
 

2 THESSALONIANS 3:1-5 
 

It is great to be back with you this morning. Laurie and I had a great time on 
our little get away and we’re looking forward to getting back to work here with 
all that God is doing here at Discover. It is exciting! We are in full swing again 
and had 14 people in next steps last week. What a great bunch of people! 
That said, let’s dig right into our lesson today! 
 

In today’s text as Paul begins to wind down his letter to the Thessalonians, it 
sort of sounds a lot like a coach’s halftime speech, or a general’s letter to 
rally the troops—he reminds them of the privileges and responsibilities of 
being on a team. 
 

To illustrate that: To highlight its annual picnic one year, a rather wealthy 
company rented two long rowing boats or racing shells (team rowing) and 
challenged a rival company to a boat race. The rival company accepted. On 
the day of the picnic, everyone entered into the spirit of the event. Women 
wore colorful summer dresses and big, floppy hats. Men wore straw boater 
or skimmer hats and white pants. Bands played and banners waved. Finally, 
the race began. To the dismay of the host company, the rival team 
immediately moved to the front and stayed there for the whole race. It won by 
11 lengths. The management of the host company was embarrassed by its 
showing and swiftly appointed a committee to figure out the reason for the 
failure and make recommendations to improve the host team’s chances in a 
rematch the following year. The committee appointed several task forces to 
study various aspects of the race. They met for three months and issued a 
preliminary report. In essence, the report said that the rival crew had been 
unfair. 
 

"They had eight people rowing and one pilot steering and shouting out the 
beat," the report said. "We had one person rowing and eight pilots." The 
chairman of the board thanked the committee and sent it away to study the 
matter further and make recommendations for the rematch.” 
 

Some folks don’t understand the importance of teamwork. Paul calls for the 
Thessalonians to rally together. He calls them and us to live in accordance 
with the truth of God’s Word. 
 

And if we will do that, if we believe the truth and live out the truth, it will change 
our lives and the lives of those around us. 



 

And when we’re seeing that kind of eternal difference being made in our own 
lives and in the lives around us, rest assured that trouble is around the 
corner. The evil one does not allow souls to be taken from the kingdom of 
darkness without resistance, without a fight. 
 

So, rally together as a team folks. We need each other as we live out the truth 
of God’s Word. In order to do that well, Paul reveals three vital factors that 
insure we win our battles together. The first thing Paul says is… 
 

1. PRAYER - BE IN PRAYER 
 

2 THESSALONIANS 3:1-2, “As for other matters, brothers and sisters, 
pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be 
honored, just as it was with you. And pray that we may be delivered from 
wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith.”  

 

Paul says “you’re my support team—I need you to participate in my mission—
because it’s really our mission.” 
 

Notice that in doing so he highlights the fact that they have moved from being 
prospects to participants: “pray for us that the message of the Lord may 
spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you.” 
 

No team consists only of the frontline players. That isn’t true in basketball, 
baseball, football, or in the military either. 
 

All of us who have trusted in Christ are part of the team and prayer is one 
of our solemn responsibilities.  
 

Even Jesus made it clear how important teamwork and prayer was when He 
said in Luke 10:1-2 NLT, 
 

“The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and sent them ahead in 
pairs to all the towns and places he planned to visit. 2 These were his 
instructions to them: “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray 
to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into 
his fields.” 
 

Jesus said we should pray for the harvest and for the laborers. 
 



Specifically, Paul asks for their prayers in order that “the message of the Lord 
may spread rapidly.” The verb he uses here literally pictures the Word of the 
Lord as running, running to overtake more and more people. 
 

Notice that the Apostle doesn’t say, “Pray for our programs or projects or 
events.” He says, “Pray for our preaching of the Word.”  
 

The apostles knew that the moving forward of their labors was due to God’s 
blessing His Word as they proclaimed it. 
 

The Book of Acts is a historical account of the establishing of God’s church 
in Jerusalem and regions beyond. Right from the beginning the Apostles set 
forth this priority for its ministers in Acts 6:4 ESV, 
 

“But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the Word.” 
 

Not praying for the proclaiming of the Word limits its potential for spreading.  
 

