
 

“Make a Difference”  Series 
 

Intro: I am so excited about this series. We’re gonna talk about all the 
wonderful ways in which knowing God Makes a Difference. It’s a message 
we all need to hear and share as we enter this summer season enjoying life 
with family and friends who all need life changing power in their lives.  
 

I believe that within all of us there exists a strong desire for knowledge, to be 
known and to know others. It is a desire that emerges out of a curiosity of how 
we all got here and why we exist. 
 

Is there a Creator?  
What was the purpose behind creation and how do I fit into it all?  
Is this little blip of a lifespan all there is or is there more?  
How do I get the very best life has to offer, both here and in the afterlife?  
 

I believe that all people start out with a desire to know the answer to these 
questions, even if they are not professed believers in God.  
 

Today we are bombarded with advertising that promises all kinds of ways to 
find maximum satisfaction in this life, to have more, to produce more, and 
how to make the greatest difference in our world.  
 

Unfortunately, what the world offers is nothing but empty promises that never 
satisfy us in the same way that knowing God will satisfy us.  
 

David said in Psalm 16:11 ESV, “You make known to me the path of life; in 
your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.”  
 

Jesus said in John 10:10 ESV, “I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly.”  
 

In John 17:3 He said, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”  
 

God looks at life on a longer continuum than we do. When we come to know 
Him, He begins to make a difference in this life - right on into eternity! 
 

C.S. Lewis wrote, "If you read history, you will find that the Christians who 
did most for the present world were those who thought most of the next ... 
Aim at Heaven and you will get earth thrown in." 



 

If the entire length of our lives on earth is but an infinitesimal blip, we would 
do well to make daily decisions based on ten thousand years into eternity, 
and not in the moment of here and now. 
 

So, To begin this series today, I’d like to talk to you about the wonderful 
ways in which Knowing God Can Make A Difference In Your Life! 

 

Before we get into the wonderful ways in which God can make a difference 
in your life, let me first deal with this little word here: 
 

Knowing God Can Make A Difference In Your Life 
 

How many times have we seen a person not reach their potential in sports or 
in education or in their career? It is a sad sight to see isn’t it. People around 
them whisper about what a waste of talent and potential they see. 
 

I believe each of us are at a crossroads. Individually, we must all decide how 
much of our lives we are going to let God have. 
 

Are we going to totally give ourselves over to Him or are we hesitantly only 
going to allow Him to just scratch the surface? If we choose the second 
option, we aren’t going to get very far on the satisfaction scale! 
 

If we want maximum satisfaction in this life and the life to come we have to 
go deep, go all in. That is what Jesus said! 
 

Luke 10:25-28 NIV, “And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, 
saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What 
is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” So, he answered and said, 
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 
all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’ And 
He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.”  
 

Why would anyone love God?  
Why would they love Him if they didn’t know Him?  
Why would anyone love someone they don’t know? 
 

On the other hand, knowing someone doesn’t mean that you automatically 
love them! I don’t love everyone I know! 
 

What is it that causes me to love someone? What would cause me to love 
them on the level Jesus commands that I me to love God?  
 



It can’t be simply because I am commanded to do so, right? 
 

Why do you love God? 
I’ll tell you why the Bible says we love God! 

 

1 John 4:19 NKJV, “We love Him because He first loved us.” 
 

How do you know God loves you? Just because I told you He does! 
 

I mean, if I told you that Jeremy Camp loves you, what would it take for you 
to believe that he does love you? 
 

Well, words are cheap; second hand words are even cheaper.  
 

For you to believe that Jeremy camp loves you, he would have to show you 
he loves you. Hearing it first-hand would be nice, but he would still have to 
back up his words with evidence. 
 

That is what God did. He told it to others to tell us. Then He came to us in 
person and told us and then He powerfully demonstrated that love. 
 

1 John 4:9-10 NIV, “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his 
one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins.”  
 

God loves us! God loves you! He said it and He demonstrated it. 
 

He loved us with all His heart, with all His essence, with His mind and with 
powerful action to back it all up. 
 

He is therefore, worthy of our love. I am motivated by His great love to 
reciprocate His love. To embrace Him and His Son through whom He 
demonstrated that love.  
 

And with all that said, here is the first way in which God makes a difference 
in the lives of those who love Him: 
 

1. He increases our capacity for love. 
 

He increases our capacity for love; both to receive it and to give it away. 
 

1 John 4:10-12 NIV, “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since 



God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us.”  
 

He loved us through the demonstration of His Son’s sacrifice. 
Since He loved us, we should love each other. 
People see God (not physically but) when they see His love expressed 
through our love for others. That is how God completes the loop in and 
through our expression of His love to others! 
 

It is that love in me that has increased and solidified my faith. That is the 
second way God Makes a Difference in our lives... 
 

2. He increases our capacity for faith. 
 

John goes on to say this… 
 

1 John 4:13-16 NIV, “This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: 
He has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father 
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. And so we 
know and rely on the love God has for us.”  
 

When we embrace His love and what He did to express that love, He comes 
to live in us and we take up residence in Him. His Spirit indwells us and 
empowers our faith; He emboldens the public acknowledgement our faith. 
 

I remember the early years. It wasn’t as easy then to share my faith as it is 
now. Over time, after years of love lavished on me, He has increased my 
awareness of His love me and my love and faith in Him and in His Son Jesus. 
 

God living in us, His love increasing in us, our faith in Him increasing, all 
results in others seeing and experiencing that love and faith in their own lives. 
 

They see our reliance on God’s love, they hear our testimony of faith and they 
are drawn to us and our story and to God. 
 

All that in mind, knowing God loves me, having His love infused in me, and 
letting it flow out of me to others, has made an incredible difference in my life. 
And those who’ve experienced my love and seen my faith have profited too. 
 

