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Things Jesus Never Said 
 

These days it’s easy to see life the way we want to. We can filter our images, 
pick the news we want to hear, and listen only to the viewpoints that agree 
with us. When we do that, we start to distort our view of the world.  
 

The same thing can happen to our view of God. We reshape our perception 
of Him into what we want to believe, or what we want to think about others.  
 

Jesus came to bring us the truth about God and His plan for us, and it doesn’t 
always sound like what you may think. 
  

I mean, Jesus shared a lot of wisdom in the Bible. And lately, He also seems 
to be credited with a ton new wisdom plastered on Instagram, on screen-
printed mugs, and in those images your aunt posts on Facebook.  
 

Where’s the line between what Jesus actually told us and what’s out there on 
social media? But how much of it is true? 
 

Where’s the line between what He actually said, and the Things Jesus Never 
Said? 
 

This series will cut through the noise of the world’s perceptions of Jesus and 
what it means to follow Him, in ways that may be surprising to some people.  
 

We’ll play off the idea of memes as jokes… For us old fogies here is a meme. 
 

We’ll play off of rhetorical devices that Politian’s and writers use to convey 
the truth they espouse – which often isn’t truth at all. 
 

We’ll use sources of misinformation to debunk popular misconceptions. We 
will use these all in an effort to teach clear Biblical truth. 
  

POP QUIZ: Did Jesus ever say “You only live once. Better live it up”? What 
about “I’ll forgive you, even if you don’t forgive others”? That might not be so 
simple. Let’s get to the bottom of it in this week’s message!  
 

Have you ever seen a social media post that makes you go??? (crazy face)! 
 

We’ve seen a few floating around about things Jesus may have said, and we 
wanted to get to the bottom of which ones are true and which ones are not.  
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If you want to know what Jesus actually said, a great place to start is in the 
Bible. We’ll be doing that of course in this series.  
 

THINGS JESUS NEVER SAID— 
Week 1. YOU DON’T NEED TO FORGIVE THEM! 
 

Do you know someone really annoying Facebook? 
 

• “Father forgive them, for the do not know what they post.” 
• “Fool me once, shame on you but I’ll forgive you. Fool me twice shame on 
me. Fool me thrice, may the lice of a thousand mice infest your armpits!”  
• “Sorry, you’ve sinned way too much for me to forgive you.”  
• “Oh, I can forgive other people, but you, well you really get on my nerves.” 
 

Thank the Lord, for being such a Good God who forgives us all of our sins! 
 

In Jesus’ “Sermon on Mount,” in Matthew chapters 5-7, he includes a teaching 
for the disciples on how to pray. 
 

He says in Matthew 6:9-11 “This, then, is how you should pray: “ ‘Our Father 
in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread…”  
 

And then the next verse doesn’t say—Forgive us debts—even though we’re 
still holding on to some grudges or forgive us, even though we don’t have to 
forgive others.” NO! 
 

Matthew 6:12 continues…”And  forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors…”  and Jesus explains the importance of this part of the 
prayer in Matthew 6:14-15… 
 

“For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your 
Father will not forgive your sins.”  
 

Whenever I preach this kind of message, I have to do a self-check.  
 

Why? Because I’m susceptible to this malady.  And I think Jesus knew how 
much we all need this self-check practice in our lives. Remember, this is a 
daily outline for prayer. “Give us this day our daily bread.”  
 

He knew how easy it is to get carried away with an offense and hold a grudge. 
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Those two people whose actions or nonaction endangered one of my loved 
one’s life this last week…that guy who drove me off the road in Ecuador, that 
guy who gave me the finger for going too slow or too fast … 
 

These daily offenses have to be delt with or they mess up the entire day. You 
know how one little thing in the morning sets the mood for the rest of the day.  
 

It’s amazing how much emotion this subject about forgiving others evokes in 
us — and in many ways, rightly so! 
 

People say, yes Mark, but “You don’t know what that someone did to me.” 
 

