
 

RUN VIDEO   THINGS JESUS NEVER SAID—Part 2 
 

We're in a message series right now called, things Jesus never said. It 
is a great series that was developed by Craig Groshel. 
 

You might ask, why would a church talk about what He didn't say? 
 

Well, Jesus shared a lot of wisdom in the Bible. But lately, He gets credited 
with a ton of new wisdom plastered all over Instagram, coffee mugs, and on 
Facebook.  
 

But what did Jesus actually teach and what’s out there on social media that 
isn’t true? 
 

If you're new to Christianity, or don't know much about the Bible, there's 4 
books in the Bible they call the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  
 

In some Bibles, they print the words Jesus spoke in red. The words of Jesus 
are and have always been, powerful beyond measure.  
 

And the purpose of this series, is to teach what Jesus really said, amidst all 
the fake Good news that’s out there. 
 

By looking at what Jesus didn’t say, we’ll dig into the Bible and embrace the 
power of what He did say. The first thing we looked at that Jesus never said 
was: “You Don’t Need to Forgive Them!  
 

The second thing Jesus Never said: 
 

MEME: GO DO WHAT MAKES YOU HAPPY 
 

So today, we're gonna talk about happiness.  
 

Now, I’m certain that almost all of you, want to be happy. I don't know anybody 
who’s goal it is to be miserable in life.  
 

So, what didn't Jesus say about happiness. Just for fun, let me give you a 
few examples of what He didn’t say.  
 

• Jesus did not say, go into all the world and preach whatever makes 
people happy. He didn’t say that.  

 

• He didn't say, whoever wants to be My disciple must affirm themselves, 
avoid personal sacrifice and follow their own heart. He didn't say that. 



 

• This one's my favorite, Jesus never said, ask me for anything that will 
make you happy and it will be given to you, because I’m your Heavenly  
Sugar Daddy. I’m your Jesus Gene in a bottle.  

 

Today, I wanna look together at a relatively long story in John's gospel that 
offers incredible power to us if every single one of us will apply it today.  
 

At the end of this story we'll look very specifically at what Jesus did not say, 
because what He did say, has the power, the potential to transform our lives.  
 

John 8:2-3a NKJV, “Now early in the morning He came again into the temple, 
and all the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught them. Then the 
scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery....” [these 
were people who looked very religious on the outside, but were 
generally hypocritical on the inside.]  
 

Let's pause there for a moment, 'cause I want you to visualize this. Jesus is 
out in this open temple common area where He's leading a Bible study.  
 

Some very religious hypocritical men drag a woman caught in adultery to Him.  
 

One thing quickly comes to mind here. One is, where’s the man who 
committed adultery with her, he's being left out of the story? Why? Sounds a 
bit like this woman might have been set up by this band of good ole boys!  
 

And by the sounds of this story, she’s dragged out rather quickly into this 
public temple court area shortly after being caught. Who knows what 
condition she is in – my guess – disheveled and scantily clad at best. Her 
public humiliation was part of her punishment.  But that’s not all, this band of 
men wanted her dead and they wanted Jesus to pronounce the sentence! 
 

John 8:3b-5 NKJV, “…And when they had set her in the midst, they said to 
Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act. Now 
Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do 
You say?…”   
 

Imagine this, they wanted Jesus to agree with them, to encourage the crowd 
that has gathered to hear Him teach to back up, put the woman in the center 
and join these “good men”  in throwing rocks at her until she was dead.  
 

Putrid, and what’s worse, all this mindless cruelty was just a trap. Look at… 
 



John 8:6a NKJV, “…This they said, testing Him, that they might have 
something of which to accuse Him. …”   
 

They thought they had Jesus in a no win situation. Why?  
 

Because according to the Law of Moses, this woman was guilty, and 
according to the Law of Moses, she should have been stoned.  
 

Let me make a very clear point here. There is no arguing here with the fact 
that adultery is a terrible sin!  
 

Matter of fact, in Jeremiah 3, God uses the sin of adultery to explain Israel’s 
idolatry that led God to divorce her and abandon her into Babylonian captivity.  
 

In our current cultural environment, we do not treat adultery with the distain it 
so rightly deserves, and that apathy, sadly, has seeped into Christianity.  
 

Now, I’m not saying that I would ever want someone humiliated like this 
woman was or see them stoned to death – no thank you! As terrible a sin as 
it is, I cherish God’s mercy and grace and know how important it is to extend 
those qualities to others.  
 

So Jesus is in an odd spot. If He agrees and says, yes go ahead kill her, He 
loses His gracious and loving reputation. On the other hand, if He says, awe 
it's no big deal, let's make an exception here, then He's breaking the Law of 
Moses and condoning adultery. So should Jesus respond? 
 