And third way knowing God and His Son Jesus makes a difference in our 
lives is really the basis through which love and faith spring forth… 



 

3. He gives us Heavenly Hope. 
 

Colossians 1:3-6 NIV, “We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ 
Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people—the faith and love that 
spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you 
have already heard in the true message of the gospel that has come to 
you.”  
 

Hope stored up for you in Heaven, interesting phrase!!  
 

Where is the hope located in this verse? It is in Heaven, right?  
 

It is hope we heard about in the Gospel. What is that? That God himself, 
initiated a salvation plan for the world. Out of His love for us He sent His Son 
Jesus to die for us. He did so with the hope that we would embrace loving 
plan and join Him. He is the source of the hope stored up for us in Heaven. 
 

Did you know that God has hope in you? He is an optimistic God, who 
believes in you!  
 

Both human experience and Bible examples teach us that one of the most 
powerful lies, which the Devil feeds, is that we are failures whom God has no 
hope for and has long abandoned.  
 

You can almost hear the words, "You are loser. You can't do it. It is too hard. 
You are so hopeless that God forgot about you a long time ago. He wants 
nothing to do with you." Have you ever felt that way? 
 

Sin breeds this despair; however, no lie could be further from the truth. Notice 
the motivation ascribed to God in the following passage: 
 

Romans 8:18-21 ESV, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God.”  
 

Who, in hope that the creation would be set free, subjected it to futility? 



The obvious answer is God. I mean, who else would have the power to 
subject creation to anything but He who created it. 
 

This is a profoundly encouraging thought to me. It is reiterated and insinuated 
in several other texts too. 
 

Romans 5:6-8 NIV, “Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die 
for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly 
dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us. But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
 

In a real sense, God’s love expressed through Christ, sprang forth from His 
hope for creation to be freed from futility. And God’s delay in calling it all quits 
and moving right to judgment flows out of His hope for everyone to be freed. 
 

1 Peter 3:9 ESV, “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing (wanting, willing or hoping) 
that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”  
 

The realization that hope begins in Heaven, implies two things to me.  
 

First, it implies that each of us has responsibility to live up to that hope.  
 

His desire is that we would all reach repentance. We must respond to the 
gospel message, God’s hope for all creation. 
 

Second, just as God is the source of the love I enjoy and increase in, so is 
He the source of my hope. 
 

Think about that! Listen to this description of love in…  
 

I Corinthians 13:4-7 NIV, “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 
boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.”  
 

Considering this, if “God is love,” would it not be fair to assume that God also 
“believes all things, hopes all things"? Is He not identified with the virtue, 
which is identified as being optimistic? Love by its very definition is optimistic. 
It looks for the best in people. It wants them to succeed. 
 



Because I know God, I am a more hopeful person. I am hopeful that others 
will embrace God’s love.  
 

And I am hopeful for the day that as Romans says, 
 

Romans 8:18-19 ESV, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.”  
 

It’s an ever-increasing capacity to rest in the hope of heaven. It’s a hope that 
leads us to the last way in which God can make a difference in our lives… 
 

4. He gives us peace 
 
1 John 4:16-18 NIV, “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 
God in them. This is how love is made complete among us so that we will 
have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has 
to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.”  
 

The opposite of fear is?... It is a Confident Expectancy in a future that doesn’t 
fear judgment that drives out fear and gives me Peace. I’m at peace with 
God!  
 

Romans 5:1-2 NLT says that, “Therefore, since we have been made right in 
God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ 
our Lord has done for us. Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this 
place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and 
joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory.”  
 

In other words, our relationship has been established. It is solid. We don't 
move in and out of it depending upon how closely we walk with the Lord hour 
by hour. The connection is rooted in what Christ did for us and so it is 
constant, just like a child's relationship in the family. WE ARE HIS KIDS! 
 

On the other hand, though I am at peace with God through Christ with 
regards to my standing as one of His children, that doesn’t mean that I am 
always at peace in the circumstances of life when the storms come full force 
at me. In those moments I have to find the peace of God to get me through. 
 

Paul addressed this spiritual dynamic when he wrote Philippians 4:6-7 NIV, 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 



petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.”  
 

God's peace is felt by believers. It is experienced. Unlike our "peace with 
God" through faith, this "peace of God" is something that seems to fluctuate, 
especially when our behavior is erratic.  
 

In other words, the more we lean into our relationship with Him and rejoice, 
pray, trust, obey, give thanks, and present various requests to God, the more 
the "peace of God" seems to fill our soul.  
 

The Christian life isn't easy. It is natural to worry, and complain, and try to 
solve everything ourself. We have to growing in our capacity to rely on His 
peace in our storms. It isn't a practice learned over night.  
 

In fact, I think most of us who are believers fully recognize that we are still a 
work in progress. 
 

Christ is the author of our peace with God, which leads to the peace of God. 
One is written in stone, and the other requires a constant return to the source 
of Peace, the Prince of Peace. 
 

God puts a high value on peace. He wants us to come to peace with Him, He 
wants us to experience peace in the difficulties of life and He wants us to live 
at peace with others… 
 

Romans 12:18 NIV, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone.”  
 

Let me close by saying this, The God who calls us to Love, to have Faith, to 
hold on to Hope, and to be at peace with others, is the source of those 
qualities that have made a difference in our lives. If we embrace Him with all 
our being and let Him do more than just scratch the surface in our lives… 
 

He will make a difference in our relationships with others. Knowing God 
through His Son can make a lifechanging powerful difference in your life! 
 

Do you know Him? I invite you to begin a relationship with Him today. If you 
do know Him and want these qualities in greater measure – it’s time to go all 
in! LET’S PRAY! 
 


