
Resurrection Power 
 

Thank you, Scott, what a fantastic series on the “Famous last words of Christ.” 
You helped us identify with His sufferings and draw strength from them. 
 

Today, we get a chance to see how Jesus seals that strength over our 
sufferings through the power of His resurrection. 
 

You know, lots of people are brought back from the dead in the Bible. Elijah 
did one such miracle in the OT. In Jesus’ ministry, He raised at least 3 people.  
 

But how was Jesus’ resurrection different from the others who have been 
brought back, like Lazarus’?  
 

Well, here is the big difference, they were all resurrected but ultimately died 
again. Jesus’ resurrection was a bodily resurrection that included a 
transformation to that body that kept it from ever dying again. 
 

Philippians 3:20-21, “Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 
Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him 
to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body.”  
 

This is why, even though there were other resurrections, Jesus is called the 
firstfruits of the resurrection. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:20-23, “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through 
a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in 
Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the 
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.”  
 

Now, although this passage speaks of the resurrection power yet to come at 
the great resurrection when those who know Him will be transformed in the 
twinkling of an eye, I want to expand your thinking about resurrection power. 
 

Paul shared this desire: Ephesians 1:18-20, “I pray that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which 
he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 
and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the 
same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the 
dead…”  
 



Today, I want to begin by inviting you (follower and seeker), to… 
 

1. KNOW HIS RESURRECTION POWER. 
 

Philippians 3:10-11, “I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.”  
 

What was the effect of Jesus’ resurrection? More importantly for us, what is 
this power Paul is referring to? How do we “obtain it”? 

 

Paul is saying that Resurrection power is something that can be known. In 
fact this was Paul’s goal – to know that resurrection power.  
 

What does this mean, to know? In our day, we speak of power but we rarely 
associate it with knowing. We think of it as simply something we experience.  
 

Paul, describes his desire to know the power of Christ’s resurrection within 
the framework of sharing in Christ’s sufferings and death. 
 

Paul longed to interpret his life experience through what Jesus experienced.  
 

Somehow through the suffering and death Paul wanted to experience the 
power of resurrection and to become like Christ.  
 

You see, we can only know the same resurrection power after we have 
participated in the sufferings and death of Jesus.  
 

What does that look like? This participation in Christ’s suffering and death? 
 

What did the sufferings of Christ look like? 
 

Jesus suffered for our sins in both His body and His soul. 
 

Living as a perfect man in a fallen world, alone, was an incredibly difficult task 
for Jesus and caused Him unimaginable suffering.  
 

He was deeply hurt by seeing the effect that sin had on human life. As He 
observed how sickness and death touched so many people, it grieved Jesus 
deeply in His soul.  
 

Jesus suffered and grieved as He lived amongst us for 30 years. The Lord 
watched, as lives were shattered by hatred, selfishness, greed, betrayal, lust, 
and a callous disregard for God in every part of their life.  
 



He suffered in every way we suffer, yet, I believe His suffering was even 
greater as He observed that wickedness as a man totally innocent to sin. 
And He observed that hate, betrayal, lust and selfishness from the time He 
was born in human flesh. 
 

His parents, who were not wealthy people, were forced to uproot s 
themselves several times in the early years because of the death threat to 
their first born by Roman officials.  
 

Their family suffered the judgment of their peers because of Mary’s 
conception out of wedlock.  
 

According to John, Jesus’s step-brothers and sisters rejected His divine 
identity and openly spoke out against him.  
 

John 7:5, “For even his own brothers did not believe in him.” 
 

I mean let’s face it, Jesus out-classed his siblings in every category. How 
could anyone with an active sin nature not resent being eclipsed by such a 
phenom-brother?  
 

Jesus’ consistent and extraordinary moral character must have made him 
intimidating to be around. His siblings would have grown increasingly self-
conscious around him, aware of their own sinful, self-obsessed motives and 
behavior, while noting that Jesus did was wrong. For normal sinner siblings, 
that would have been hard to live with. 
 

And think about this; Jesus was uniquely loved by Mary and Joseph. They 
knew he was the Lord. How could they not have treated him differently? 
 

