
 
2 Thessalonians 1:5-12 

 

Last week we looked at Paul’s introduction to the second Thessalonian letter. 
In it he thanked God for their growing faith and love, and for their patience 
and faithfulness in times of trial and persecution.  
 

In our study on first Thessalonians I mentioned that the Thessalonian 
believers were suffering for their faith and that they had become fearful that 
they had missed the Lord’s return.  
 

Paul set them straight in the first letter, and it’s evident that his assuring words 
helped because their growth in faith and love powerfully continued without 
interruption. Suffering for their faith, however, had also continued unabated. 
 

So it was important to Paul to write this young church again to encourage 
them in their suffering. 
 

Today, as we finish chapter 1, we’re going to revisit the subject of suffering.  
 

Cause, let’s face it, until we see Jesus, we are going to continue to endure 
suffering just like people have since the time of Abel. 
 

As we consider our text today, I want to set forth for you three certainties 
about the suffering that Paul mentions here. If understood properly, they 
can help us endure times of personal suffering. Let’s read our text now. 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:4-7a NIV, “Among God’s churches we boast about your 
perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. 5 
All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be 

counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 6 God is 
just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to 

you who are troubled, and to us as well. 
 

MARK’S VERSION: “You guys are so inspiring, we can’t stop talking about 
you, the way you persevere, the way you keep growing in your faith and in 
love for one another, despite all the persecution and trials you have been 
suffering. And all of that just proves that God’s judgment is right.  
 

Christians who suffer for the sake of the kingdom rightly get the kingdom. 
 

Yes, God is just! God will deliver pay back to those who trouble you now and 
relieve you of the suffering they cause you. 



 

2 Thessalonians 1:7b-10 NIV, “This will happen when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8 He will 

punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out 

from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might 10 on the day 
he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all 

those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our 
testimony to you.” 

 

MARK’S VERSION: This will all happen when Jesus returns in power with 
His angels to judge. 
 

Those who do not know God and have not obeyed the good news of Jesus, 
they will suffer perpetual doom shut out from the presence of the Lord Jesus 
Christ they have rejected. That happens when He comes back and is united 
with and celebrated by those who have believed in the good news we 
proclaimed to you. 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 NIV, With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, 
that our God may make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he 
may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your every deed 
prompted by faith. 12 We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may 
be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

MARK’S VERSION: “With all that in mind, that believers who suffer for the 
kingdom get the kingdom and find relief from their sufferings. And those who 
do not believe and inflict hardship on those who do believe, God will pay back 
with hardship. Those who oppose the kingdom will be shut out of the kingdom 
at His coming. With all that in mind… we constantly pray that God will make 
you worthy of His calling… that He will continue to grow you stronger in your 
faith and love for one another despite the suffering and that in that process 
He will also make all your good desires and good deeds prompted by faith 
happen just as you hoped. And we pray this so that Jesus’ name will be lifted 
up by all those who know you and that you would be lifted up through Him 
according to the graciousness of God and Jesus.” 
 

Paul says, you guys are doing an incredible job enduring all kinds of trials and 
persecution for your faith, and, verse 5… 
 



“All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 
 

The first certainty about suffering Paul mentions is that… 
 

1. BELIEVERS ARE RECKONED AS WORTHY RECIPIENTS OF GOD’S 
KINGDOM WHEN THEY SUFFER FOR THEIR FAITH. 
 

He is saying, “If you suffer for the kingdom, you justifiably receive it!” 
 

That just demonstrates the rightness of God’s judgment. 
 

Now, to elaborate, let me clarify 3 things here:  
 

a. Paul isn’t specifically talking about the everyday sufferings of life.  
 

He is speaking about sufferings endured for the sake of the kingdom (for the 
sake of your faith). 
 

What does suffering for the sake of the kingdom or for your faith look like? 
 

He makes that clear in verses 11… 
 

“With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you 
worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your 
every desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith.” 
 

The good desires prompted by your faith. 
The good deeds prompted by your faith. 
 

