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Happy Mother’s Day &  Happy Easter What? 
 

More than 250 million Greek & Russian Orthodox Christians worldwide (only 
6 million in North American), observed Easter, last Sunday. It’s a major day 
of celebration on the Julian calendar (we use the Gregorian calendar (1582). 
 

Many families hold a special lunch consisting of turkey or chicken stuffed with 
nuts and served with rice. The afternoon is then spent visiting friends and 
family members who prepare Maamoul shortbread cookies filled with dates 
or nuts and serve them on a plate with other delicacies such as chick peas 
covered with sugar and sweet almonds. 
 

In Greece, lambs are roasted on a spit and wine is provided in abundance. 
The roasted lamb is served in honor of Jesus Christ, who was sacrificed and 
rose again on Easter. Lamb is the most traditional Greek Easter food. 
 

Red-dyed eggs are cracked against each other and the person with the last 
remaining uncracked egg will have good luck. Easter Sunday is a time of 
festivity and people eat, chat or dance throughout the night. 
 

On the island of Crete, many villages prepare for a bonfire effigy of Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus Christ, as described in the New Testament of 
the Bible.  In the lead up to the bonfire event, people gather sticks and 
branches to prepare to burn the effigy. 
 

In Bulgaria, believers celebrate outside churches after midnight liturgy, 
carrying candles to symbolize the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Painted eggs 
are also cracked or smashed and richly-painted Orthodox churches are filled 
with clouds of incense and choir songs. 
 

Today, we're in part five of a message series. Next week we'll start a new 
study on the book of 2 Thessalonians next week. 
 

Today we're concluding our series called “Things Jesus Never Said.” #5  
 

Why in the world would we talk about things Jesus didn't say? Let me explain. 
If you read in certain Bibles, you'll find words that are in red. Those are the 
words of Jesus. When you read the words of Jesus, they are so other worldly.  
 

There is a stark contrast between what Jesus didn't say or what he could've 
said, what He might've said, and the powerfully transforming things He truly 
did say.  
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To start off today’s message, I just wanted to keep it kinda fun, I'll show you 
three things Jesus did not say. What did Jesus not say?  
 

• Blessed those who celebrate Easter according to the Gregorian 
calendar for to them is reserved a special place in the kingdom of God. 
• As often as you gather together—eat roasted lamb, chocolate 
covered bunnies and then color eggs in remembrance of me. 
• Come follow me, and you will no longer fight in the car on the way to 
church. 
 

Some of you are thinking right now, “did he bug our car?” Did he hear me 
yell at the kids and tell them to shut up? We're going to be worshipping 
Jesus in church today and I want you to look like you love one another.  
 

How did I know all about that? I wonder how many of you are feeling a little 
guilty right now? That’s okay, I often feel guilty about that kind of stuff too.  
 

According to a survey, one of the top reasons for guilt is, food guilt. 29% of 
what we eat makes us feel guilty. If you're a man, you feel guilty for about 20 
minutes. If you're a woman, for some reason, you feel more intense guilt that 
lasts longer. I have no idea why. Food guilt. Interesting! 
 

There are all types of guilt. There's mom guilt. If you're a working mom, at 
times you feel guilty that you're not home. If you're at home you sometimes 
feel guilty if you're not working. If you've ever forgot your kids somewhere, 
mom or dad, you felt lots of guilt. 
 

There's general guilt, I'm guilty that I don't do enough to help people, I feel 
guilty that I don't say no when I need to say no. 
 

There's spiritual guilt, I don't serve enough. I don't give enough, I told a lie, 
I was jealous of somebody, I couldn't hold my marriage together, I did my 
best but my best wasn’t enough, so I still feel guilty.  
 

I say bad words, I take God's name in vain. I love Jesus but I still battle with 
looking at lustful images, and feel so very guilty.  
 

What do we do when we find ourselves feeling guilty before God? 
 