No doubt the siblings would have perceived a dimension to the relationship 
between the oldest child and their parents that was different from what they 
experienced. 
 

So it makes complete sense that Jesus would have suffered rejection from 
His own siblings growing up as a kid. 
 

It was that same contempt and rejection that His boyhood neighbors felt too. 
 

They had come to accept Jesus as a legitimate son of Joseph and Mary, but 
he was nothing more than a simple boy raised by simple people in their minds. 
 



Matthew 13:54-57, “Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people 
in their synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man get this 
wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. “Isn’t this the carpenter’s 
son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, 
Simon and Judas? Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man 
get all these things?” And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, 
“A prophet is not without honor except in his own town and in his own 
home.” 
 

More pain than we know must have been behind Jesus’ words, “a prophet is 
not without honor except in his own town and in his own home.” 
 

It isn’t until after his resurrection and ascension, that his siblings are found in 
the upper room worshiping him as God in Acts 1:14. 
 

Jesus suffered rejection on a personal level within His own home, in His 
neighborhood, among the religious elites, by the majority of His own nation 
and even the Romans. That great rejection eventually led to His gruesome 
crucifixion. 
 

A suffering that also included, betrayal, abandonment, loneliness, 
anxiousness, great sadness, spiritual and mental attacks from an evil enemy 
and unimaginable pain. He knew these sufferings and therefore knows every 
form of suffering we have ever encountered in ways we will never fathom. 
 

You see, no matter how great our suffering might be, regardless of the 
distress we might be under, very few of us will ever sweat drops of blood as 
a result of our suffering – but still, we suffer and Christ empathizes with us! 
 

Paul describes the Christian’s sufferings as a groaning! 
 

2 Corinthians 5:4, “For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, 
because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our 
heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.”  
 

And while Paul here speaks of our anticipation of a future resurrection from 
death into a heavenly dwelling, he speaks also, in many places of resurrection 
power as the work of God in the Christian life that reaches into our present 
and brings us into a union with Christ in His resurrection power now.  
 

Romans 6:4-5, “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 



of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5 For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a 
resurrection like his.”  
 

Like Jesus, we will experience a bodily resurrection never die again! 
 

But resurrection power is working in us now too. We experience it as the result 
of being born again.  
 

Paul prayed that as Christians we would be enlightened to this same power. 
 

Ephesians 1:18-20, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 
in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches 
of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great 
power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he 
exerted when he raised Christ from the dead…”  
 

We understand the resurrection power that raised Jesus from the dead in the 
past, and also trust that it will happen in the future. But what about now?  
 

Paul, writing in prison, writes about a present resurrection power that can be 
experienced in our present circumstances in the here and now.  
 

How do you get that power? 
 

I want to invite you today, both follower and seeker to… 
 

2. KNOW HIM AND THEREBY KNOW HIS RESURRECTION POWER. 
 
Philippians 3:10, “I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection…”  
 

Both the OT and NT place a premium on knowing God.  
 

In Jeremiah 9:23-24 it says, “This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise 
boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of 
their riches, but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the 
understanding to know me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord.”  
 

God in the OT tells the people that if they want to be happy or proud in 
something, it is this: that they are a knower of God, and knowing God results 
in the delight of God.  
 



Eternal life, as explained by Jesus, in John 17:3, “Now this is eternal life: that 
they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”  
 

So Paul in Philippians 3 is just echoing something that the Bible has been 
saying all along – that knowing God and His Son Jesus unlocks power to us.  
 

Yet, if we are honest, many of us want to know about Him and know about 
the power of His resurrection. But this is not what Paul is saying!   
 

What Paul says implies an experience. Only those who know Him know are 
capable of experiencing resurrection power. 
 

And what does it take to Know God? To really Know Him and His power? 
 

Well, Paul says knowing God and His Son takes two key components: 
 

A. It takes great humility – A loss of all you esteem. 
 

Philippians 3:7-8, “But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for 
the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of 
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have 
lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ…”  
 

Paul comes to the end of himself and all that he holds dear. Everything that 
he valued, everything he gained for himself had to be risked – laid aside for 
the sake of coming to know Jesus as his Lord. 
 