My spouse cheated—My best friend betrayed me—Someone I 
loved/admired my whole life just let you down. 
 

My family is struggling to put food on the table and this person didn’t pay 
me what they owed—They their broke promise. 
 

I’ve devoted a significant portion of my life trying to win my mom or dad’s 
approval. All I get in return is unappreciation and rejection.  
 

This person was supposed to protect me—and all they did was hurt me! 
They hurt me emotionally, physically, spiritually, sexually—I have scars still 
today, ones that never will go away! 

 

Look, I don’t want to pass over the pain you have experienced.  
It has been Horrible. Unfair. Wrong. Inexcusable. 
 

Yes! I am acquainted with hurt – big hurts. I have a child who was abused, a 
little sister whose life is in danger because of repeated misdiagnoses, a 
brother who was falsely accused by “good Christians.” And I have my own list 
grave offenses and deep hurts! 
 

How in the world do you forgive something that seems so unforgivable? 
 

There are a few clues to the how in this prayer Jesus taught us to pray… 
 

Matthew 6:9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven…”  
 

He’s not just MY Father—He’s OUR Father. 
 

Our relationships with God’s children and others (people created in His 
image) deeply matters to Him! 
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As a Dad, this makes complete sense to me. You know what I mean right! 
Whenever, our kids fight, especially in confined spaces like on road trips! 
 

Nothing makes use more sad and even angry than when siblings fight. And 
when they reach adulthood, it’s even worse – it breaks a parent’s heart. 
 

AND nothing makes us happier than when they’re getting along. 
 

Earlier in His sermon on the mount Jesus said this in Matthew 5:23-24, 
“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 
your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in 
front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your 
gift.”   
 

Our Heavenly Dad says, don’t bring me offerings when you’re fighting with 
your siblings.  Go make it right—Then come worship me! 
 

If God is upset with the way you are treating badly others that He loves—It 
hurts him! And He doesn’t want that issue getting between you two!!!! 
 

Holding on to an offense creates a Prison for us spiritually speaking. It isolates 
us from others and from God). Forgiveness is the key that releases us. 
 

If we live in bitterness, resentment, and hatred, then we continue to let the 
wound stay infected and poison our soul. 
 

Now, as I said earlier, this need to forgive isn’t just reserved for just spiritual 
siblings. God asks us to forgive others too – the ones created in His image 
who have not accepted His invitation into the family yet.  
 

Let’s face it, we weren’t automatically part of God’s family when we came into 
this world – in fact we were His enemies – living contrary to His design and 
will (according to Philippians 3, James 4 and Romans 5). 
 

Perhaps that is why Jesus says in that same sermon in Matthew 5:43-44, 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you...”  
 

If you don’t feel like praying in the way Jesus instructs, well you might as well 
expect a bad day ahead of you. Remember again what I said, this is a daily 
outline for prayer. “Give us this day our daily bread.”  
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You see, calls us first to action (Pray) in order to change our attitude. Paul 
taught this about love in 1 Corinthians 13, that love must always begin with 
the proper action or reaction before it can affect attitude and feeling. 
 

You see - Our prayers may or may not change others, but if offered in sincerity 
they will always changes us. 
 

If I don’t start off with a prayer outline like this everyday… if I don’t start out 
on the right foot in my relationship with the Lord each day, it undermines my 
relational interchanges throughout my day. 
 

But when I take the time to assess my need to forgive people and reevaluate 
the Lord’s gracious forgiveness in my own life, His immense kindness and 
love for me despite myself – I start off on a good foot and my day goes better.  
 

So Jesus’ prayer outline when used daily, will help us realize when we’re 
walking in unforgiveness, and it will help remind us of His goodness, glory 
power and forgiveness for us. 
 

Praying is the best god-honoring place start. In that place, you can choose to 
forgive – to not hold that offense against them. 
 

In Colossians 3:13, “Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of 
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”   
 

God freely forgives our sins! So, let it go! 
 

We must always forgive ahead of time! Ahead of what? 
 