Today we’re going to look at what Jesus didn’t say about sin, and 
guilt. 
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We're going to be in Luke's gospel today, Luke 23, and we're going to look at 
the way Luke describes the final hours of Jesus’ life. 
 
Before we go there, let me give you some context. Jesus, instead of wearing 
a golden crown, he was wearing a crown of thorns.  
 

Instead of being surrounded by servants, he was surrounded by thieves. 
Instead of sitting on a throne, we're going to see Jesus hanging on a cross.  
 

And Luke's gospel says this of him, in ... 
 

Luke 23:32-33, “Two other men, [everybody say two] both criminals, were 
also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the place called the 
Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the 
other on his left.” 
 

Okay, how many people were hanging on a cross? Three. 
 

Three were hanging on a cross. Let me talk for just a minute about death by 
crucifixion.  
 

To be executed by crucifixion was a brutal way to die. At the time, it was 
known as the most painful way to die. It was both physically painful and 
shameful to die on a cross.  
 

Our English vocabulary reveals the physical pain associated with crucifixion. 
If you've ever heard the phrase excruciating pain, ex means out of, 
cruciating means cross, crucifix. Excruciating means out of the cross.  
 

It was shameful because one, they would strip you down naked to further 
humiliate you. And two, scripture actually says that it's shameful, or cursed, 
for anyone who dies on a tree.  
 

And the pain and shame all started prior to the crucifixion. It all started with a 
horrifying scourging. The Roman soldiers would take a whip that had glass or 
nails woven into it, take off the victim’s shirt and whip them 39 times across 
your back, shredding the flesh down to the bone. You would lose so much 
blood that you would often go into a state of shock.  
 

Once they recovered enough to stand to their feet, they would then be made 
to carry their own cross to the place where the soldiers would take seven inch 
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stakes and drive them through your wrist, and through your heels. These 
would be the means of fixing the body you up on the cross.  
 

Once they were upright, the only way that they could get a breath, would be 
by pushing themselves up by their feet. They would do this for a long as they 
could, often for two to four days.  
 

Eventually you would either die by suffocating, or from sheer exhaustion.  
 

On day number four, if they were still alive, as an act of mercy, the guards 
would take clubs and break their legs so they'd no longer have the ability to 
push themselves up, and then they would suffocate, and die a brutal death.  
 

This excruciating and shameful way to die was reserved for the worst of the 
worst criminals. 
 

In other words, the two criminals hanging next to Jesus, they weren't 
pickpockets. They had done something horrible, deserving of this very painful 
and shameful way to die.  
 

Three people were there hanging on the cross. Jesus, in the middle of this, 
as the crowd was spitting on him, imagine that, cursing at him, he looks up to 
heaven and he prays.  
 

What Jesus did not pray was God, send a 1,000 mighty angels with swords, 
and wipe 'em out. No, what he did pray was… 
 

Luke 23:34, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
 

Scripture goes on to say that one of the criminals hurled insults at Jesus.  
 

Luke 23:39, “One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: 
“Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”  
 

This arrogant, very guilty, prideful man saw no need whatsoever for mercy, 
grace, or even a Savior. No, he wasted his breath hurling insults at Jesus.  
 

Luke 23:40-41, “But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he 
said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for 
we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 
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Isn’t that amazing! He said we're punished justly for we're getting what our 
deeds deserve. 
 

The other criminal recognized that the punishment they we're getting for their 
actions was fair, it was just, “we’re getting what we deserve.” 
 

Now, play along with me, I'm going to give you a statement, and if you know 
the end of the statement, just say it out loud. Ready? Here's the first one.  
 

What goes around? - Comes around. Good! 
 

Your past will come back to? - Haunt you. Right! 
 

And lastly, If you make your bed, you gotta? - Lie in it or sleep in it. Correcto! 
 

These are all different ways to say, “you're gonna get what you? - Deserve 
 

YOU GET WHAT YOU DESERVE 
 

If you're anything like me, there's self righteous part of me that actually likes 
that someone gets what they deserve after they've done something wrong.  
 

