
 1 

 

THINGS JESUS NEVER SAID - Part 3 
YOU WON’T HAVE BAD DAYS 

 

I’m so glad to have all of you today with us here at Discover Church and all 
over the world Online.  
 

This message is dedicated to any of you who have decided to follow Jesus 
or are seriously considering that, but life isn’t going the way you expected.  
 

We're in a message series called Things Jesus Never Said. Why are we 
talking about what He didn't say? In order to see the power things, he did say.  
 

Today I want to look at what Jesus didn't say about having good days or bad 
days. And just for fun we'll start out with some things Jesus didn't say to keep 
in tradition with the other weeks. 
 

So, what did Jesus not say? 
 

He never said, whoever does the will of my Father will always get the best 
parking spots. He didn't say that. 
 

He never said if you lose your life for my sake, you'll always look great in a 
swimsuit. Sorry, swimsuit season is around the corner, but he didn't say that.  
 

He never said, seek first the kingdom of God, and you will never get a cold 
sore before an important date. Sorry, Jesus didn’t say that! 
 

You know what real love is, right? It’s when you go in for the first kiss and you 
see that gigantic cold sore but say, hey, I’m diving in, cold soar or not.  
 

Here's what I hope you'll understand, Jesus never ever promised that you'd 
always be healthy, that you'd certainly be wealthy, that you'd always get 
the best parking spots, that your WIFI would never buffer while streaming. 
 

NO! What, I want to look at today is what Jesus did say. In John chapter 16 
Jesus is letting His disciples know that He’s going to give his life and leave 
them for a while. So, He gives them some final thoughts, a final prayer, and 
last-minute instructions.  
 

And so, in John 16:20, referring to his impending death He says, “very truly 
I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices.” 
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He didn't say you're going to rejoice and always be happy.  
 

What He actually said was you're going to be incredibly upsetting, you're 
gonna weep and mourn while the world, everybody say the world… The 
world. He uses that phrase the world 19 times in this section.  
 

He says, “peace I give to you, but I do not give as the world gives.”  
He says, “I came from the Father to the world, and I'm leaving the world and 
going back to the Father.”  
He tells them, “if the world hates you, remember it hated me first.”  
And, “if you belong to the world, then you would love it as your own, but you 
do not belong to the world.”  “That's why the world hates you.”  
When he prays, He says, “God, don't take them out of the world.”  
He wants us to know that though “we live in this world, we’re not of this world.” 
 

He talks a lot about the world.  
Verse 20-21, look at it again. He says, “Very truly I tell you, you will weep and 
mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 
A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but 
when her baby is born, she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child 
is born into the world.” 
 

I saw that four times with Laurie every time she gave birth. I talked about this 
phenomenon a few months ago in our study on 1 Thessalonians 2. 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:7-8, “Instead, we were like young children among you. 
Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. 
Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not 
only the gospel of God but our lives as well.” 
 

Paul said like a nursing mother we cared for you. We delighted in sharing the 
gospel with you and giving you spiritual birth, but it came at our expense, 
requiring us to give our very lives to make that happen.  
 

But like a mother, we endured all that pain for the joy of giving you life! 
 

I am always amazed at the contrast of a mom’s pain while giving birth to a 
child and the immediate change in their countenance when the draw that baby 
close to their hearts. Love overcomes pain. And there is a lot of pain I hear in 
having a baby.  
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In all four cases, Laurie thought it very important to do natural child birth; no 
drugs for her or the baby, and I agreed. But to be very honest, it wasn’t up to 
me. I would have agreed with the no pain method. 
 

So, we’re at the hospital, and in each case, she goes through this phase 
where she’s saying, “it's not so bad” and I’m just being the positive thoughts 
coach. Yeah, you got this, no problem – and after the 2nd and 3rd rounds, I 
added, yeah, you got this, you’re a pro by now! 
 

And then comes the point in the process, when I just need to shut up, at least 
that is what I was told! Cause all of a sudden, this is the worst thing ever, I 
quit, no more babies for me you jerk! – Huh? You did this to me, now do 
something to help me here! Well, I did think drugs were a viable alternative!! 
 