When you live life for the sake of the kingdom – for the sake of your faith - it 
changes your desires. Those desires, dreams or goals are for goodness. 
And those desires and dreams prompted by faith, produce good deeds or 
actions. 
 

Now, for us as Christians, those two thoughts cover a pretty large area of our 
lives. There’s a broader application than just being martyrs for preaching 
Jesus in the streets.  
 

If your good desires and actions as a Christian cause you to suffer ridicule 
and retaliation as you address the school board or the city council or your 
boss or coworkers or your teachers and peers, that is suffering for the sake 
of the kingdom and God wants to make those desires and actions yield fruit. 
 
 



Second clarification I would like to make: 
 

b. Paul isn’t suggesting that suffering for your faith earns you a ticket 
to heaven.  
 

Admittance into the kingdom of God is based on a salvation that is acquired 
by putting one’s faith in God and His gift of redemption to us through the 
atoning sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ. 
 

Romans 3:23-25 NIV, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came 
by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through 
the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith.” 
 

You see, salvation is by grace through faith. God has freely provided 
everything for our salvation – it is His gift to us; that is what the Bible calls 
GRACE. All we have to do is embrace it. Each of us must put our faith in that 
grace plus nothing, and that means it isn’t plus our suffering or worthiness.  
 

It is our unworthiness that prompted God to make a way for our salvation. 
 

And yet, what He is saying here is, that some of us - who choose to live life 
in a God honoring way, will suffer for it, and as a result, they will be counted 
worthy of the gift they have already obtained through Christ.  
 

Paul isn’t suggesting that suffering for your faith earns you a ticket to heaven.  
 

Last clarification I want to make about suffering… 
 

c. Paul isn’t suggesting that suffering is something God causes in our 
lives’ to make us worthy of the kingdom. 
 

The persecution and suffering of believers for their faith isn’t something God 
ordains or causes in order to accomplish good things in a Christian’s life. 
 

God certainly does use those sufferings, but our Good and Righteous and 
Sinless God doesn’t spend His days looking for ways to motivate people to 
do evil things to His followers to make them better. That’s just dumb. 
 

If that logic were true then we might all answer Paul’s question in Romans 
6:1 a little differently. 
 

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?” 
(Should we do bad things so we can experience more of God’s good grace?) 



 

Paul Says in verse 2. “Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any 
longer in it?” Ludacris Logic! 
 

If sin is dead to you, how could you live a life continuing in it? NONSENSE! 
If there is no sin in God, how could He be the origin of sin or evil? 
 

John makes it clear in His first epistle chapters 1&3 … 
“In Him there is no darkness” 
“In Him there is no sin” 
“Those who are His do not walk in Darkness or sin.” 
Darkness and sin do not define their life’s walk, their lifestyle. 
 

God will never cause people or Satan or demons to do dark or sinful things 
to make good stuff happen! God didn’t go to Satan and say, hey Satan, why 
don’t you mess up my servant Job a bit. No, it was the opposite! 
 

So yes, He sometimes removes His protection that shields people from these 
things but God doesn’t control the thoughts of beings to do evil. 
 

All that said, back to our first certainty. Believers are Reckoned as Worthy 
Recipients of God’s Kingdom When They Suffer for Their Faith. 

 

How does suffering for our faith make us more worthy of the kingdom? 
 

Peter explains it like this in 1 Peter 5:8-11. “Be alert and of sober mind. Your 
enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the 
family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of 
sufferings [sufferings caused by the enemy]. And the God of all grace, who 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, 
will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him 
be the power for ever and ever. Amen.”  
 

We have an enemy who causes us to suffer for our faith. In fact, he wants to 
destroy us. But we have a God of ALL Grace who is ready to restore us, and 
strengthen us, and stabilize us so we can get through what we’re going 
through. And those who suffer for the kingdom rightfully receive the kingdom. 
 

2ND CERTANITY. NO SUFFERING GOES UNNOTICED BY GOD 
 

Now, if you are suffering for your faith, remember that God sees it all.  
Look at 2 Thessalonians 1:6, 



 

“God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you…”  
 

You see, even though it may seem that evil has the upper hand in your life; 
God will bring it to ruin. 
 