He had to see the things he valued as garbage or “dung” in comparison to 
“surpassing value” of Christ. He came to the end of self! Powerlessness! 
 

He saw Jesus and all that Jesus is with such a high, inestimable worth that 
he was willing to do anything to get it! What used to be meaningful and of 
value, he now counts as nothing. 
 

Paul lays aside everything and puts on Christ-centered lenses. He comes to 
see Jesus in such a way that everything else fades away.  
 

To understand everything as loss and worthless, like dung, you need to 
understand the surpassing worth of Jesus. Who He is, What He did, Why He 
did it – LOVE! He is Love and did it all because He loves and values you! 
 

Jesus counted everything as loss to win you and now we must now 
count everything loss to know Him. 

 



This is not what the world in all its wisdom does! In our churches today, we 
speak of Christ, but perhaps we rarely speak of Him as our treasure.  
 

“Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art - 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night; 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. “ 
“Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

Thou and thou only first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.” 

 

Does that describe your desire? Would you be able to say with Paul that 
because you know who Jesus is, know what He is like and know what He has 
done that everything is worthless compared to knowing Him?  
 

Would you leave everything – the good things you have gained and the sins 
you’ve enjoyed – in order to gain Jesus?  
 

So first to know Him you must value Him and humble yourself and all you 
value in order to know Him and second… 
 

B. You must TRUST IN HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS not your own. 
 

Philippians 3:8b-9, “…that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis 
of faith.” 
 

What does it look like to know Christ – to be found in Him? 
 

We must value Him above all things and… 
We must trust in His righteousness as opposed to our own. 
 

Not a righteousness of our own that comes from our obedience to the law. 
Our faith must be placed in who He Is and What He has done to gain our 
salvation! Otherwise, we just boast about what we did to earn our salvation. 
 

When we place our faith in Jesus, and abandon what we value, what we count 
as gain on a spiritual level. God gives us the righteousness that changes our 
lives – that enables us to live in resurrection power. 
 



Everything in us that is not accomplished through Christ needs to be put to 
death. When we do that, He credits a righteousness that is not ours, to us.  
 

That is what gives us resurrection power! With it we can renounce the 
strongholds of sin and shame and guilt and pride and self-righteousness and 
embrace Jesus and what He did for us on the cross. That is powerful. We live 
life as liberated slaves – people who have become the children of God! 
 

Romans 6:5-13, “Since we have been united with him in his death, we will 
also be raised to life as he was. 6 We know that our old sinful selves were 
crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no 
longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from 
the power of sin. 8 And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live 
with him. 9 We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and 
he will never die again. Death no longer has any power over him. 10 When 
he died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives 
for the glory of God. 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead 
to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus. 12 Do not let 
sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do not let any 
part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give 
yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new 
life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory 
of God.”  
 

We all need some resurrection power in our lives, don’t we! 
 

Isaiah 40:29 NLT, “He gives power to the weak and strength to the 
powerless.” 
 

God hasn’t left those who know Him powerless. 
 

Ephesians 3:20 says: “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.”    
 

Can somebody say “Hallelujah?” 
 

Follower: Are you living a life of defeat? You do not need to be. You have 
the power of a resurrected life at your disposal! God has promised that power 
through the work of the Holy Spirit in your life. You are no longer a slave to 
sin, shame, guilt, hopelessness, despair or death. You are a child of God who 
in the midst of suffering identify with your Lord and trust in the power of that 
resurrection beyond this life. 



 

Seeker: Are you just existing? Are you just holding on by your fingertips to 
life? You want to rise from your deathlike state and experience a sunrise of 
hope again? Or expectant delight that a new day has dawned?  
 
You need some resurrection power! 
To get that you need to Know God and His Son Jesus Christ! 
 

How do you come to know Him? 
 

To know Him, you have to come to the end of yourself and count 
everything loss compared to the value of knowing Him. 
 

HE DID THAT FOR YOU – DO IT FOR HIM 
 

With that surrender – surrender your own efforts to win God’s approval.  
Trust in Him and what He did for you – His righteousness not your own. 
 
Let’s Pray! 
On behalf of the seeker Lord I pray this: 
 
On behalf of the follower I pray Lord: 
 
 
 
 
 


