
Make A Difference - in Your World 
 

Have you ever asked yourself, "Can I make a difference in the world"? This 
sermon is to encourage you that: 

 

Each of us has a platform from which we can make a difference in our world. 
 

“YES, YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR WORLD! 
I Can MAKLE A DIFFERENCE IN MY WORLD AND COLLECTIVELY, AS A 
CHURCH OF 300, WE CAN MAKE A DIFFEREENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY 
AND IN THE WORLD AT LARGE!” 
 

“Your world” consists of your home, place of employment, where you attend 
school or where your children attend school. 
 

Your world consists of your neighbors, where you shop, the friends and family 
you have. Your world is all about the people with whom you interact with.  
 

And you can make a difference in your world. In fact, God has uniquely 
designed you to meet the needs around you and make a difference in your 
world. If you are a Christ follower, He has even gifted you through the Holy 
Spirit, to have greater impact. You just have to lean into that truth and say 
“I’m going follow God’s lead and make a difference in my world.” 
 

To help you do that, today, I want to solidify these thoughts by looking at what 
God says in the Bible. After all, that is why God gave mankind the Bible. 
Through it – The Bible - He reveals His will for our lives and shows us how to 
make a difference in the world. 
 

Psalm 119:103-105 NLT, “How sweet your words taste to me; they are 
sweeter than honey. Your commandments give me understanding; no 

wonder I hate every false way of life. Your word is a lamp to guide my feet 
and a light for my path.” 

 

The Bible is sweet. It shows us how to live life to the fullest. It is like a light 
that shines and reveals the best path for our life. 
 

2 Timothy 3:15-17 NLT, “You have been taught the holy Scriptures from 
childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that 

comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our 



lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 
God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.” 

 

We find wisdom and knowledge that lead us to salvation through Jesus. It 
shows us what is right and wrong in our lives. And it prepares and equips us 
for the purpose God has uniquely created us for. 
 

And that idea is the first of five thoughts God wants you to grasp this 
morning in order to Make a difference in your world. 
 

I. GOD HAS A PURPOSE FOR YOU. 
 

Ephesians 2:10 NLT, “We are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for US 

long ago.” 
 

God’s has a purpose for you. No matter what is going on in your life, even if 
you are in the worst possible situation, you have ever been in, God has a plan 
for good things in your life - not bad. And if you give Him your life, He’ll get 
your through the bad so you can experience the good. 
 

Israel had wandered away from their God and away from His protection. As 
a result, God let them be conquered by their enemy. Their holy city and 
temple had been destroyed, their people were taken captive and led away to 
Babylon. Yet, in their dismay, God says this to them… 
 

Jeremiah 29:10-14 NLT, “You will be in Babylon for seventy years. But then 
I will come and do for you all the good things I have promised, and I will 

bring you home again. For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. 
“They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a 

hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for me 
wholeheartedly, you will find me. I will be found by you,” says the Lord. “I will 

end your captivity and restore your fortunes. I will gather you out of the 
nations where I sent you and will bring you home again to your own land.” 

 

Don’t squander your life away. Pursue God and find the incredible purpose 
He has for your life. Know the purpose He has for you and when you do, 
you can and will make a difference in your world. In that purpose you’ll 
find it your greatest source of joy! 
 

British theologian C.S. Lewis described happiness 50 years ago in terms that 
make even more sense today in our commuter-driven society: 



 

A car is made to run on petrol [gasoline], and it would not run properly on 
anything else. Now God designed the human machine to run on himself. He 
himself is the fuel our spirits were designed to burn, or the food our spirits 
were designed to feed on. There is no other. That is why it is just no good 
asking God to make us happy in our own way without bothering about religion. 
God cannot give us a happiness and peace apart from himself, because it is 
not there. There is no such thing.” 
 

Knowing that God has a purpose for you will help you make a difference in 
the world. That is the first though you need to grasp. The second thought to 
help you make a difference is that… 
 

II. GOD HAS PRINCIPLES FOR YOU TO LIVE BY. 
 

Making His Principles your own, will help you make a difference. 
Know those principles—this is sadly missing today! 
 

And for a Christ follower, whenever there is a separation between principles 
and practice, things break down. 
 