Once the kid was out and on mommy’s chest it all changed again. Now it’s, 
“oh, look at her, look at him.” So beautiful! So handsome! That was really 
difficult but you were soooo worth it.” 
 

Jesus says you're going to weep and you're going to mourn, there's going to 
be some bad days, but your pain will turn into joy just like a mom bringing 
her child into the world. You will painfully grieve but you will rejoice! 
 

That is what Verse 22, says, “So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will 
see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.”  
 

I love that phrase, “and no one will take away your joy.”  
 

Jesus explains why he's telling them all of this in Verse 33,  
 

He says, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In 
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 

Then instead of being in his presence like they have been for the last 3 ½ 
years, he talks about them being in this world, and he doesn’t say in this 
world you'll always have good days, you'll never have pain, so you go girl!  
 

He never ever says you're always going to be blessed, the sun's always 
going to be at your back, the wind's always going to be behind you.  
 

No, sorry, what he does say is this, “in this world you will have trouble.” 
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It's a promise. Challenges are certain, pain is a promise, suffering in this 
world, Jesus says, is inevitable.  
 

Welcome to Christianity, just because you follow Jesus, doesn't mean you're 
promised a pain free life.  
 

He says “you will be persecuted, you will face hardships, you will face 
trouble.” 
 

And tragically that's where some of us are right now. We're in the middle of a 
very difficult season in our lives. We might feel left out, overlooked, rejected, 
perhaps all alone. There are those of us who've failed at something, we've 
lost our confidence, and we're in a season of trying to shake off depression, 
but no matter how hard we try it just gets heavier and heavier in our souls.  
 

Some of you, it's a dark time financially right now. The pressure, it just 
hangs there, and it just will not go away.  
 

Tragically there are so many of us with health challenges – personal ones or 
ones of those we dearly love.  
 

Laurie and I are praying night and day for very close family members and 
friends right now who are facing intense health challenges.  
 

For others of you, it's relational. You've got a kid that no matter how much 
you love, no matter how hard you try, your child continues to make 
decisions that you know are dangerous. You're trying to love them in the 
right direction, but they continue to go in the wrong direction.  
 

Maybe it's work, whatever it is, the pain feels unbearable, there's more to 
do than humanly possible, you're afraid, you're hurting, you're 
overwhelmed, and maybe it doesn't seem like anyone understands.  
 

And in times like these you're tempted to wonder, God, where are you?  
 

I'm trying to follow you and all I'm feeling is pain, I’m hitting a wall. Where are 
you, God?  
 

If pain is a promise, does it serve any purpose in the meantime? We know 
that God is good and that He loves us and that He weeps for us in our hurts 
and rejoices when we find our joy in Him.  
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We know that according to Romans 8:28 that God can take the worst 
situations in our lives and make good come out of them. 
 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose.” 
 

And so that's what I want to talk about today. There are two hidden 
blessings we actually experience as we go through trouble and hardship.  
 

The first one is this, trouble and hardship… 
 

•  PROVES OUR FAITH. (Reveals the depth of your faith and trust) 
 

In fact, in the Apostle Peter's epistle he was writing to a group of extremely 
persecuted Jesus followers.  
 

Around the year 60 to 65 A.D. the evil Emperor Nero was persecuting 
followers of Christ in ways that boggle the imagination. One thing that he 
would do is this, he would have animals skinned and then sew Christians into 
those skins and then release wild dogs to attack them as an onlooking 
crowded stadium watched and cheered as they were devoured. If that's not 
crazy enough, he would throw parties at his palace, and pour wax over 
Christians, tie them to trees, and turn them into human candles. Insane!! 
 

Its in that context, Peter pens these words,  
 

1 Peter 1:6-7 NLT, “So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even 
though you must endure many trials for a little while. These trials will show 
that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—
though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So, when your faith 
remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory 
and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.” 
 

Think about that, if there's such thing as a genuine faith, there must also be 
something that is counterfeit faith.  
 