Prayer empowers the Word causing the Word to run or spread swiftly getting 
to more and more hearers. So with that in mind, Paul adds this clause… 
 

2 THESSALONIANS 3:1, “As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for 
us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as 
it was with you. 
 

Pray that it will spread quickly and be honored. This reveals our need to pray 
for the hearts of the people who will hear it. When the Word is received with 
honor it is because the people hearing it have seen it’s worth; it’s value. 
 

Rejecting the Word is the most obvious form of not honoring the Word.  
 

Passively listening or listening with no intention to act on it also dishonors 
it. So be very careful Christian friend! Our positive response to the Word 
honors it. 
 

An unopened or unread Bible also dishonors the Word. Reading the Word 
as part of a meaningless, dead ritual dishonors the Word. Read the Word of 
God daily, or at least very, very, regularly. 
 

Paul adds another thought to the list for our prayers. He says this in Verse 2,  
 

“And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil people, for not 
everyone has faith.” 

 



He further asks for prayers of protection. from those who would try to stop or 
impede the message. 
 

Pray for those who spread the Word. 
Pray for those who hear it to act on it. 
Pray for the protection of those who need it or act upon it. 
 

There is nothing so moving as seeing the lights go on in the mind and the 
heart jumping for joy, by those who act on hearing God’s good news of love. 
 

So lift up prayer for those who spread the word. Pray for Pastors, 
missionaries—our young people in the schools, moms and dads at work and 
in their neighborhoods, that they would take opportunities to spread the Word 
with boldness, and that the message would be received with honor. 
 

Being part of God’s team means that we participate in prayer support. Are we 
praying for people by name who are sharing the Word? Are we calling them 
to see what specific areas we could support them better in when it comes to 
prayer?  
 

The answers to these questions reveal a lot about our team mindedness and 
the sincerity of our prayer participation. 
 

The second vital factor that insures our victory. Paul says is… 
 

II. REASSURANCE - BE REASSURED, 
 

There is great reason to be! Paul says… 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:3, “But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you 
and protect you from the evil one.” 

 

Corrie Ten Boom: Often I have heard people say, "How good God is! We 
prayed that it would not rain for our church picnic, and look at the lovely 
weather!’" Yes, God is good when He sends good weather. But God was 
also good when my sister, Betsie, starved to death before my eyes in a 
German concentration camp. I remember one occasion when I was very 
discouraged there. Everything around us was dark, and there was 
darkness in my heart. I remember telling Betsie that I thought God had 
forgotten us. "No, Corrie," said Betsie, "He has not forgotten us. Remember 
His Word: ’For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His 
steadfast love toward those who fear Him.’" Corrie concludes, "There is an 



ocean of God’s love available--there is plenty for everyone. May God grant 
you never to doubt that victorious love--whatever the circumstances." 

 

Rather than feeling distraught over the present situation in the Thessalonian 
church, Paul and his coworkers were quick to reassure their readers that God 
is faithful. 
 

He is faithful. No matter what circumstances we are in, we can be reassured 
of his hand upon us, strengthening us even through difficulty and protecting 
us from the enemy’s plans and purposes. 
 

Satan is our enemy, and he constantly seeks to destroy the saints. 
 

Brothers and sisters, here is a word of comfort: No matter how badly the 
enemy has ruffed you up, God’s promise is to be with you, you can be 
reassured, God is faithful. 
 

The One who is faithful will guard and protects us. 
 

Philippians 4:4-7 NIV,  “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: 
Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13 NIV, “God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide 
a way out so that you can endure it.” 
 

God is faithful; always has been and always will be! 
 

Hasn’t that reassurance been true for you too? As you have faced your giants; 
giants that seemed impossible to defeat, you only had to remember how 
faithful God had been in all those circumstances to rely on His faithfulness in 
the battle at hand. 
 

HE IS FAITHFUL! Always has been and always will be! Why? 
 

Because it is part of His character! The Lord honors His Word and is 
dependable in His person. He is reliable. Faith in Him is never misplaced. 
 



People may prove fickle, even deceitful, but God is faithful. When we are 
discouraged with people who oppose us or let us down we need to recall the 
faithfulness of God. God in His faithfulness is the source of our strength. 
 