Ahead of a “hoped for” encounter with the offender or offended where 
forgiveness (already decided on) can be extended and reconciliation begun! 
 

Do not confuse forgiveness with reconciliation. This is very important 
here. Those are two entirely different things. 
 

One is a personal decision, the other is a mutually decision.  
 

Not all broken relationships will be fully reconciled, but all offenses must be 
completely forgiven. That is how you forgive a sibling or an enemy! 
 

Andy Stanley says, “In the shadow of my hurt, forgiveness feels like a 
decision to reward my enemy. But in the shadow of the cross, forgiveness is 
merely a gift from one undeserving soul to another.”  
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We don’t deserve our forgiveness. We didn’t earn our forgiveness. So 
we in turn must Forgive as the Lord forgave Us! 

 

You know, when it comes to asking for forgiveness, it has to be done in such 
a delicate way. I can’t tell you how many people try to use the teachings of 
Christ in reverse. 
 

If I ask you to forgive me, you have to forgive me and if you don’t I throw that 
in your face in contempt. When we do that – we commit the very sin we are 
pointing a finger at – justifiably unforgiving unforgiveness. 
 

I think the best way to go about asking forgiveness is like this: 
 

I know or have heard that my action….offended you. I am so sorry! It was 
wrong and if I could make it up to you would. You may not be able to find it in 
your heart to forgive me right now, so I just wanted to say how sorry I am and 
if you can ever come to forgive me, I would be so grateful… 
 

The element that was missing between the first and second approach is 
humility. That component is so vital when a sinner asks God for forgiveness. 
 

Psalm 51:16-17, “You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do 
not take pleasure in burnt offerings. My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.”  
 

When I seek God’s forgiveness, I can’t assume that because I ask for it He 
must give it – there is no contriteness or brokenness in that sort of attitude.  
 

God would see right through that. And I can’t do that to other’s from whom I 
need forgiveness. I cannot assume that they will give it. 
 

In some cases, when I’ve offended someone I love, I tell them I’m sorry and 
express my sincere desire to be forgiven, more for their benefit than mine. 
 

You can especially understand this I think, if you are a parent.  
 

When an action or one of my unjust responses offended my kids and I saw 
the turmoil and anger and hurt written all over their faces, I would for their 
sake tell them how sorry I was and ask for their forgiveness to help them. To 
bring their lovely joyful countenances back. 
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As a pastor, I have been able at times, to see when someone is struggling 
internally, how an offense has gotten in the way of their progress. In those 
moments, I find it vital to see if I have offended them so I can tell them how 
sorry I am and bring release to them from that heavy load of hurt.  
 

We must approach people with tenderness, humility, sincerity and love and 
try to make things right when we suspect we have offended them. 
 

Matthew 5:23-24, “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your 
gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come 
and offer your gift.”   
 

Christian, let me say this, if someone comes to you and says, Will you 
forgive me? The Biblical instruction is this… 
 

Instantly, immediately, without hesitation forgive them.  
Freely you have been forgiven—Freely forgive. 
 

Offender, if that happens, don’t presume that everything should automatically 
go back to normal. No, forgiveness is just the first step in reconciliation. 
 

If there is true brokenness and contriteness, a humility. Then listening to how 
and why the offense hurt so much is important. Listen and come to an 
understanding of how you will move forward.  
 

Okay, pastor Mark, that all seems good and fine when it comes to offenses 
and annoyances. Matter of fact, a follower of Christ and lover of God, I make 
it a practice to overlook and forgive offenses.  
 

But what about the big sins? What if someone has stolen money from me, 
what if I had an agreement for them to pay me for a car in three installments 
and they didn’t pay the last one? What if a brother or sister in Christ has an 
affair with my husband or wife? Do I forgive ahead of time? Let them off the 
hook and go on like nothing ever happened? 
 

What about Matthew 18:15-17, “If your brother sins against you, go and tell 
him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along 
with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
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refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector.”  
 