John 8:6b NKJV, “…But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with 
His finger, as though He did not hear…”  
 

This is interesting, they ask Him a question and He kneels down and starts 
scribbling some words in the sand. Which raises another question that 
everybody's been asking for 2000 years. What did Jesus write in the sand?  
 

The answer is, we don't know for sure, but we have some ideas. Later 
historical manuscripts say that Jesus was writing down a list of the sins of the 
hypocritical men accusing this women.  
 

We don't know for sure if that's true, but I tend to think it probable based on 
the response we will see later. Let me piece this toether for you… 
 

Jesus stoops down, but looking He sees old Yosef, Yosef the Pharisee. 
Because He’s the Son of God, he knows Yosef’s browser history.  



A google search for Lake Tiberias bikini babes, aha! And there is his young 
son Gabe the Pharisee right next to him, hanky panky in the pantry with 
Perga the servant girl – PERGA. He's writing down a list of the sins of those 
who are bringing this accusation against this woman. 
 

John 8:7 NKJV, “…So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself 
up and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone 
at her first...”  
 

It's amazing at how easy it is to point the finger at other people, when you in 
fact are doing the very same thing, or maybe something similar, or even 
worse. “Kinda like holding a grudge against unforgiving people.”  
 

If you didn’t catch that, holding a grudge equals unforgiveness. 
 

Whoever is without sin here, you can pick up a stone and throw it at her! By 
the way, self-righteousness (thinking you are sinless is a sin too). Man, I 
can’t get a break – I so want to throw that stone!!!  
 

And here is the reveal about what Jesus was writing… 
 

John 8:8-9 NKJV, “…And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out 
one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left 
alone, and the woman standing in the midst. …”   
 

Jesus stooped down a second time and put names – one at a time alongside 
each sin. Bikini Babe Search – Yosef. Hanky Panky with Perga – Gabe. 
 

From oldest to youngest, one by one, they disappear! Jesus stands up and 
looks around, “Hey, where did everybody go?” He looks at the woman, whose 
still there. Safest place to be, by the way, next to Jesus! 
 

John 8:10-11 NIV, “…Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where 
are they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither 
do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 
 

Jesus didn’t say, “so go now and follow your own heart, do whatever 
makes you happy. It is time to think about yourself. You deserve to be 
happy and if it means betraying others to find happiness – so be it. If you have 
to betray your parents, your wife, your husband, your kids, or your faith to find 
your soul mate – do it if it makes you happy. Jesus did not say this! 
 



No, He says, “Go now and leave your life of sin.”  
 

This wasn't a condemning, judgemental statement, this was full of love, and 
you can feel the urgency, go now, and live a better life.  
 

You don't have to live in shame anymore. I've set you free, go now, and 
be free from your life of sin. It's a directive full of love and full of grace.  
 

Why is it that so many of us including me, give in to temptation so often? 
Why is it? The answer is, it looks appealing or exciting. Right? It looks 
fun. How many of you would agree sin can be fun? 
 

Raise your hands, raise your hand up. A lot of you go, I'm not saying that in 
church, lightning strike me. That sin can be fun. No one would sin if it wasn’t! 
 

Hebrews, when speaking of Moses’ choices,  describes it like this: 
 

Hebrews 11:25 NIV, “He chose to be mistreated along with the people of 
God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.”   
 

It's pleasurable for a little while. It’ll make you happy for a bit, but it'll mess 
you up. YOU SEE: 
 

• Sin promises satisfaction at the cost of disobedience to God and a 
betrayal to oneself or others that eventually delivers pain. 

 

Let me say that again, sin or temptation promises satisfaction, - you're gonna 
like this, it's gonna be good, it's gonna make you feel happy, you're gonna 
really enjoy it – but the end result is going to spell PAIN. 
 

Who knows how long this adventurous affair had gone on for this woman! 
 

I can imagine how she got to that point. It’s a common story I have head from 
men and women.  
 

She probably wasn’t some notoriously bad person who woke up one day and 
said, “I'm gonna wreck my marriage or someone else's marriage because I 
don’t care about other people and heck, I deserve a selfish fantasy every 
once in a while.”   
 

No, lots of good people get themselves into situations they regret. 
 

She was probably in a marriage that had gone south, had become boring.  
 



Oh, they may have loved each other at one time “though she wasn’t sure that 
was true now – after all – they rushed into marriage” regardless of that fact, 
their relationship had lost it’s luster.  
 

Her husband may have taken her for granted, didn't appreciate her, maybe 
was verbally abusive, who knows, maybe even worse.  
 

