of Matthew 
and every time, it is used by Jesus. 9 times He uses it here in His sermon 
on the mount in Chapters 5-6, just before He mentions laying up 
treasure in Heaven. And we will get to those references in just a moment.  
First, let’s look at the other 4 times we find Him talking about a reward later 
on in the book of Matthew, in chapters 10 and 16.  
 



Matthew 10:38-42 NKJV, “He who does not take his cross and follow after 
Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his 
life for My sake will find it. He who receives you receives Me, and he who 
receives Me receives Him who sent Me. He who receives a prophet in the 
name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward. And he who receives 
a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous 
man’s reward. And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not 
lose their reward.” 
 

Now here, the common theme in Chapter 10 and 16 that you will see is all 
about taking up your cross and following Jesus. And who is a follower? 
Someone who has received Jesus. And a follower is vocal about their faith. 
People who receive that message from followers receive them. If they receive 
them and their message, they receive the Lord Jesus and if they receive Him 
they receive the Father who sent Him. That is a mighty big reward! 
 

Another way to say it Jesus says is that people who openly share their faith 
are Prophets! And those who receive a prophet in the name of a Prophet 
(Jesus), receive the same reward that prophets receive. They receive Jesus 
and the Father, remember. They enter into a life-giving relationship with.  
 

A third way to see it He says is like this: people who receive righteous people 
(people whose lives resemble the righteous person they follow, will receive 
His reward. They receive Jesus and the Father! Heavenly relationship. 
 

Now, Matthew 16:24-27 NKJV, “Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone 
desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the 
whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange 
for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His 
angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.”  
 

What profit is it to gain the whole world? VALUE/REWARD & lose your soul. 
 

Look at it like this: You can open up a bank account or investment account 
and start putting money into it here. Those are called world accounts! 
 



Or, you can open up an account in Heaven and make deposits into that 
account. The way you do that is by denying yourself, taking up your cross 
and following Jesus! That’s how you open up an account in Heaven! 
 

Now, with that in mind, let’s look at how you can make deposits into that 
account according to Jesus. 
 

Right from the beginning of His sermon on the mount, Jesus begins by 
listing the rewards or blessings of kingdom citizens who follow Him. 
 

Matthew 5:3-10 NKJV,  
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall 
be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For theirs 

is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

It starts & ends with Heaven (Inclusio or enclosure) + great rewards await 
you there. Theirs IS Heaven where other rewards SHALL be 
 

Verses 11-12 goes on to say, “Blessed are you when they revile and 
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven. (1st)”  
 

OKAY, Who gets these rewards and what are they? 
“Poor in spirit” Not self-sufficient/righteous, see need for God, ® Heaven 

“Those who mourn” grieve over lost loved ones ® Comforted 
“The meek” Humble, gentle and kind ® the earth (favored) 

“Those hunger & thirst righteousness” yearn for right ® filled 
“The merciful” not vengeful but gracious ® receive mercy 

“The pure in heart” clean, no hypocrisy, no guile, no hidden motives., 
unstained from guilt, cleansed heart. Create in me… ® see God 

“The peacemakers” love peace, reconcile enemies ® called sons of God. 
“Those persecuted for righteousness” suffer for doing right ® Heaven 

 



Now, if you are laying up treasures in Heaven, you already have a bank 
account there. You have received the message of Jesus and received Him 
and the Father - Heaven is yours! 
 

This morning I want to share with you 3 tell-tale signs of people who are laying 
up treasure in Heaven. As you can see, the 1st thing they have in common…  
 

1ST THE CONDITION OF THEIR HEARTS. 
 

They are disciples of Jesus, folks who follow Him and are humble, caring, 
kind, pure hearted people who show mercy, love peace and try to do what is 
right even if it hurts them. Those are the ones whose rewards are being laid 
up Heaven, where their hearts are.  
 

How did they get to this place in their lives? Well, it started with a God sized 
love encounter. That love transforms the condition of any heart. 
 

Towards the end of chapter 5, Jesus adds these thoughts about rewards. 
 

Matthew 5:43-46 NKJV, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, 
bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of 
your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who 
love you, what reward have you (2nd)? 
 

You see, if you want to be sons and daughters of the Father. If you want that 
heavenly reward – then love like He does.  
 

He blesses the good and the bad, the just and the unjust, with rain and 
sunshine. He loves those who do not love Him. 
 

Yes, He loved us while we were still sinners and enemies of the cross. And 
people who have received that kind of love have to dish it out to others. 
 

If you love only the people who love you, there is no reward in that. No, those 
who have a reward are those who: 
 

love the unlovable: 
their enemies, - those who curse them, - those who hate them, 

those who hurtfully use them, - those who persecute or torment them. 
 



And how do they love them?  
 

By blessing them, 
Doing good things for them, 
Praying for them. 
 

The reward – that you may be the children of a God who do the same as 
their Father! Do you want to be like your Heavenly Father? Those who love 
Him do. And He who is in Heaven is their reward!  
 

Those who are making deposits in heaven are those whose hearts share this 
same condition. They love to love people by doing the right thing. By doing 
good things for other people – even their enemies. But there is a caveat. 
 