As you pray, thank and praise God for His faithful work of stability and 
protection. 
 

The third vital factor that insures our victory. Paul says is… 
 

III. CONFIDENCE - BE CONFIDENT, 
 

In 2 Thessalonians 3:4 Paul says, “We have confidence in the Lord that 
you are doing and will continue to do the things we command.” 

 

Finally as a part of God’s team, because of His promise to hear and answer 
our prayers and because of His faithfulness, we can be confident in you… 
 

Paul expresses this as his “confidence” but it sounds to me like a coach or a 
commander saying “I have no doubt because of these things, you’ll do what’s 
expected of you.” 
 

And notice the word “command” here. It makes you think military—and that’s 
accurate, the original also has that military feel. 
 

“I know you’ll follow our orders.” 
 

With that gentle reminder, how do you suppose those who might have been 
not really following through on their Christian responsibilities might have felt? 
 

Let me ask another question: how do you think it would go for a private who 
following his commander’s orders the way we sometimes follow the Lord’s? 
 

Roger Staubach who led the Dallas Cowboys to the World Championship 
in ’71 admitted that his position as a quarterback who didn’t call his own 
signals was a source of trial for him. Coach Tom Landry sent in every play. 
He told Roger when to pass, when to run and only in emergency situations 
could he change the play (and he had better be right!). Even though Roger 
considered coach Landry to have a "genius mind" when it came to football 
strategy, pride said that he should be able to run his own team. 

 

Roger later said, "I faced up to the issue of obedience. Once I learned to 
obey there was harmony, fulfillment, and victory." 

 



That sounds a lot like me in my life as a player on God’s team. So often human 
wisdom within me shouts that there’s another way to do things—that I should 
live for my own pleasure, but when I yield to that voice, it doesn’t have the 
results I hope for. 
 

Peace comes when I yield to the commands of Coach Jesus, and play for the 
team. 
 

The faithfulness of God had resulted in the people becoming faithful also.  
 

Paul’s reason for confidence was the conviction that the Thessalonians would 
continue to obey the instructions in this letter of Paul and his co-labors.  
 

They had seen the “in” Christ or Christlike lifestyles of the Thessalonians 
in action already. Their confidence was that since these believers were 
walking in the Lord, He would work in them.  
 

Our consistent union with Christ leads and strengthens us in the work He 
commands us to do. A faithful God raises up a faithful people. 
 

And because God is so faithful to us, we should become more and more 
faithful to Him as we live out our lives. That said, Paul continues with a prayer 
request on their behalf… 
 

Verse 5, “May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s 
perseverance.” 

 

Let me say this another way. 
 

Paul prays that the Lord - Jesus Christ - would open up the way for the 
readers to dive into God’s love in a way that helps them experience the 
steadfastness Christ had, His ability to persevere in His sufferings as He 
relied upon His Father’s love.  
 

He took upon Himself and bore the sin of the world until He had completely 
paid for your sin and mine. He took the rejection and the shame of the cross 
and used it for the redemption of humankind. 
 

His endurance, His unswerving loyalty in the midst of any and all adversity; 
Paul prays that the Lord would give us that! 
 

There is no greater source love or example of strength known to mankind. 
 



As we encounter and experience God’s love our love develops and deepens 
and strengthens us and empowers us in our battles as we live out our faith 
together. 
 

What obstacles are keeping you from following Christ as you know you 
should? What obstacles are keeping you from being faithful to the commands 
of God as you know you should? 
 

You may think you can’t and you’re right, but Christ living His life through you 
can. And besides that, we are in this together, we are a team and I am 
praying for you! 
 
As I have pondered this powerful section of Paul’s letter, I’ve found myself 
humming and singing one of my favorite Christian songs, “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness.” 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided, 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!  
 

He Is always faithful even when we are not! 
 

2 Timothy 2:13 NIV, "If we are faithless, he remains faithful." 
 

Do you know this Jesus who died for you? He loves you and wants the best 
for you. Will you turn to Him? Will you put your trust in Him?  
 

He is the strength you need to experience the love and power of God in your 
life.  
 

We are a team, Rest assured, Be confident! Pray! 
 
Pray with me as I pray for you! 
 


