
 

2 Thessalonians:  INTRODUCTION & Challenge 
 

Today we begin a study in the second letter to the Thessalonians. We just 
finished a 9-week study on first Thessalonians that began in January and 
finished in March. So, if you missed any of that you can visit us on 
discoverchurchmaine.com and click on latest messages. In that letter Paul 
wrote about Jesus’ return to encourage them and to answer two questions 
about it. 1st, What will happen to those that die before Jesus returns? 2nd, 
When will Jesus return? 
 

It appears that they needed a good bit more instruction concerning the subject 
of Jesus’ return, so in 2 Thessalonians, which was written just months after 
the first letter, Paul addresses this subject in more detail. 
 

The Christian faith has always been characterized by a strong and focused 
belief in the Second Coming of Jesus as its most distinctive element.  
 

From the day Jesus ascended into heaven His followers have lived with the 
expectancy of His promised return.  
 

It is our most important belief concerning the future. Yet, then as now, there 
has been much misunderstanding and mistreatment of the Return of the Lord.  
 

Some who’ve suffered intense persecution over the years have needed the 
assurance and hope that a correct belief in Christ’s return provides.  
 

While others have used it to justify their idleness and mismanagement of 
earthly responsibilities; saying they’re focused on heavenly things; “the return 
of Christ.” Today, we will begin a study that digs deeper into this 
teaching! 
 

With that said, let’s begin by reading the first 4 verses. 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, “Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace 
to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We ought always to 
thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because your faith 
is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is 
increasing. Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your 
perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.” 
 

 



Paul begins this letter by naming the same three men he mentioned in 1 
Thessalonians 1:1. “Paul and Silas and Timothy,” He sends greetings and 
writes this letter on behalf of all three of them. 
 

They had been together when the church was founded according to Acts 16 
& 17 and they were still together when this letter was written.  
 

They had been in Corinth for some time. Though several months apart, he 
wrote both letters from there.  
 

In this letter, it seems highly likely that Paul is responding to a recent response 
and update to his first letter. 
 

Some of the news was good: the Thessalonians were continuing to grow 
and to remain faithful to Christ in spite of persecution. But some was bad: 
false teaching concerning the Lord’s return had entered the church and was 
causing confusion and leading some of the Christians to quit their jobs. 
 

In view of these reports Paul felt constrained to write this letter. He applauds 
them for their growth, corrects their doctrinal error about the day of the Lord, 
and warned them of its consequences. 
 

This is thought to be the third letter of all the letters he wrote to churches. His 
first was written to the Galatians and then the next two to the Thessalonians. 
Second Thessalonians was written in the early a.d. 50s. 
 

1. First, let me give a little background about Silas and Timothy. 
 

As seen in the book of Acts, Silas was one of Paul's faithful partners in 
ministry. Like Paul, he was a Jew who held Roman citizenship and had both 
a Jewish (Aramaic) name (Silas) and a Roman one (Silvanus). 
 

Silas was a new testament prophet and considered one of the “leading men 
among the brethren” by the Jerusalem council. He was chosen to accompany 
Paul on his missionary journeys after Barnabus parted company with him. He 
and Paul were given the task of delivering their decisions with regards to the 
council’s expectations on gentile believers when it came to the Mosaic law.  
 

He was with Paul in the Philippian jail, where they sang praises and prayed 
and witnessed the jailer's dramatic conversion after an earthquake 
supernaturally loosed all the prisoners’ chains, he ministered with Paul in 
Thessalonica and then in Berea and finally in Corinth.  
 



Later, he became Peter's co-worker and carried 1 Peter to its readers. 
 

Timothy was Paul's beloved protege or son in the faith. He was a native of 
Lystra, a city in Asia Minor, the son and grandson of believing Jewish women 
but had a Gentile father.  
 

Paul and Silas met Timothy on the second missionary journey. Paul was 
impressed enough with him to add him to his missionary team. Though 
Timothy was younger than either Paul or Silas, he quickly became Paul's 
most valuable assistant.  
 

Paul's trust in Timothy was so great that he frequently served as his envoy 
and representative (1 Thess. 3; Acts 19; 1 Cor. 4 & 16; Phil. 2; 1 Tim. 1).  
 

Paul wrote two inspired letters to him and mentioned him in eight others.  
 

2 Thessalonians 1:1 continues, “Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church 
of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

 

2. Background on THE CITY OF THESSALONICA 
 

Thessalonica was founded about 315 B.C. by Cassander, one of Alexander 
the Great's generals, who became king of Macedonia after his death.  
 