As a pastor, I'm afraid to say this but there are some people in churches who 
only have a counterfeit faith. They look real from the outside, but the roots 
don't go deep underneath. 
 

Some of those folks grew up going to church. They know when to stand and 
when to sit down, they know the words to the songs; and even bible verses.  
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They are like, “Hey, I'm a church goer, I'm doing the God thing, I follow Jesus.”  
 

Then something bad happens and they're pulled away – no roots underneath. 
 

Jesus told a parable in Matthew 13 about that. He said, sometimes a little 
plant grows up and the thorns choke out the life.  
 

Jesus said in, Matthew 13:20-22 NLT, “The seed on the rocky soil represents 
those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. But since 
they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as 
they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. The seed 
that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too 
quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of 
wealth, so no fruit is produced.” 
 

With everything in me I don't want that to happen to you.  
 

Trouble and hardship are meant to prove your faith. But what do you see so 
often? 
 

I've got migraines, God, where are you?  
I got rejected from grad school, God, I can't trust you.  
You didn't answer my prayer. God, you must not be real.  
 

Actually, when your faith is genuine and your roots are deeply fixed, it's in 
those times when the sun burns and the wind blows, that you find yourself 
standing strong even though the earth shakes beneath you. Why, because 
your faith is real! Trials prove your faith. 
 

What's interesting about what Jesus says here in John 16, is that he is 
drawing a contrast between two things. He says in me, and he says in the 
world, and he says, in the world you will have trouble. That's a part of being 
in a sin broken world. There's trouble, but he says, in me you will have peace.  
 

In the middle of trouble in a sin broken world, you can still have a peace that 
goes beyond human ability to understand or even comprehend.  
 

For me one of the most difficult troubles I deal with is watching a loved one 
struggle with life threatening sickness.  I pray for miracles of healing and 
sometimes God hears and acts, while other times, His healing is measured 
less than my hopes. Even still, I repeat what I know to be true, “God is Good, 
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no matter what, He always has been and He will always be Good - all the 
time, So I trust Him.” That knowledge gives me both hope and strength to 
endure the storm. You can Trust Him too – because He is Good! 
 

Trials and trouble, they prove your faith.  
 

If you're still standing your faith is real. If you're still here trying to worship in 
the middle of the trial your faith is real, and no one can take away what God 
is doing in you. And I promise you this… he will turn your grief into joy.  
 

A faith that has been tested is a faith that can be trusted. 
 

That is one of two blessings we experience as we go through trouble and 
hardship.  
 

The 2nd blessing we experience as we go through trouble and hardships is 
that they… 
 

•  PREPARE US FOR PURPOSE. 
 

It's not just something happening to you, it's something God is doing in you.  
 

You want to grow stronger? You want deeper faith? You want to be better 
prepared to do greater things? 

 

Newsflash, ease and comfort never make you stronger. 
 

It has been a while since I went to the gym. I miss working out and playing 
racket ball. It takes a strenuous work out to make you stronger. It doesn’t 
happen sitting on the sofa. If you have ever lifted weights, you know how 
important repetitive sets and resistance is to strengthening us along the way.  
 

Resistance strengthens your faith. In fact, James writes something rather 
mind-blowing in chapter one, for those of us who are in the middle of a trial at 
the moment. He says… 
 

James 1:2-4 NLT, “Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind 
come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that 
when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, 
for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, 
needing nothing.” 
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Sometimes people will ask me, Mark, how do you deal with all the criticism or 
negativity? How do you deal with people who hate you? How do you deal with 
the pain of so many people?  
 

Let me tell you this right now, praise and compliments are nice. They do build 
you up when you need it. That aside, I have to say God has also used 
debilitating rejection and criticism to make me stronger.  
 

That doesn’t mean I am giving you a permission slip to be critical and hurtful, 
but God has used the hard things I have endured in life to refine me. 
 

My roots of faith have had to grow deeper. Do I believe that I am who they 
say I am, or do I believe that I am who God says I am?  
 

When people send you that anonymous letter, come on, put your name on 
those, big boy.  
 

Then there is the social media, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, 
blah, blah, blah, blah blah, blah, blah. What does that do?  
 