So, she goes out and gets a job and feels a little bit better about herself, and 
she's working next to all sorts of people, and then one day she's interacting 
with a guy at work and he's kinda funny and they have a good conversation 
and it's totally innocent and she enjoys it.  
 

After a while, he starts paying a little more attention to her, and she feels a 
little bit guilty about it, but it's still kinda innocent, and he complements her 
and he appreciates her work and he says you do such a good job, then one 
day he notices her hair, and her husband didn't even notice her hair, that she 
had it layered and had her tips done, but the guy at work noticed.  
 

She finds herself looking forward to her interactions with him. She doesn't 
really want to, but her heart kinda moves in that direction. And then he follows 
her on Instagram, and he starts liking and commenting on every posts, 
thumbs up, smiley faces, heart symbols, and she finds herself likin' this.  
 

One day they both stay late to work; he opens up about his marriage, and 
shares how his wife isn't so good to him. A few weeks later he tells her, I think 
I made a mistake, I shouldn’t have married her, I wish I’d married someone 
like you.  
 

The next day, he accidentally brushes up against her arm as they walk by. 
And she feels tingly, electricity, excitement, and then she wonders, maybe 
this was all meant to be?  
 

She tells her girlfriend, and her girlfriend says, follow your heart, you two were 
meant to be, it was written in the stars, do what makes you happy.  
 

We don't know for sure what happened here, but what we do know is that the 
woman here did make a decision to commit adultery with another man. 
 

Step by step, one seemingly insignificant decision after another, after 
another, after another, after another, and she found herself being publicly 
humiliated as a mob threated to kill her. 
 



How did she get there?  
 

Sin promised her satisfaction, at the cost of disobedience to God and betrayal 
to herself and others, and eventually she suffered great pain because of it.  
 

Why do so many of us end up in similar places today?  
 

We live in a relativistic culture. What does that mean? We believe that 
everything is relative. In other words, there's no absolute truth.  
 

• Without a belief in absolute truth, truth is defined by whatever 
makes me happy. 

 

You hear this all the time today. “Well that may be true to you, but that's not 
true to me. That's your truth, I have a different truth. You live your truth, I'll 
live my truth, there's no such thing as absolute truth, so I'm just gonna do 
whatever makes me happy”  Here's the fundamental problem: 
 

• When the bottom line is my happiness, happiness becomes the 
standard by which I judge my actions.  

 

If it makes me happy, it must be good, if it doesn't, it must be bad. “I know 
everyone says this is wrong, but it feels so right.”   
 

What is the root cause of this problem? For many of us, we have bought into 
the idea that happiness and holiness are at odds.  
 

We think that if we choose holiness, we're destined for a life of misery.  
 

Listen, God isn’t in heaven looking down upon us whom He loves and saying, 
for God so loved the world, that He wants His children to be holy and 
miserable.  
 

No, He is a good loving Father. In fact, Jesus said this about Him,  
 

He said in Matthew 7:11 NIV, “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven 
give good gifts to those who ask him!”  
 

See, the problem is, we're looking for happiness in the wrong place. We're 
looking at a lower place, when God designed us for a higher place.  
 

Max Lucado tells this great illustration. He says,  
 



Take a fish and place him on the beach. Watch his gills gasp and scales 
dry. Is he happy? No! How do you make him happy? Do you cover him 
with a mountain of cash? Do you get him a beach chair and sunglasses? 
Do you bring him a Playfish magazine and martini? Do you wardrobe him 
in double-breasted fins and people-skinned shoes? Of course not. Then 
how do you make him happy? You put him back in his element. You put 
him back in the water. He will never be happy on the beach simply because 
he was not made for the beach. And you will never be completely happy 
on earth simply because you were not made for earth. Oh, you will have 
your moments of joy. You will catch glimpses of light. You will know 
moments or even days of peace. But they simply do not compare with the 
happiness that lies ahead.”  
 

Max ends by quoting Malcolm Muggeridge, Jesus Rediscovered, “Thou 
hast made us for thyself and our hearts are restless until they rest in thee.” 

 

If you find yourself wondering why you aren't happy living for the things of this 
world, maybe you should live for something higher, something not of this 
world. I believe God created us to live for things that are not of this world, and 
that's why sin promises and never delivers. You see… 
 

• Holiness isn’t contrary to happiness. NO… 

• Holiness is the pathway to true happiness and joy! 
 

Psalm 16:11 NASB, “You will make known to me the path of life; In Your 
presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.”  
 

Don’t settle for the fleeting pleasures of sin, choose the eternal pleasures.  
 

When the woman, guilty of sin, was suffering the most humiliating moment of 
her life, Jesus didn't look at her and say,  
 

“I'm embarrassed by your behavior. After all I've done for you, that's the way 
you choose to live, you're pathetic.”   
 