Oh, I hear a lot of “mature” Christians spouting off their convictions, but I have 
to tell you, I am often blown away by the lack of Biblical truth and commitment 
behind those convictions. 
 

Look, convictions are what you believe in, but Biblical principles (God’s 
breathed principles) are what you should be willing to die for. 
 

In ancient China, the people desired security from the barbaric, invading 
hordes to the north. To get this protection, they built this Great Wall. It’s 30 
feet high, 18 feet thick, and more than 1,500 miles long! The Chinese goal 
was to build an absolutely impenetrable defense—too high to climb over, 
too thick to break down, and too long to go around. But during the first 
hundred years of the wall’s existence China was successfully invaded 
three times. How did that happen? Well, it wasn’t the wall’s fault. During 
all three invasions, the barbaric hordes never climbed over the wall, broke 
it down, or went around it; they simply bribed a gatekeeper and then 
marched right in through an open door. The purpose of the wall failed 
because of a breakdown in values. 

 

We should have more than strongly held beliefs, they should be principles we 
believe and live and die by! That is what Paul was saying to Timothy.  



2 Timothy 3:16-17 NLT, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to 
teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It 
corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses 
it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.” 
 

Jesus Himself modelled how Biblical Principles governed His decisions and 
actions when Satan tempted Him in the wilderness. 
 

Matthew 4:3-10 NIV, “The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the 
Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” Jesus answered, “It is 

written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.” Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him 

stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he 
said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “‘He will command his angels 
concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not 
strike your foot against a stone.” Jesus answered him, “It is also written: 

‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” Again, the devil took him to a very 
high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 
me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the 

Lord your God, and serve him only.” 
 

A principled life will guide you when facing difficult decisions in life! 
People who know God’s Purpose and Principles for their Life, Make an 

Eternal Difference in their world! 
 

The third thought God wants us to grasp is that… 
 

III. GOD’S PURPOSE FOR YOU IS FOR THIS TIME. 
 

Look again at… 
 

Ephesians 2:10 NLT, “We are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew 
in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for US long 

ago.” 
 

His plans were for us. We are His masterpieces. He planned what our 
purpose was a long time ago, knowing we would be here today in this place. 
He has done that with every person in every generation. I love this verse in… 
 

Acts 13:36 NASB, “For David, after he had served God’s purpose in his own 
generation, fell asleep, and was buried among his fathers…” 



 

David served God’s purposes in his own generation, like his father and 
mother and grandparents before him.  In every generation God has a purpose 
for us to fulfill. He knew what generation we would live in and the deep needs 
and dark despair that would benefit by us shining our God given light into 
them. 
 

God has planned good things for you to do here in this time on purpose. 
 

You just have to acknowledge this fact and surrender yourself to that greater 
purpose. With that in mind, know this… 
 

IV. GOD HAS A DEFINNING MOMENT FOR YOU 
 

I believe that there comes a moment in everyone’s life where they will have 
an opportunity to do something that defines their purpose and changes their 
world. It is like a light goes on! Vision becomes clear! 
 

It might be something someone says or does or a need or opportunity that 
arises that triggers that epiphany or defining moment. Paul in Damascus Rd. 
 

I can’t help think of the boy with five loaves and two fishes that Jesus used to 
feed 5000 people...what if he had decided to pursue his own agenda? 
 

CAUTION HERE: Don’t get distracted by personal ambition. If you are not 
careful, your God given vision and passion will dissipate and that defining 
moment can slip away. 
 

Listen to what Paul had to say to Timothy concerning this matter… 
 

1 Timothy 6:9-11 NLT, “People who long to be rich fall into temptation and 
are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin 
and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some 
people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced 
themselves with many sorrows. But you, Timothy, are a man of God; so 
run from all these evil things. Pursue righteousness and a godly life, along 
with faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness.” 
 

Some will miss there defining moment because the lose their focus. They 
miss there defining moment because they hold on to their loaves and fishes 
instead of placing them in the hands of the Lord, allowing him to bless it and 
multiply it as it ministers to the needs of others. 
 