Maybe I shouldn’t admit that publicly. I'm sure you’re much holier than I am.  
 

For instance, when someone drives by me at 90 miles an hour, in a sports 
car, acting like they own the road, and seven or eight miles later down the 
road, they're pulled over, There's a part of me that does this. You get what 
you deserve buddy! You with me? 
 

I mean, when your grandchild is giving your son or daughter a run for their 
money, you’ve never thought… I was praying you’d get a kid just like you! 
 

Yes, there's a sick part of me that likes when somebody gets what they 
deserve, except for when it's me. I don't want to get what I deserve.  
 

The second criminal said we're punished justly, we're getting what our 
deeds deserve.  But then he looks at Jesus and he said but this man, 
Jesus, he's done nothing wrong.  
 

Then look at what this criminal, who's aware of his own sin says. He looks at 
Jesus and says… 
 

Luke 23:42, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
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And look at what Jesus did not say.  
 

Jesus didn't look at him and say, nah, sorry buddy, you got on my nerves 
and you're going to hell. After the way you lived, what you did, I can forgive 
a lotta things, but not your sins, you've gone too far, you've done too much, 
it's too late for you. You had your chance, but you missed it.  
 
Jesus didn’t say, you get what you deserve! He didn't say that. 
 

Let me tell you what he did say, and to whom he did say it.  
 

He said it to a criminal who couldn't do a single thing to earn his right 
standing with God.  
 

He said it to a person who couldn't do a single good work, 'cause his 
hands were spiked to a tree. He couldn't turn over a new leaf. He couldn't 
get baptized, he couldn't join a church, he couldn't give an offering, he 
couldn't even lift his hands up to God, because his hands were bound. He 
couldn't do a single thing to earn any right standing with God.  
 

Jesus looked at this guilty, sinful and penitent man, and said…  
 

Luke 23:43, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 

Your sins will be forgiven. Even though you can't earn it, and there's nothing 
you can do to deserve it. I’ll show you grace, and you'll be with me in paradise.  
 

But wait a minute, that's not fair. He didn't deserve that.  
 

Let me tell you what, I don't deserve His grace either. I don't deserve it in any 
way, shape or form. I don’t deserve to be preaching to you today. 
 

I walked away from Bible college, church and the Lord years ago. I chose to 
make my own path and messed up my life. I mistreated my wife and my 
children, I disrespected my parents, dishonored God, and abused my body 
self-medicating. I couldn’t fix it!  
 

My business was successful, I accumulated lots of toys, I was acting in 
commercials and sadly, I was acting like I was satisfied and fulfilled in my life, 
but I really wasn’t. I was an absent husband and father and my family would 
have been better off without me! Honestly!  
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I felt helpless and ashamed. I wasn’t just an absent, I was a terrible father 
and husband when I was around. The guilt was overwhelming.  
 

The only way I know how to describe it, and some of you, you're gonna know 
exactly what I mean when I say this, I was dead on the inside. Dead. No joy, 
no meaning. Dead on the inside.  
 

I had walked away from the church and Christians and eventually the Lord 
because I held them in contempt for their hypocrisy and in the end, I had 
become the biggest hypocrite of all. 
 

I had put all my confidence in my abilities and accomplishments and they 
couldn’t satisfy me. On a trip to Ecuador, simple, poor, humble people showed 
me the riches I had left behind because of my graceless unforgiving heart. 
  

As I took a deep look into my own unworthiness, I recognized not only my 
need to forgive but remembered the offenses that I needed to make right.  
 

Eventually, I learned the importance of just serving God as I served His 
people. As I came to grips with my own imperfections and failures, the 
imperfections of others didn’t sidetrack me and get my eyes off Jesus. 
 