Cassander built this city on the site of an older town named Therme (because 
of nearby hot springs there), and named the new settlement, after his wife, 
the half-sister of Alexander the Great, Thessalonica. 
 

The Romans conquered Macedonia in 168 B.C. and made it a Roman 
province, dividing it into four republics and naming Thessalonica the capital 
of one of them. Because of the people’s loyalty to Rome there, it was made 
a free city in 42 B.C.; which meant it was free from certain taxes and it was 
allowed self-government. 
 

It quickly became the largest and most important city in the Roman province 
of Macedonia. It was a thriving seaport.  
 

From the seaport, it spread up the slopes of the hills overlooking the harbor. 
It had a multicultural population of about 250k people, including native Greeks 
and Romans, sailors, travelers, tradesmen, and businessmen from various 
other nations made their home there. The Jewish presence in Thessalonica 
was significant and influential. 
 



Thessalonica's greatest asset was its location on the Egnatian Way, the 
major Roman highway heading east-west from what is now Albania to 
Byzantium (Constantinople; Istanbul).  
 

Downtown Main street was part of that great highway linking Rome with the 
eastern regions of the empire. This major route helped it become a busy 
center of trade and commerce. Noting the importance of Thessalonica's 
strategic location William Barclay writes the following, 
 

“It is impossible to overstress the importance of the arrival of Christianity in 
Thessalonica. If Christianity was settled there, it was bound to spread East 
along the Egnatian Road until all Asia [Minor] was conquered and West until 
it stormed even the city of Rome. The coming of Christianity to Thessalonica 
was crucial in the making of it into a world religion.”  
 

It is no wonder the Holy Spirit and the spirit of Jesus (Acts 16) kept Paul and 
his companions from going to Asia Minor or Bithynia. God knew that this city 
would accomplish all of that and more. 
 

That is why after blocking their way there, God gave Paul a vision of a man 
of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and 
help us.” 
 

After Paul and his companion’s arrival there, they had great success and 
founded this thriving church. 
 

Their success enraged the unbelieving Jews, creating an uproar that forced 
the missionary team to leave.  
 

Thessalonica is one of the few cities visited by Paul that has existed 
continuously from his day to modern times. Today Thessalonica 
(Thessaloniki) remains one of Greece's most important cities, with a 
population of nearly 400,000. 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:1 continues, “Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of 
the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

3. A recognition of THE TRUE FOUNDER OF THEIR CHURCH. 
 

The letter immediately states the fatherhood of our God. What does the 
word Father imply? When you think of a Father, what comes to mind?  
 



I immediately think of a Father as a protector and provider, one who cares for 
and sustains, one who loves and disciplines.  
 

All the things that a father should do for his children, God the Father 
does for His churches. They are important to Him. Don’t Dis on them! 

 

The other designation is Lord: we are in the Lord Jesus Christ. What does 
the word Lord imply?  
 

It implies authority, leadership, and ownership. So, to be in the Lord would 
mean that we are under His charge, under His authority. We are His. We 
belong to Him! 
 

Paul greets the church in this way to remind them that they are a family in 
the care of a Father and that they are servants in the charge of their Lord. 
 

As in so many other places in the New Testament, Jesus Christ is placed on 
an equal level with God the Father. 
 

A church is an assembly of individuals who are in Christ by faith in His 
atoning death and are therefore the children of God. 
 

And therefore, grace and peace are given to you by both God the Father and 
Jesus Christ His Son (v.2). 
 

The truth that Christians are in personal and spiritual union with God is unique 
to Christianity. Other religions don’t speak of themselves as being in their god.  
 

But the Bible teaches that those who put their faith in Christ “become 
partakers of the divine nature,” sharing eternal life with God through Jesus.  
 

Galatians 2:20 NIV, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
 

2 Peter 1:4 NIV, “Through these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.” 
 

Out of that living union flows grace and peace.  
 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-2, “Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and 

peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 



 

These blessings meet our greatest need. “Grace” is “God’s Riches At 
Christ’s Expense.” It is God’s undeserved favor which He freely gives to all 
who accept Jesus Christ’s substitutionary work for them on the cross by faith.  
 

As we saw last week, God gives us the opposite of what we deserve. He 
offers blessing instead of judgment. This blessing is the grace of God. 
 

Peace is the wholeness which grace brings. “Peace” is what we now enjoy 
since we don’t have to walk on eggshells in our relationship with God!  
 

Our sin and its consequences have been paid for by Christ.  
 