The devil may be having a heyday in your life. Unbelievers may be giving you 
hell right here on earth. Each step you take trying to serve the Lord may 
appear to be getting you further and further in the hole, but you can count on 
this one thing – God is going to turn the tables one day and those that are 
bringing suffering into your life are going to get theirs. 
 

I have seen this come to pass in my own life so many times. And God fights 
my battles. People can be mean – even vicious. They don’t see it that way 
but as James says, “out of the same mouth comes praises and curses. 
Their tongues are a fire, set on fire by hell.”  They speak evil against you, 
they accuse you of things that are just not true, they pass it along to their 
friends and tarnish your name. But God has a way of setting things right. They 
come to ruin and can’t figure out why. 
 

Justice. God is Just, He will repay! 
 

For those of us that are victims, it’s easier to endure suffering when we know 
that those who afflict us will not escape justice.  
 

Now that promise may not eliminate the pain of suffering, but it does 
reduce its insult. It vindicates our innocence and limits evil’s success.  
 

Then 2 Thessalonians 1:7 adds something more... 
“God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give 

relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well.” 
 

There isn’t just pay back for tormentors, the tormented will find rest.  
 

Look, let’s be clear here: suffering is part of life, especially for those who live 
godly lives. God doesn’t promise to always put those fires of sufferings out. 
 

He can and will sometimes - but that isn’t the promise.  
 

The promise is: when we suffer, if we will lean into Him, He’ll walk through 
suffering with us and give us rest. We can unload our difficulties on Him and 
He will lighten our load. 
 



Matthew 11:28-30 NIV, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke 
is easy and my burden is light.” 
 

God knows when we are suffering. He knows how worn down we can get, 
how we despair when we think we can’t take any more, so even though 
suffering may take its toll on us He shows a way for us to experience rest in 
this lifetime. It is only a taste of the spectacular eternal rest that awaits us. 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:7b-10 describes the event that ushers in coming justice.  
 

“This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing 
fire with his powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who do not know God 
and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished 

with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of his might 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in 

his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have 
believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you.” 

 

Let me tell you that is going to be a spectacular day! It’s a day that you either 
dread or look forward to. It is the day we studied about in 1 Thessalonians 
chapter 4 and 5. It’s the day when Christ returns to receive His people and 
execute judgment on the earth! 
 

Listen, the principle is pretty simple! Blame God all you want, but how life and 
eternity go for you is your choice. Those who refuse to embrace God’s loving 
grace and presence here, will be shut out from His presence forever.  
 

Live a life embracing His presence in your life, and you get it for eternity.  
 

Cause suffering or anguish for those who are part of His kingdom here and 
you’ll inherit your own kingdom of suffering and anguish later. 
 

God has gone overboard trying to give everyone the best life possible here – 
and the best life eternally speaking.  
 

As I said before, when God sent His Son He said, “Your going to Hell over 
my dead body.” And yet people still choose to step over Christ’s dead body 
to get there. They disregard (disobey) the good news of Jesus. And that 
choice of living a life separated from God has eternal consequences; shut 
Him out here and you shut Him out later. 



 

For us who embrace Him, we await what verse 10 says, 
“He comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all 

those who have believed.” 
 

That’s going to be a glorious day like no other we’ve ever imagined. I want to 
tell you that in that day you won’t think a second thought about any suffering 
you did on this old earth.  
 

Romans 8:16-17 NKJV. Paul said, “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 
glorified together. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 
 

I agree, suffering for Christ isn’t a pleasant thing – we all like comfort and 
peace and happiness, but suffering for Christ is a natural occurrence for those 
who desire to share God’s goodness and who are prompted by faith to do 
good deeds in His name. So sometimes we have to endure suffering.  
 