And when I eventually surrendered my life for His service, I had this vision 
during my missionary commissioning service of a man at a plow who took his 
hands off the plow and looking back and when I looked into his face it was 
me. I felt such shame and unworthiness to be commissioned! But a voice in 
my head said, Mark, you are not worthy to serve me because of your 
unfaithfulness, but because of my grace I will use you! 
 

No! I don't deserve to be preaching to you today in any way, shape or form.  
  

But because of his great love for me, my good God, who is rich in mercy, 
made me alive with Christ, even when I was dead in my self-righteousness, 
dead in my transgressions, he made me live.  
 

Folks, I hope somebody listening today will find this grace, feel it, believe it 
and embrace it for themselves.  
 

Jesus did not come just to make bad people good. 
Jesus came to make dead people alive. 

Our God is that good. 
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Ephesians 2:4-9, “…Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved…For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
 

Imagine for a moment, what it must have felt like for that undeserving criminal 
to hear Jesus’ words. You will be with me today in paradise. Jesus said, you 
are undeserving but you're forgiven, your sins will not be held against you.  
 

Imagine if the Roman guards had heard that, and thought well, we might as 
well let this guy go. All is forgiven!! I know, it didn’t happen… 
 

But imagine if it had. What if they had taken this criminal, this guilty guy, and 
let him down off the cross? What do you think the rest of his life would have 
looked like? What would his life had looked like after someone else died, so 
he could live? 
 

You know that every moment, every day, he would not be able to forget what 
that innocent man did for him. He would live His life different, fully devoted to 
the one who gave it all to him. By his grace, I am saved. 
 

If I can imagine that, I think you can too.  It's because his story is our story. 
We too are undeserving, unworthy, guilty, and the innocent one, Jesus, the 
Lamb of God, the Son of God, was slain for our sins.  
 

I live everyday passionately for him, because every day I'm aware I didn't get 
what I deserved.  
 

Do you feel guilty—unworthy—unlovable—ashamed? 
Jesus doesn’t say—You get what you deserve! 
 

Hey, I’m not here because I’m good—I’m here because He is good! 
 

I thank God for his grace, I thank God for his word, I thank God for what he 
says in Psalm 103:10-12 
 

“He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 
iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love 
for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he 
removed our transgressions from us.” 
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Jesus, got what He didn’t deserve, so a penitent criminal could get what he 
didn’t deserve and couldn’t earn; forgiveness and new life. 
 

If your guilt is heavy, confess it to him. Our God is faithful and just to forgive 
all sins, and to cleanse us from all righteousness. You are not here by 
accident; you are here to experience the good news of God’s grace through 
Jesus.  
 

If you feel dead on the inside, Jesus didn't come to make bad people good. 
He came to make dead people alive, and for that, we give him glory, we give 
him honor.  
 

PRAYER: Father, today, work in the hearts of your people. Help those who 
follow Jesus be ever aware of your grace in their lives, so that they can better 
serve others and reflect your love to the undeserving. God thank you for a 
church full of people, ready to show that kind of grace. 
 

Maybe you who came here today feeling a lack of joy and fulfillment in your 
life; almost like you’re a little bit dead on the inside. Maybe you’re carrying 
around the weight of your guilt.  
 

Maybe you are feeling now like there's something drawing you toward the 
things of God. What is that? That’s the loving kindness of God. You’re not 
here by accident. God's grace is drawing you. He's drawing you to Jesus His 
son, who is perfect in every way, yet He died on the cross for you, and rose 
again, so that anyone, and this includes you, doesn't matter who you are, 
doesn't matter what you've done, doesn't matter how dark your life feels, 
doesn't matter how heavy the guilt is, anyone who calls on his name would 
be saved, forgiven and given new life.  
 

If that is you today, Pray with me: Heavenly Father, I surrender my life 
completely to you. Jesus, save me. Forgive my sins. Make me brand new. Fill 
me with your spirit, so I can show your love, in all I do. My life is not my own. 
I give it to you. In Jesus name I pray. Amen! 