So as Christians, we experience the peace of God as a result of Christ’s 
continuing work in our lives, even in the midst of trials and persecution.  
 

This was what Paul was reminding the Thessalonians of in this 2nd letter. Both 
grace and peace are gifts that sum up the gospel.  
 

Grace is God's undeserved favor to the sinner, and peace is the result of that 
favor. It is no wonder that they appear in the greetings of all of Paul's letters. 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:3, “We ought always to thank God for you, brothers 
and sisters, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, 
and the love all of you have for one another is increasing.” 
 

4. Paul gives thanks for THEIR GROWING FAITH & LOVE. 
 

What a great church! Paul thanked God continually for the Thessalonians.  
 

Matter of fact, he said “we ought to always thank God for you.” The 
Thessalonian’s spiritual growth compelled them, even more, obligated them 
to express thanks to God for them.  
 

Why did He see it their duty to express thanks to God? Two reasons: their 
faith was growing & their love for each other was increasing. 
 

Notice that the issues in the church didn’t keep Paul from being extremely 
thankful for the strong spiritual character of the church.  
 

The initial seed of faith that sprouted when they first became Christians and 
now was exploding with growth. They had a great love for Christ and others 
that would see them through some dark moments. 
 



According to Romans 5:5, “God’s love has been poured out into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” 
 

This genuine Christian love is a self-sacrificial love that will even put the 
needs of others before our own.  
 

The word Paul uses here for “increasing” means “superabundantly” and 
paints the picture of a river overflowing its banks.  
 

Most of us have some boundaries in our minds of how far we will go in loving 
someone. Overflowing love is love that goes beyond those barriers.  
 

True love is that which seeks the will of God in the life of the loved one. 
 

Their lives through the power of the Holy Spirit had been changed by God’s 
love poured out in them. That change was so evident that they were gaining 
a reputation throughout the region for their love and faithfulness.  
 

2 Thessalonians 1:4 NIV, “Therefore, among God’s churches we boast 
about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are 
enduring.” 
 

Faith and love will always grow and overflow as you come to know more and 
more about the one in whom you have placed your faith. 
 

And Paul doesn’t stop there. He says we are boasting about the 
perseverance of your growing faith and love in spite of the persecution and 

trials you are facing. 
 

You see, there are only two responses when trials and troubles pop up in our 
lives. We’ll either fold or be faithful. We’ll either endure or exit, and it is our 
relationship to God that determines the outcome.  
 

There are too many believers today who are fickle in their faith. They say 
they believe God and they say they are following Him, but when trouble 
comes, they run. I’m not trying to be insensitive; I was one of those who did 
run from pain and trials in the past.  
 

So, what’s the key to sticking with it and not running in fear? It gets back to 
growing in our relationships with the Lord. 
 

How do you grow in that relationship? Well, you need to be continually 
growing in your study of the Word of God.  



You need to get into the Word and wrestle with the deeper things of God. You 
need to get into a small group so you can hash out those questions and 
concerns with other believers who have already gone through the tough stuff 
and survived. 
 

That is how you learn to endure! You learn who to run to in times of trouble 
– not a bottle, not caffeine, not nicotine, not a pill, but the Lord!  
 

You run to Him in prayer, you run to Him in His Word, run to Him in quiet time, 
and you learn to find assurance in Him and His overpowering presence. You 
run to your band of brother’s in the thick of battle, who have your back. 
 

You get involved somewhere in God’s service and you learn just like an infant 
does, and the more you grow the bigger the steps become, the more difficult 
the trials, and the more seasoned you get.  
 

Listen, all these things add up to a life that is growing in the grace of God so 
that faithfulness and perseverance are the resulting things that characterize 
your life and give you peace in the midst of pain. 
 

In Conclusion 
 

Let me ask you something –  
Is God your Father? Are you in His family; one of His children? 
Have you placed your faith in Jesus?  
Are you growing in your relationship with the Lord?  
What is the evidence of it?  
Can it be said of you that you are growing in your faith in God?  
Can others see it in your life?  
What about your love for other people? Is it increasing? 
Is your love and faith enduring under trial or are you ready to bolt?  
 
Put your faith in God, embrace what Jesus did for you, become one of God’s 
children, grow in your faith and love for others, dig into His word, join a small 
group, join the serve team and get involved, focus on serving Him and your 
faith and love will increase and you will find strength to endure those intense 
trials you are facing! I challenge you to turn to God today!  
 

Pray with me! 
 

 