I would say this, if you pray to forgive this person ahead of time, this process 
goes a lot better. And remember, do not confuse forgiveness and 
reconciliation. They are two separate things. This passage is more about 
reconciling two Christians than it is about forgiveness.  
 

It’s about how to gain a brother or sister back into relationship. How to help 
them make right a wrong. It is about their need to listen (to process the 
information and make things right). If they do not listen to you privately, the 
sin may need to be handled by a 2nd step or even a 3rd step. In cases where 
the offender is unwilling to hear from any spiritual authority, they are then to 
be treated as you would treat any non-brother or sister. 
 

You see, Paul tells us that big stuff between brothers and sisters in Christ, 
should be first dealt with on a personal one on one basis, but after that, those 
things should be judged within the spiritual family – the church. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:4-8, “Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, do 
you ask for a ruling from those whose way of life is scorned in the church? I 
say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise 
enough to judge a dispute between believers? But instead, one brother takes 
another to court—and this in front of unbelievers! The very fact that you have 
lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. Why 
not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? Instead, you yourselves 
cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers and sisters.”  
 

With this in mind we can understand the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 18, 
that when an offender has exhausted the spiritual authority of the church, we 
are free to treat them as unbelievers outside the judgement of the church.  
 

If they have robed you or if they have stolen your spouse, there are courts 
outside the church at our disposal. 
 

However, even with that resource available, we need to be careful. Why? 
Because when we as believers handle our squabbles between each other 
before unbelievers, it is unbecoming of the children of God. 
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So if you must, and if reconciliation is impossible, do what you must with as 
much grace and forgiveness as possible – for the benefit of Christ and your 
own claim as His follower. 
 

None of us deserve forgiveness, but we all need it.  
 

How many homes would be healed if fathers and sons would put arms around 
each other and say —I forgive. How many marriages could be saved? How 
many friendships could find healing? How many of you could be free? 
 

Forgiveness is the key to freedom that unlocks a pathway to reconciliation. 
 

Let me tell you what Jesus did not say. Jesus didn't say, I'll forgive you, but 
you don't have to forgive other people. He didn't say, you can treat people 
however you want, and we're okay. He said… 
 

Matthew 6:14-15, “For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others 
their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”   
 

Forgiveness empowers you to set the prisoner free, and you realize the 
prisoner was you.  
 

PRAYER: So Father, today, I pray for miracles that go beyond our human 
ability to understand. I acknowledge right now that I'm speaking into, in many 
cases, immense and unbearable pain, unjustified abuse, horrible abuse.  
 

God, I pray for miraculous healing and restoration in relationships that seem 
unrepairable, that you would do what only you can do.  
 

God, I empathize with those who are hurting today. And at the same time, I 
thank you for your grace and your presence to be here. We ask for the power 
of your Spirit to do a work in our hearts. And God, even though we may be 
angry, and rightly so, we just take this moment, to pray for those who hurt us.  
 

God, we pray that they would experience your goodness, your grace. God, 
we pray that they would know you, find healing in you. God, we ask that you 
would do a work in our heart. I know for some it's happening even right now. 
I know for others this may be the beginning or another part of the process.  
 

But God, help us by your power, because of your grace, undeserved, to 
forgive others even as you have forgiven us.  
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Maybe you haven’t embraced the forgiveness God has offered you through 
His son Jesus. Maybe you would like to today. It doesn't matter how dark your 
life is right now, doesn't matter how bad you've been, when you call on the 
name that is above every name, the name of Jesus, your sins are forgiven.  
 

They're hurled away. They're separated as far as from the east is from the 
west. God forgives you.  
 

When you call on his name, he hears your prayers. You are forgiven, and you 
are made new.  
 

So this morning say yes to Jesus and Pray with me! I need your grace God. 
I need your forgiveness. I turn from my sins. I turn toward Jesus and what He 
did for me. I give my life to you. Make me brand new! Fill me with your spirit 
so I can follow you. Thank you for a new chance, a new life, I am yours, 
 

In Jesus' name I pray. Amen 