And don’t worry, that suffering will not go unnoticed by God. He will use it and 
He will make it all right when He returns – and besides all of that, there’s no 
suffering in the world that compares to the glory that we’ll know when Jesus 
comes back! Which brings me to my last certainty for the day… 
 

3. YOUR APPROACH TO SUFFERING IS A WINDOW TO YOUR HEART. 
 

It is said that on a wall in his bedroom the famous preacher Charles Spurgeon 
had a plaque with Isaiah 48:10 on it:  
 

“See, I have refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace 
of affliction."  
 

Spurgeon wrote about affliction, “In the furnace, beauty is marred, fashion is 
destroyed, strength is melted, glory is consumed; yet here eternal love 
reveals its secrets..." 
 

For Paul the Christian life was one of suffering. The same could be said of a 
multitude of Christ’s followers, many of whom were killed for their faith.  
 

When Christ said that followers must “deny themselves and take up their 
crosses and follow me,” He was indicating that it isn’t easy to be His followers.  
 



Someone rightly said that salvation may be free, but it’s not cheap. Jesus 
offers no cheap grace, no easy life. Desiring goodness and doing good deeds 
in His name – will get you in trouble. Those things will cause suffering! 
 

And our attitude towards that sort of suffering is a window to our hearts. 
 

That attitude reveals something about the heart of a person, about the great 
love of their lives.  
 

Do you remember in the Sermon on the Mount that Jesus was teaching about 
fasting? He made this statement: 
 

Matthew 6:16-18 NIV, “When you fast, do not look somber as the 
hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. 

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 17 But when you fast, 
put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to 
others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” 
 

I think the same principle applies to suffering as it does to fasting here. The 
question in your suffering is this:  
 

Who are you making your suffering all about? Will it be about you or about 
God and His kingdom? Will you steal the show or will you honor and glorify 
God in your suffering?  
 

Paul was praying that the Thessalonian believers would grasp that the 
ultimate goal was to glorify Jesus in their suffering in  verse 12,  
 

“With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you 
worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every 
desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. We pray this so 
that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, 
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

When some people suffer for Christ, they want the world to know about it. We 
can all be guilty of this if we’re not careful.  
 

We like to tell people that we’re suffering. We like to show it. We like to get 
people feeling sorry for us and we can really put on a show in our suffering 
– and you know what? It quickly becomes about us getting attention rather 
than Jesus getting glory. 
 



When we suffer for Christ, we must accept it in the grace that He alone can 
give. God alone is our strength, our courage, our wisdom and our source of 
endurance.  
 

Gladly accepting the suffering that comes our way can only be done as we 
walk in the Spirit, as we are filled with His presence, as He lives His life 
through us.  
 

That takes daily surrender, especially when our faith is under fire. And you 
can’t avoid suffering when you live for Jesus and His kingdom. So when it 
comes, don’t draw attention to your great suffering – draw attention to Jesus 
and in Him you will find your strength. 
 

The more we come to know Jesus Christ and recognize His faithfulness in 
our lives, the more we find ourselves able to place our trust in Him to do what 
He has promised. Jesus has promised that He is using our sufferings to grow 
us up and transform us into His likeness.  
 

He has promised that if we lean into Him He will carry our loads and that one 
day He is going to return and give us an eternal rest from all our suffering, 
and He will punish those who cause us to suffer.  
 

Like I said, the principle is pretty simple! Those who refuse to embrace God’s 
loving grace and presence here, will be shut out from His presence forever.  
 

Live a life embracing His presence in your life, and you get it for eternity.  
 

God has gone overboard trying to give everyone the best life possible here – 
and the best life eternally speaking.  
 

He sent His Son and said, “Your going to Hell over my dead body.” Embrace 
what God has done for you through His Son Jesus. 
 

Don’t disregard the good news of Jesus. The choice of living a life separated 
from God has temporal and eternal consequences. Embracing Him has 
temporal and eternal consequences too. 
 

Surrender your life to Him even in your sufferings and join us who follow Him 
and look forward to the day when He will be glorified in us His people and 
marveled at by all who have believed. That’s going to be a glorious day like 
no other we’ve ever imagined.  If you would like to do that this morning you 
can Pray with Me! 