No, Jesus said, there's something so much better. Go now, Be free. Leave 
behind the sin of this world and live for the things that really matter.  
 

What do you do when you know what's right, but you keep doing what's 
wrong? What do you do when you feel trapped? What do you do when you're 
stuck in a lust filled prison? What do you do, when you know it's not God's 
best? 



 

Let me tell you this, the faithfulness, the goodness, and the grace of God is 
available to you at this moment. Jesus demonstrated that for this woman! 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13 NIV, “…And God is faithful; he will not let you be 
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can endure it.” 
 

Listen to me, when you're tempted, when you're trapped, when you feel like 
you're in a prison and there is no way out, God will also provide a way out. 
There's always the potential for freedom. He always gives you a way out.  
 

Whenever you were in trouble, there is a button. Oh praise God, there is a 
button. There is a button that's called grace. Our God is faithful, He is faithful 
with His grace, and He will always give you a way out.  
 

What should you do the next time you're tempted? I hope that you'll 
understand this powerful truth.  
 

• Every temptation is an invitation to depend on Christ! 
 

Every time you feel trapped, it's an invitation to depend on the grace of Jesus.  
 

He doesn't look down on you and say, I'm embarrassed by you, I'm ashamed 
of you. No, He says, go, be free, because of My grace, go and live differently.  
 

It's an invitation!  
 

Immediatley after I became a follower of Jesus Christ, I was miraculously 
delivered from my desire for drugs.  I don’t know why, it just came easy to 
me. However, girls, that was another thing. 
 

Several months after being a Christian, I had hit bottom in a very inappropriate 
relationship with a girlfriend. I was miserable! Finally, God made a way for me 
to exit but I have to admit I didn’t take it right away. That made my misery 
even worse. The pleasures of sin weren’t delivering like that had initially. 
 

It was the grace and love of Jesus that won over and with it He gave me the 
confidence I needed to let His lead me to freedom.  
 

I’m not trying to evoke a remorseful response from you about your wrong 
choices, no, I’m trying to evoke a right response. 
 

There's a big difference between remorse and repentance.  



Remorse is, I'm so sorry I got caught.  
Repentance, is something entirely different. It begins with a sorrow but is 
followed with a decision to turn about or walk away from a wrong direction. 
 

When you feel trapped, feel caught, feel broken and ashamed, what Jesus 
doesn’t say, is, you idiot or now go do what makes you happy.  
 

No, He says, I love you and I've got a better path for you, I'm not gonna let 
anyone else throw stones at you, stand by me and then go live a better life. 
 

Holiness and happiness aren’t at odds, they're divinely connected.  
 

You were created to walk in truth. That's where you find real lasting joy.  
 

Are there any areas of your life where you’ve been looking for happiness in 
the wrong place?  
 

Use those temptations as an invitation to depend on God!  
 

How can you take what you’ve learned about temptation and uncondemningly 
help others who might be struggling with it?  
 

Develop close relationships. Stand by people. Protect them from stone 
throwers and invite them to trust Jesus and live a better life. 
 

As you earn each other’s trust, hold each other accountable. We all need it! 
 

If you haven’t got that kind of friendship, begin building one today! But it all 
must start with the most important relationship, a living relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ. 
 

Let’s Pray: Father today, do a work in our lives, we submit our hearts to You. 
I thank You God thank when we're weak, Your grace is sufficient for us. God, 
I pray today for those who feel stuck, that you would show them a way out. 
God give us the courage to take a step of faith out of that which holds us 
hostage, to follow You and let your truth set us free.  
 

I pray for miraculous healing from bondages and strongholds. God may Your 
church, may Your children feel Your love, your grace, and go now, and live 
for the higher truth of following You. Help us go now and leave our life of sin, 
and walk in a life of truth. God help you people show mercy and grace toward 
those who are stuck in sin. Help them to protect them from self-righteous 



stone throwers. And give them the words they need to encourage them to go 
and live better lives. We all need that kind of friend in our lives. 
 

For those who have never come to you and who are stuck in a life of misery 
without you, help them see the safety that is available in you. Help them find 
your salvation fromn the penalty of sin. Fill their hearts with a faith and desire 
to entrust their lives to you this morning as I pray on their behalf…  
 

Lord Jesus, I am not only sorry for my sin, but I want to turn away from it too 
today. I turn away from it and turn to you, I embrace you and what you did on 
the cross to pay the penalty for my sin. Thank you Jesus. Come into my life 
and make me new. Place your Holy Spirit in me and guide me in this new and 
better way of life you have for me. In your name I pray, Amen! 