Some will miss the defining moment because of FEAR. The Lord is calling for 
you to step out on to the water and walk with him, but you don’t see it possible, 
so you stay in the boat and you defining moment passes you by. Some will 
miss it because they just stay home and never venture out.  
 

And lastly, 
God has a Purpose For You,  
God has Principles For You to Live By,  
God Has A Purpose For You In This Time, 
He has a Defining Moment For You  
and if you have embraced Him… 
 

V. GOD HAS GIVEN YOU ENABLING POWER. 
 

God’s Spirit empowers my life, not my wife, or church, career, etc. God’s Spirit 
does and He wants that for each of us!!! 
 

And He not only wants to use those talents, experiences and gifts, He wants 
to supernaturally empower those things so that we can accomplish His 
purpose in with greater success. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 NLT, “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but 
the same Spirit is the source of them all. There are different kinds of service, 
but we serve the same Lord. God works in different ways, but it is the same 
God who does the work in all of us. A spiritual gift is given to each of us so 
we can help each other. To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give 
wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special 
knowledge. The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else 
the one Spirit gives the gift of healing. He gives one person the power to 
perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone 
else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from 
another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown 
languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. It 
is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides 
which gift each person should have.” 
 

What is the central idea here? Listen, all of us have a talent, or a knack for 
serving, or a special gift that can be used. And they all really come from the 
God who uniquely created you. You are His masterpiece. God has designed 
you to do great things to accomplish His purposes. Don’t squander them on 



yourself. Give them to God and let Him empower you to make a difference in 
the world around you. 
 

Listen to this story of how a famous QB named Kirk Cousins of the 
Minnesota Vikings has used his gifts and talents for God’s purposes. VIDEO 
 

It might not be that you are a great athlete. Maybe it is something else. God 
uses all kinds of things to make a difference. It could be that God has given 
you a gift for art, like Ramon Piaguaje, a Secoya Indian born and raised in 
the rain forest of Ecuador, the country where we lived for well over a decade.  
 

He won the Winsor & Newton Millennium Art Competition, the largest painting 
competition in the world. His painting "Eternal Amazon" was selected from 
over 22,000 entries by professionals and amateur artists from 51 countries 
and was on display at the United Nations in 2000. Ramon, started drawing as 
a teenager, but was introduced to oil painting in 1993 in Quito. Before 
capturing the attention of the art world, he was first encouraged in his efforts 
by Orville and Mary Johnson, Wycliffe Bible Translators working in his village. 
 

The Johnsons recognized a God-given ability had encouraged him to keep 
drawing. When they left his village in the early seventies, having completed 
their translation of the New Testament, the belongings they took with them 
included 30 drawings by Ramon.  
 

Since then, Ramon has met the Prince of Wales and the secretary general of 
the United Nations, and "Eternal Amazon" has been viewed by ambassadors, 
artists, and dignitaries from around the world.  
 

Ramon is quick to give the Lord credit for the acclaim he has received. "I can’t 
take pride of the gift that I have as an artist, for it is God that has given me 
this talent, and I want to use it for his glory." 
 

When the elderly missionary couple heard about the exhibit at the United 
Nations in 2000, they decided to surprise him. They entered the exhibition 
hall and found Ramon surrounded by many people. As he looked beyond his 
fans, he saw the Johnsons and began to cry. 
 

They hugged and wept for several moments. In Secoya, Ramon repeated 
over and over to Orville and Mary, "You are the ones that should be honored, 
not me…for you came to give us the gospel, and I believe that is why I now 
can be here." 
 



You are God’s masterpiece! He has great plans for you. You are the means 
through which He wants to accomplish good things in the world around you. 
 

Find that purpose, Live by His principles, He designed you for this time, 
Have you faced His defining moment for you yet? Well, it all becomes 
clearer once you embrace His plan for your salvation, and then He can 
empower you with His Spirit to Make a Difference that will last for 
eternity. 
 

This morning, I want to invite you into that salvation plan He has for you… 
 

If you already know Him… 
 

Matthew 5:13-16 says, “You are the salt of the earth…“You are the light of 
the world—like a city on a hilltop… . give light to everyone around you…let 
your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your 
heavenly Father.”  
 

You were made to Make a Difference! 
 

Let’s Pray 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