The second thing that people who are gaining heavenly rewards have in 
common is… 
 

2ND. THE AUDIENCE THEY DESIRE TO PLEASE. 
 
Matthew 6:1-4 NKJV, “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds 
before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise, you have no reward from your 
Father in heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound 
a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they 
have their reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be 
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you 
openly.” 
 

Matthew 6:5-7 NKJV, “And when you pray, you shall not be like the 
hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to 
you, they have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your room, 
and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret 
place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. And 
when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they 
think that they will be heard for their many words.”  
 

Same Language for fasting too. 
 

Matthew 6:16-18 NKJV, “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the 
hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they 



may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their 
reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so 
that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the 
secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.”  
 

Who’s your audience? Others or God? 
 

Three marks of Jewish spirituality were prayer, giving to the poor, and fasting. 
A devout pious Jew was one who did all three.  
 

But before we say too much about, prayer, or giving, or fasting, I’d like us to 
think about why we do these things. Whose attention are we looking to get 
with our prayers or by giving to those in need or by fasting? Who’s our 
audience? What result are we hoping for?  
 

Cashing in for man’s applause makes us miss out on the Father’s applause.  
 

You might get what you’re after, but it holds little value in Heaven’s account. 
 

Here is the main point of the message today. True giving, prayer and 
fasting is all about worshipping God, it’s not about us. 
 

When we make other’s our audience or we do what we do for us, it deposits 
no reward in heaven. 
 

So, people who are laying up rewards and treasures in Heaven have spiritual 
hearts in the right places, and their focus in on God. The third thing that is 
similar in followers of Jesus who have a healthy heavenly bank account is… 
 

3RD. THE SELFLESSNESS IN THEIR ACTIONS. 
 

With a Heavenward focus they do what they do: Give, pray, fast. 
 

It isn’t if they give or if they pray or if they fast, it is WHEN. 
Giving, praying and fasting should be expected of those who follow Christ.  
 

They do good things for others because they love God and bless others 
as they have been blessed.  
 

The do these things without selfish motives. They aren’t focusing on 
what they will receive – they give with the right motives. 

When it comes to giving, is there personal gain driving us to give? 
 



-Vandals cut down 6 huge royal palms along a major Miami Blvd. The city 
wasn’t sure if they could pay to replace palms that large. But then someone 
donated 6 more…even bigger ones. They had them planted even. The old 
ones were 15 ft. high and were a nice foreground to a billboard which said, 
‘Fly Delta’. The new ones were 35 ft…completely hiding the sign. The new 
donor: Eastern Airlines! 
 

When it comes to praying, are we trying to get God’s attention or 
someone else’s? 

 

-A little boy was saying bedtime prayers w/ his mother. “Bless mommy, 
daddy,” and then he shouted, “God, GIVE ME A NEW BICYCLE!!!” His 
mother said, “God’s not deaf, son.” “I know,” he answered, “but Grandma’s in 
the next room, and she’s hard of hearing!” 
 

Motives are so important when it comes to God’s rewards for His 
children. And fasting should be anything but bringing attention upon 
ourselves. 
 

Fasting is all about humbling ourselves before God. We are called to fast 
things we have to help others in need. We fast to take account of what is 
wrong in our lives and fast those things to get closer to Him. 
 

Isaiah 58:6-9 NKJV, “Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the 
bonds of wickedness, To undo the heavy burdens, To let the oppressed go 
free, And that you break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the 
hungry, And that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; When 
you see the naked, that you cover him, And not hide yourself from your own 
flesh? Then your light shall break forth like the morning, Your healing shall 
spring forth speedily, And your righteousness shall go before you; The glory 
of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will 
answer; You shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am.”  
 

It is a matter of God focus. 
Not a focus on what pleases other people. 
Not on a focus on what pleases us. 
A focus on what pleases God. 
 

When the focus is right, on God, there is reward in Heaven and here. 
 

Matthew 6:22-24 NKJV, “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your 
eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your 



whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is 
darkness, how great is that darkness! “No one can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (earthly 
riches).”  
 

If you see things more clearly in life and it goes better if God is your focus. 
You can’t serve two masters. The riches of Earth or the richness of God in 
Heaven? Serve Him – you can trust Him for all you need. 
 

Laying up treasures in Heaven. 
Where do you want your rewards to come from? 
 

Pleasing Self 
Pleasing Others 
Pleasing God 
 

Who is your audience? 
1. Live like a citizen of Heaven 
2. Love Like He loves 
3. Do good to others, be charitable. 
4. Pray for others in secret. 
5. Fast things that help others, cleans house and gets you closer to God.  
 

That is how you deposit treasure in Heaven. And if your treasure is there, 
your heart will be found right beside it! 
 

Matthew 6:19-21 NKJV, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

Have you opened an account in Heaven yet? That happens when you receive 
the message of Jesus and make Him yours, by doing that you come into a 
relationship with God. Christian: you giving, praying and fasting for the right 
motives? focusing on God and selflessly giving to others in need? I encourage 
you to do so – that’s treasure your laying up in you Heaven account! 
 

Let’s Pray 