You put your confidence in God, you put your confidence in God.  
 

“Sorry, this point is falling short for me. I'm so discouraged, I'm 
overwhelmed, I'm afraid.” 

 

Listen to me, Let God unpack the pain for you. If you will, it will serve as a 
powerful preparation for the purposes He has for you. 
 

Think about it Bible student. How did God prepare Joseph to rule over 
Egypt?  
 

He turned around the evil intentions of his brothers who sold him into slavery, 
and the false accusation of Potiphar’s wife to grow his faith and trust in God 
deeper and stronger.  
 

The Apostle Peter walks on water until he looks away, and then he's in the 
water. What did that do?  
 

It put him to a place where he needed to trust in Jesus even more.  
 

He was bold, “Jesus, I will never deny you, I will stand by you no matter what, 
I'm your guy. And if these other losers deny you, I never will.”  
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He denies Jesus. Jesus reinstates him, validating His love and call on his life 
telling him to go out and feed my sheep.  
 

How did God prepare Peter to be the Day of Pentecost preacher where 3000 
people gave their life to Jesus?  
 

Jesus developed resilience through all the resistance. Could it be that God 
has a plan to turn around your pain and use it for greater purposes? 
 

Say this: “God doing something in me. He's strengthening me, he will turn this 
pain around and prepare me for something greater.  
 

Change your perspective, you aren't being turned down, you're being 
toughened up.  
 

The loneliness, it's forcing you to be more intimate with him than you've ever 
been in your life.  
 

The betrayal, it's increasing your capacity to love like Jesus loved, to forgive 
like Jesus forgave.  
 

The setback, maybe it's a setup for God to show up and to show off.  
 

You're wracked with pain, know this, God never ever wastes a hurt. It 
proves your faith, and He’ll use it to prepare you for His purposes.  
 

Please understand, the gospel, the good news of God's love, the good news 
of his grace, the good news of his presence. It’s not a promise that Jesus will 
deliver you from your pain, the good news is that Jesus delivers you from 
your sins, the good news is that his grace is here, that he is real, and he is 
working in all things because God is Good – He’s always good.  
 

He never promised that your girlfriend wouldn't break up with you, or that you 
wouldn't lose your job, or that life would go exactly according to your plans.   
 

In this world you will have heartache, you will have pain, you will be rejected, 
you will cry yourself to sleep sometimes at nights, but in Christ you have hope. 
 

Jesus said in John 16:33 NIV, “In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.”  
 

On top of all that, you know what, you got me. Nothing will ever change that 
fact! I’ll be with you through thick and thin, you can count on that. 
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Romans 8:35-39 NIV, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 
sword? As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are 
considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 

So Jesus actually says, “In this world you will have bad days, you will have 
heartbreaks, you will have letdowns, you will have trouble but I have 
overcome the world and through me you can have peace.  
 

Let me pray with you and for you today, would you? 
 

Prayer:  Father, today we pray for peace from heaven, make yourself known, 
God. I pray for those with a counterfeit faith, that you'd break through the 
façade and prompt real faith,  
 

God, take it deep, make it real.  
 

I know that there many here that are hurting, I ache and hurt and grieve with 
them Lord. Give them an extra dose of the presence of God, we need your 
grace, your presence. For those hurting, in the middle of the dark seas, those 
who are facing significant burdens, I pray that somehow in the middle of this 
they would recognize that you are still good, you are still good.  
 

God help us trust in you. We live in a broken world,  
 

God, give us the strength to rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that you 
suffered for us and that you're maturing us, you're completing us, so we can 
do your will on Earth.  
 

For those of us, who aren’t sure where we are with you, I pray on their behalf 
God. The weight of our sin is weighing us down, so we call on his name, 
forgive my sin, remove my guilt and shame. I know it is because of your 
goodness and not my own that Jesus died for my sins. The good news is not 
that you deliver us from pain, the good news is that you forgive our sins. I 
want to know Lord, I want to depend on you, I want you in my life, I want you 
to lead my life, I give it to you, Lord, today I surrender to you Jesus, Amen! 


